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= HE Editor in a Preface to the 
other Volume of Mr. Pearſ- 
alPs Remains, mentions only 
the Publication: of that Part 
of them, and gives Notice that the other 
was deſigned to. follow in a ſhort Time. 
It has been thought proper to delay the 
Advertiſement of the firſt Volume till the 
other was compleated ; and accordingly 
they now make their Appearance together. 
If the Editor might be permitted to give 
| his 
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his Judgment upon them, he ſhould ſay 
that they breathe an holy and heavenly 
Spirit; that they bear a ſtrong Teſtimony 
to the lively and fruitful Genius of their 
Author; and that the laſt Volume is diſ- 
tinguiſhed with curious and learned Ob- 
ſervations, as well as affords a rich Variety 


of moral and divine Hints and Reflections 
for the Benefit of the Reader. 


Ir would give a very ſenſible Pleaſure 
to the Editor if he ſhould find the Pub- 
lication of theſe Remains of the worthy 
Author, now removed from our World, 
crowned with eminent Uſefulneſs ; ſo that, 
like the Sun deſcended below. the Hori- 
zon, Mr. Pearſall might hereby irradiate 
Mankind with a Legacy of Beams and 
Bleſſings, 


The 


SACRED DIALOGUES 
Between a Father and his Children. 


GPS 222222 SS S209 22 


The Firſt Dialogue. 


FATHER, 


9 ) S we have been offering to the 
17 Moſt High our Evening Sacri- 
ice of Prayer and Praiſe, and 
deen yielding J hope an atten- 

- tive Ear to his Word, let us 
now, my dear Charge, indulge 
to ſocial Converſe, on ſome uſeful, intereſting, and 
entertaining Topicks; and as we are united in 
ſuch intimate Bonds of Nature and Affections, 
let what occurs to our Thoughts be frankly of- 
fered and candidly received. 


SEVERAL of you, my dear Children, have had 
an Education above many ; not what the World 


calls the nat polite, yet ſuch as has been adapted 
Vor l. B to 
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to open the Mind and bend your Hearts ; an 
Education that has actually given you ſome 
Knowledge, and tended to excite a Reliſh for 
more. By theſe Means I have aimed to make a 
Preſent of you to the Publick worth its Accep- 
tance, while the Children of too many Families, 
by their Ignorance and Sloth, and the Wicked- 
neſs which follows upon both, are Burdens to 
the Societies to which they belong, meer loath- 
ſome Nuſances to thoſe around them; and as 
ſuch are firſt difregarded, and then rejected: Or 
elſe, if in ſuperior Life, they have been educated 
like Butterflies, only to make a ſhewy Outſide, 
while they neither ſpin with the Sz/#-worm, nor 
yield Honey with the Bee. But I have aimed 
to feel a judicious Tendernefs for you, my dear 
Offspring, who have been the Delight of my 
Eyes, the Darlings of my Heart ; with reference 
to whom I have often been obliged to check 
the fond Indulgence which I have found grow- 
ing upon me while your little Arms have been 
entwined around me; while your prattling 
Tongues have poured forth in my Ear the moſt 
engaging Innocence,  Chearfulneſs, and Love: 
Yea, how often when ſick have I hung over 
your Couches ? How often mingled my Tears 
with yours, and ſent up my Sighs and Prayer to 
him who I knew,could alone help you. Or in 
Milton's Words, 

4 Leaning, 


of 

Leaning half rais'd with Looks of cordial Love 
Hung over you enamour'd, and beheld 7 
Beauty, which, whether waking or aſleep 

Shot forth peculiar Graces. 


Wirz reſpect to each of you, my dear Hopes 
and Joys, my firſt and prevailing Care has been 
to give you a religious Education. I conſidered 
you not only as continuing in this World for a 
Time, and acting a Part upon the Stage of Liſe, 
(which I was deſirous you ſhould act well, 
comfortably to yourſelves, and profitably to all) 
but as chiefly deſign'd for Immortality. I knew 
that each of you had a Soul coeval with Angels, 
a Lamp lighted up within, which muſt burn 
when Sun and Stars ſhall be extinguiſhed. * In 
this View, with what Awe have I ſometimes 
ſtood and muſed over you, while you have been 
intent upon your puerile Diverſions? With what 
Solemnity have I carried you to the divine Foot- 
ſtool ? What Groans from my Breaſt, what 
Tears from my Eyes has my deep Solicitude 
for your eternal Weal extorted, while I have 
been committing you to the divine Mercy, and 
preſenting you to the better Embraces of that 
good Shepherd, the Lord Jeſus, even to thoſs 
affectionate Arms which formerly incloſed little 
Children, when he took them yp and bleſt them ? 
And the thought that your impure Natures were 
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derived from me, your froward Diſpoſitions a 
Taint of ny Blood, added to that Fervor which 
" pateriial Love had before inſpired. And now 

the Succeſs which hath in part attended my 
Care, the gracious Anſwers which have been 
given to my Prayers, the Piety which I have 
ſeen in ſome of you towards God, the Love you 
have diſcovered to the Geſpel and the glorious 
Author of it, your Pantings after Jeſus and his 
Salvation, the C:n/ancy and I hope Seriouſneſi of 
your Devotions, and I muſt add in Juſtice to 
you, your affectionate Duty to me, yield me a 
Pleafure beyond the Gifts of Royalty ; which 
_ Pleaſure I hope it will be your Care, as it will 
be ever the Matter of my Supplication, may 
never diminiſh, 


ELDesT SoN. 

SIR, I believe I know ſo much of the 
Hearts of every one here, that without con- 
ſulting them ſeparatcly, I may venture to thank 
you in their Name, as well as from myſelf, for 
All the tender and faithful Care you have ex- 
preſſed towards us from our Birth. For my own 
Part, I honour you,, Sir, as the Inſtrument of 
my Being, and am grateful to you as my beſt 
earthly Friend, who have been the Protector of 
my Infancy, and the Guide of my Louth. 
Your Tenderneſs hath returned with the San 
wes be | every 
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every Morning, and cheriſhed me more that its 


Beams. Your Eye, your Hand, your Words 


have expreſſed the genuine Paternity of your 
Heart. Your Authority hath been mingled with 
Gentleneſs, and your Inſtructions have not only 
been enforced with Reaſon," but animated by 
Example. The latter hath been the counterpart 
of the former. Your Reproofs have been ſo 
juſt that I could never blame them, and have 
been mixed with ſo much Affection, that they 
were Balſam' to heal, while on this Account 
they were more ſure to wound ; and I remember 
the Time when, while my Wickedneſs made 
the Rod neceſſary, my Ingratitude in offending 
ſuch a Father, gave me deeper Anguiſh than all 


the Chaſtiſement upon my Body. How did my 


Heart bleed, while the Word attended the Rod ? 
While by the former you appealed to my Con- 
ſcience, and Conſciehce admitted the Reproof, 
could I be offended? No; I thought you gen- 
tle while others might think you ſevere. and 
while Prayer attended both, the Rod and Reproof 
gave Wiſdom, And in this I believe I have the 
concurring Atteſtation of all my Brethren, I 
am ſure growing Years confirm my former Ap- 
probation of your paternal Care, 
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F ATHER, 
| Txanxs be to God for ſuch a 8 
Eccho to my Conduct, which gives me an 
Heart felt Satisfaction. I travelled in Birth to 
ſee. Chriſt formed in you, and now I ſee the 
Fruit of my Travel. Great is my Joy over 


you, which I truſt ſhall lie down with me in 


Death, and riſe with me in my Reſurrection ;. 
when I ſhall be able to ſurrender you to him 
that gave you to me, and redeemed you by his 
Blood and Spirit, ſaying, . Behold here am T, 


< and the Children thou haſt given me.” 


Bur, my dear Children, let us now enter 
upon ſome Topick of Converſation which may 
be both pleaſing and profitable; and what ſhall 
we take for our Theme ls every one ſilent ?— 
I am thinking that the Fire before us may yield 
us intellectual Inſtruction, as well as corporeal | 
Refreſhment. | | 


Miss MoLLy. 
Pray, Papa, what is Fire? I ſee it, I feel 
it; many are the ſtrange Effects of it in a way 
of Comfort and Damage : But what muſt I call 


it? Whence does it ſpring ? 


FATHER, 
IN DEE D, my dear Girl, you put a Queſtion 
to me which is not eaſily anſwered, I don't 
| wonder 


133 


wonder my inquiſitive Daughter makes this a 


Query, when it has- puzzled ſo many Philoſo- 
phers, and they have varied ſo much in their 
Opinions about it. It is an Obſervation of an 
ingenious Writer, That we can ſcarce name 
& one Point in all Philoſophy of more Importance 
or leſs, underſiood.” I ſhan't pretend to enter 
ſo far into its Nature, as to give you all the De- 
finitions of the Learned, ſome of which are con- 
trary to-one another. But they ſeem to ſpeak 
moſt intelligibly who deſcribe it a Body very ſub- 
tle, moveable, and penetrating, the Cauſe or In- 
firument F Heat and Light, Some ſay, it is the 
grand Inſtrument of all the Motion and Action 
in the Univerſe; that it is ſcattered in one 
Quantity or another every where; that without 
Fire a Man would harden into a Statue, and the 
very Air cohere into a firm and rigid Maſs. But 
you ſhould diftinguiſh (if we would ſpeak accu- 
rately) between Fire and fiery (ignited) Bodies. 
In what we call a /arge Fire, it is properly ſpeak- 
ing but a ſmall Part that is pure Fire ; the greater 
Part is Flame, Smoke, and Fuel, which the Fire 
preys upon and lodges itfelf in. The moſt pure 
Fire is what is collected in a Burning-glaſs. 


Fire is in itſelf imperceptible, and we diſcover 
it only in the Effects which it produces on Bodies 
ſubjet to it. Some of its Properties are as 


follow. 
B 4 20 
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Ir i is a weighty Body; for they tell us, that 
pure Mercury incloſed in a Phial in a gentle 
Heat for a whole Year, is reduced into a Solid, 

and the Weight of it conſiderably increaſed; and 
they know not whence the Addition of Weight 
can be but from the Fire mixed with it. And 
they tell us that Antimony, if put into the Focus 
of a Burning-glaſs, will emit Smoke, and be hea- 
vier when weighed ; and if put into a ſtronger 
will do the ſame, and ſtill increaſe in Weight. 


ANOTHER Property which is inſeparable to 
Fire is, that it expands every Subſtance it fixes 
upon. You, my Daughters, perhaps have ob- 
ſerved, that the Clamps which you put into your 
Ironing-boxes, will ſwell in the Fire when new, 
ſo that they will ſcarce enter them ; and when 
cold, they will come out much eaſier than they 
entered. And I have ſeen in an experimental 
Courſe of Philoſophy, that when a Bar of Iron 
has but juſt felt the Warmth of three Candles 
put beneath it, it has viſibly ſtretched, as one 
could ſee by an Engine formed on purpoſe to 
diſcover the niceſt Change ; and when the Lamps 
were taken away, we could as viſibly remark 
the Iron returning to its old Size. The Rare- 
faction of all other Fluids, as Wine, Ale, and 
eſpecially the Air by Fire, is more apparent in 
innumerable Inſtances that fall under our daily 
Obſer- 
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Obſervation. Without this Property, the Ther- 
mometer, by which we eſtimate Heat, would be 
of no Uſe. It is formed entirely upon this Prin- 
ciple ; and they aſſure us, that Mercury will by 
Fire ſo rarefy, as to aſcend thirty Times above 
its own Height, 


ANOTHER Property of Fire is, that it eaſily 
moves and puts into Motion all the Parts on which 
it acts, according to the Power that it ſuffers 
from them. If Oil or animal Fat is congealed 
into a Body, bring it to the Fire and it ſoon 
becomes fluid. Next to theſe we may mention 
Water, Wine, Spirits of Wine, and all Animal 
Juices ; for how often in extreme cold Seaſons, 
or, in other Words, when the Fire hath been 
moſt abſent, have the Limbs themſelves grown 
rigid or ſtiff, and almoſt Motionleſs ? The Parts 
fartheſt off from the Heart's Motion feel the 
Impreſſion firſt, and the Conſequence is, they 
mortify more or leſs; if the Cold continues 
longer, Life itſelf is in Danger by the Contents 
of the larger Veſſels being congealed. In a 
Word, as I hinted before, all Nature, without 
a Degree of intermingled Fire, would grow into 
one ſolid Body; its Particles would unite as cloſe 
as Gold itſelf, would become hard as the impe- 
netrable Diamond. Bring Fire to what is thus 
united, the Parts relax to their former Degree, 

ſo 
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to anſwer the End which the great Former 
defigned, and for the Sake of which he ordered 
that fuch a Proportion of Fire ſhould be mixed 
with other Materials. You ſee then, my Chil- 
dren, that Things are far from being ordered by 
blind Chance; nay, that Proportions are ordered 
as by Weight and Meaſure, according to the 
Rules laid down by unerring Wiſdom. Let us 
be led by this Conſideration to adore, admire, 
and fear before him, who in the Support and 


Government of the World, keeps this raging 


Element in a Bridle of Re/traint, ſo that though 
every where ſcattered, it does not exert its con- 
fuming Faculty, and yet ſo readily offers itſelf 
to the Service of every one that wants it. 


ELDEST SON. 

Pray, Sir, what do Philoſophers think in 
reſpect to the Quantity of Fire in the Univerſe 
or our Syſtem? Did the great Creator make 
only ſo much Fire, never to be increaſed or 
leſſened? Or does the Multiplication of our 
Fires, whether in the burning of Towns, or the 
hotteſt Glaſs-houſes, and other Houſes of chy- 
mical Operations, produce an Addition to the 
original Stock ? | 


FArRHER. 
Mos r of our modern Philoſophers imagine, 
that the Generation of Fire is no more than c- 
lecting 
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Iifiing a Part of what the Almighty hath created 
and diffuſed through his Works; ſo that when 
a Fire is made, and when you ſee, on the Ap- 
plication of combuſtible Matter, a Flame ariſe. 
and ſpread and turn the Wood or Coal into 
fiery Bodies, all this is but gathering from the 
Neighbourhood of the Air more of that pure 
elementary Fire which was ſcattered more 
equally, and ſo was more undiſcernible before. 
When therefore we ſay, that one Thing is more 
combuſtible than another, the Meaning is, that 
upon the Application of a Spark of Fire, one 
Thing hath a Power of attracting more than 
another. And if this is the Caſe, then the larger 
this Fire is before us, the leſs there muſt be in 
ſome other Place. If a Winter then is pecu- 
liarly warm on one Side the Globe, the other 
Side of the Hemiſphere is remarkably cold. 
You have heard of the long and exceſſive Froſt 
in the Winter of 1740, and what terrible Effects 
it produced; now it was obſerved, that in New- 
| England that Winter was uncommonly mild. 


Miss MorLy. 
I HAvE often ſtood by with filent Wonder, 
when I have ſeen the Servant ſtrike Fire, and 
could not forbear enquiring in my own Mind 
whence thoſe Sparks came ? If I handled either of 
thoſe hard Bodies, I could perceive no Signs of 
Fire 


_—— "Fixed either; and jet my Senſes tell me, the 


1 2 one ſetches Fire out of the other. I know not to 
We. . which we are moſt obliged, or how this Event 
_— takes place. Brother Thomas, not to trouble 
=E Papa with this Queſtion I turn to you. You 
1 haye ſormerly taught me a little Philoſophy, and 
* SETS : I. believe you would have taught me more, had 
1 5 my Attention encouraged you to be communi- 
1 gative. Time was when I thought ſuch Queſ- 
1 23 20 :  _ , 4ions as needleſs as other young ones of my Sex; 
== I fooliſhly ſaid, what Good will it do me to 
3 know the Nature and Reaſons of Things 21f1 _ 
* have the Benefit of che Fire to boil my Tea- 
. Kettle, what care I how it is produced. But 
nos my Thoughts take another Turn, I find 
Wo Knowledge is good for its own Sake ; it is the 
* © Food of the Mind, the perceptive Faculty of the 
"= Soul; and I have found. that the more I have 


_ enquired into the Works of God, the more 
I Wonders have opened upon my View, Things 
48 which I never dreamt of, and the Diſcovery 
hath made me ſerious: And where Folly had 
blundered, and Inattention ſtumbled before, I 


f N have ſeen We Footſteps of a Deity, and learned 

* to adore. Had I learned Latin as you did, 48 
1 ſhould have read more; but I am diſcouraged, as 
— L meet with ſo many difficult Words. I ſuppoſe - 
wdttce Gentlemen found them moſt expreſſive of 
1 their Meurs,; and if ſo, 1 muſt be — 5 


| ( 13 % INS.” 
but if I thought they did now, as I have head 
the Monkiſh Writers formerly did, wrap uß 
their Learning in a Veil of hard Words, that 
they might keep Knowledge cloſely confined, I 1 
ſhould be very angry with them.—Butwhither 
is my Tongue running? Excuſe it, you Kitow 
it is Female, —You remember, Brother, the 
Queſtion. 5 5 eee eee 
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1 an glad, my dear Siſter, to find you inqul- 
fitive into Things, the Knowledge of which. 
may afford rational Entertainment to the Mind, 
and by Means of which you may have more ve- 
nerable Thoughts of the Moſt High. But as 
to anſwering your Queſtion, ſhould T be ſilent, 
this might look like Diſreſpect to one whom I 
cordially eſteem; yet ſhould I attempt to ſpeak, | 
I might bluſh to do it in the paternal-Preſence 

or ſhould a Father's Indulgence overlook” my 

| Weakneſs, perhaps in the Breaſt of ſome here 
there is a Tribunal, at which Judgment might 
be given againſt me. But I ſee r 
in every Sunn Nee, and „ ere . 4 

THERE are various Ways by which Fiee i is 
produced, or by which it is attracted from the 
Atmoſphere around. Attrition is one. We mean 
by Anritim a Rubbing or Agitation of one 


Points of Contact are very many, though very 


your Eyes fee it, your Hand feels it “. There 
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Thing againſt another. Now if theſe are hard 
Bodies, as Flint and Steel, if the Attrition be 


very briſk and frequently repeated ; if alſo there 


is a Roughneſs in the Superficies, ſo that the 


ſmall, Warmth, Heat, and actual Sparks are 


produced. If a Knife is whetted on any Stone, 


it grows warm ſoon,” which is a Degree of Fire 
attracted ; but if whetted on a rough Stone, by 
a hard Hand and a quick Motion, it ſhall more 
forcibly collect Fire from its Neighbourhogd ; - 


This Attraction of Fire may lead us to the fol- 


lowing pious Reflections. The divine Goodneſs is 
richly diffuſed through Creation and in the Kingdom | 
of Grace. Love is ſpread like Light and Fire abroad. 
Yet Love divine, whilſt only thus generally diffuſed, 
is not ſaving; but the Spirit working upon the Soul, 
changes it into a Nature fit to receive the Action of 
this divine Fire, that its Rays might collect them- 
ſelves upon the once frozen Powers within. Every 
Graee infuſed is ſpiritually, as Philoſophers ſpeak, an 
electric per /e, which gathers not elementary but di” 

vine Fire to itſelf to emit an heavenly Flame, and 


burn up every Thing in the Heart which it cannot 
turn into Fewel to feed itſelf, * Lord, ſays the holy 


Soul, thou haſt poured out Love from thyſelf! 


« why ſhould this Fire be only around me, or dif- 


* fuſed in Propgrtions not ſtrong enough to warm ſo 
cold 


” 


1 
are alſo other Ways of producing Fire, as by 
mingling of Filings of Steel with Powder of Sul - 
phur, and making them into Paſte with Water, 
and putting them into a cloſe Place. And if I 
remember right,. Mr. Boyle produced Fire by 
putting Ice into ſtrong Oil of Vitriol. But 
ſhould my Siſter aſk me, how this Attrition of 
hard Bodies contributes to alter the Direction of 
the Particles of Fire, and center them fo as to 
make the Effects ſo ſenſible and violent, I muſt 
own it is not eaſy to account for. This ſeems 
to be beyond the Reach of human Underſtanding. 


Miss Mor Lv. 

You, Sir, who have with Smiles hearkened 
to my childiſh Prattle, when much younger, will, 
I doubt not, excuſe me, if I propoſe this Query, 


cold a Heart as mine? Oh! let it be collected up- 
on me; not a Spark, but a vehement Flame, a 


* Fire of God: Yea, rouſe thee my Faith, awake 
*-my Love to collect this Fire in the Uſe of Means, 


„in which I would rub and chafe theſe frigid 
Thoughts and Affections in God's Preſence, — 
* Give me, great Parent of Love, much of this Fire. 
* —Let thy Love transform me into its divine Like- 
* neſs. —Let me feel its Warmth, and move with its 
Motions.— Oh! kindle heavenly Love upon me! 
nor need any Fellow-Spirit have the leſs for my 
having much; I ſhall rob none, v hilſt thyſelf the 
> © undecaying Fountain of Love ſupplies us all.” 


9 | Whether 
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Whether it be warmer a good way under 
Ground, than near the Surface ? You know I 
could never make the Trial, but I have heard it 
Is. Pray, tell me, Sir, whether it is ſo or my 
and if it is, what is the Cauſe? 


F ATHER, 


© T BELIEVE: the Thing to be real; for tho' I 
have never made the Experiment any more than 
you, my Dear, yet Perſons of Veracity aſſure us, 

that after they have dug under the ſuperficies'of the 
Globe, 'which may be ſuppoſed to have imbibed 
the Solar Rays, it grows colder ; ſo that in hot 
Countries they keep Ice all the Year round, with 
which to cool their Wine. But that when they 
come 40 or 50 Feet downward, it ſenſibly grows 
warmer, ſo that their Ice will not keep its ſolid 
Form ; and that at a greater Depth it will grow 
ſo warm as to take away Reſpiration, and Per- 
ſons cannot breathe, neither will Candles live. 
But whence this Heat ſhould ariſe, is a Diffi- 
culty that can't eaſily be reſolved, Learned Men, 
as they can't account for it any other way, ima- 
gine that there is a ſubterraneous Fire, or, as 

ſome have not ſcrupled to call it, a Sun in the 

Center of the Globe. We can only ſay, Great 
c and marvellous are thy Works, Lord God 

„ Almighty!” How ſuch a Fire can burn, ſo 
| intimately cloſed up, we can t imagine; or what 
F ewel 


< 


(1) 
Fewel it is that feeds it, we are at a Lofs to 
know ; of how it i IS. that it is ſo temper'd as to 
be kepe burning, and yet reſtramed from deſtroy- 
ing all around it. There are, my dear Chil- 
tres, a thouſand Things in Philoſophy, or the 
Study of the Works of God, which are to us 
too hard to be refolved. And perhaps it may be 
fo ordered to check the Pride of Man. Know- 
ledge is apt to puff up, and the vain Mind of Man 
is ready upon knowing a little, to Imagine it 
ſhall ſoon kow all, But Man quickly falls into 
Labytinths which he knows not how to unravel, 
He muſt take one Side of the Queſtion, and yet 
Difficulties ſo great ſtare him in the Face, that 
he is ready to call them Abſurdities. Man 
Times Facts are fo evident, that he can't poſſi- 
bly deny them, and yet every Method of ac- 
counting for them is fo hedg'd up with Thorns, 
that he ſits down aſtoniſhed, and owns himſelf 
nonpluſt. His Hypotheſis are no better than what 
Mr. Pope hath repreſented them, viz. the ſpread- 
ing abroad a Sped:r's Web, or an old Philoſopher 
blowing up fine ſhewy Bubbles from Szapy Wa- 
ter, and admiring them till they burſt and diſep- 
pear. And yet Philoſophy, kept in its proper 
Place, is a noble Study ; and the Works of God 
teach us many divine Leſſons. But when in 
Reaſon's Ear Philoſophy is heard to ſay, Hi- 
& the#to can I go, but no Jake," the Word of 
Vor. II. C the 
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the Lord beams out with kind directive Rays, 
and leads us fartfer even into the deep Things 
of God. Vet as it was never the Deſign of Re- 
velation to ſatisfy our Curioſity, but to humble 
and purify us, and to lead us to the Mediator, 
to his Atonement and Spirit of Grace, to Hea- 
ven and the firſt Fruits of it, we muſt ever re- 
| member to uſe it to the Purpoſes for which it 
was deſigned, as we ought to be abundantly 
thankful that we have it as a Lamp to our Feet 
and a Light to our Paths in the moſt important 
Concerns. As to thoſe Myſteries which are 
ſpread here and there through the Scriptures, 
they are no more an Objection againſt Chriſti- 
anity, than Myſteries in Philoſophy are an Argu- 
ment that there is no Truth in the Study of Na- 
ture. Nay, if a thouſand Things muſt be left 
in God's material Works as beyond our Graſp, 
can we wonder if more than ten thouſand are 
found in the very Nature of God and in thoſe 
Works of his which are purely ſpiritual, and ter- 
minate on the Soul ? 


Bor I would not weary you; beſides, it grows 
hte ; and as the Son of God never ſat up late at 
Night, that we know of (except when he conti- 
nued all Night in Prayer) but frequently roſe early 
in the Morning; ſo I would by no Means occaſion 


your deviating from the Rule of Nature in this 
Affair, 


( 19 ) | 
Affair, which I have often pointed out to you; 
and therefore I diſmiſs you at preſent. If you 
like the Theme, we will reſume it at a proper 
Seaſon ; when, perhaps, many Things more 
may offer themſelves from this Subject not un- 
worthy our Conſideration. : 
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The Second Dialogue. 
FarnkR. 
AM always glad to have my Chit 
&= dren round me; and my Joy wilt 
JJ increaſe in Proportion as I ſee you 


8 increaſing in Wiſdom and Sta- 
ture, in Piety and mutual Love. 


And if at any Time I may be made uſeful by 


any Inſtructions and Advice to illumine your 


Minds, and form your Hearts to warmer Devo- 
tions, my Joy is fulfilled, - But to render Con- 
verſation more regular and profitable, we fixed 


upon Fire as 'our Topick, and talk'd it over in 


a philſophick way chiefly ; I apprehend if we 
re- conſider it in a religious View, it may become 


F yet more uſeful Subject. 


Miss Fanny. 


Inte, Papa, I have a little Quarrel with 
my Brother Billy, Two Days ago I ſcorched 
my Fingers, as I was playing with a Fire- coal; 
land indeed it is not, well yet) while I made a 
grievous Outery, he told me that the Fire 


| ( 21 ) 

wur nat bot. I thought at firſt that he meant 
that u very Fire was not; but he more gravely 
told me, that here was no Heat in any Fire. H 
I had not lov'd him, I. could have beaten him, 
firſt to banter my Pain, and afterwards to tell ſo 
great an Untruth. I reaſoned the Cafe with 
him from my ſorrowful Experience; but he told 
me, and ſtood to it, that wiſer People than him- 
ſelf had faid ſa, I afſur'd him, however, that L 
woure appeal to you, | 


| FaTuze. | 
Tunis bee a Way of ſpeaking taken up to 
amuſe ſuch Children as you; or they would 
teach you to ſpeak in à more accurate way. Heat 
is the Senſation or Feeling which- you experi- 
ence, and conſequently is excited in you by the 
Action of the Fire; it is the Effect of Fire prey 
ing on the Organs of Feeling ; conſequently the 
Heat is in you, and not in the Fire. The Fire 
hath Power of producing this Pain, juſt as a 
Needle if it enters the Finger produces a Pain, 
In the fame Senſe that there is no- Pain in the: 
Needle, there is no Heat in the Fire. | 


Miss Fanny. 
ne chen, Sir, I muſt ſay for the Tins 
to come, that the Fire is heating; I muſt not 
2 that my Tea is hot hen it burns my 
C 3 W 
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Tongue, nor that the Fire is too hot when I ſit 
too near it. And yet, if I am not miſtaken, I. 
have heard older and wiſer People than myſelf 
| ſpeak the ſame Language. I believe, Papa, 

you have often cautioned me in the ſame Man- 
ner. A Week ago you kindly gave me a roafted 
Apple, and told me I muſt take Care how I ate 
it, for that it was very hot; and my Mamma and 
eldeſt Siſters, nay, my philoſophick Brothers, 
have uſed the ſame Caution, when Thave been 
running haſtily to the Tea-Table and caught 
up my Diſh of Tea, they told me it was very hot. 
Whereas I find that they meant, it would heat 
me immoderately, and put me to Pain. I wiſh 
therefore, Sir, you learned Men would ſet us a 
better Example, and introduce common Expreſ- 


ſions more agreeable to the "ry and Truth 
« Things, | 


| FaTHER, 
Mr Dear, l don't kaow but you have taught us 
| aLeflon; but tis hard to break through old and 


eſtabliſhed Forms of ſpeaking. But to proceed, 


Warar a Bleſſing is the Element of Fire ſo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary as it is to the Subſiſtance of our 
World! And what a Favour that Fewe! which 
is ſo needful to ſuſtain and feed it ! How many 
. Uſes does it ſubſerve? And what Incon- 

| veniencies 


3 

| weniencies are endured where it is ſcarce and 
dear to the Inhabitants? Without the Fire which 
burns in our Candles and Lamps, what would 
a great Part of our Time in Winter be but ab- 


ſolute Darkneſs? Reading, writing, working, 


viſiting a Friend would be no more, when the 
Sun hath paid its ſhort Viſit to our Hemiſphere. 
We muſt fit ſtill, or grope our Way with 
Anxiety and Danger. Without Fire burning on 
our Hearths, moſt of the Produ#ftms of our Earth 
which miniſter to our Support, or ſerve for Re- 
freſhment and Pleaſure, would be either uſeleſs 
or unwholeſome. Unleſs our Fleſb and Fiſh are 


prepared by Fire, or, in other Words, are 


roaſted, boil'd, bak'd, or fry'd, nothing but ex- 
treme Hunger could prevent our loathing Food ; 
and at beſt, the Nouriſhment it yielded would 


be crude and undigeſtible. The Stomachs and 
other digeftive Powers of the Lion and Tyger 
may be adapted to their unprepared Fleſh ; but 


the more tender Compoſition of the human Fa- 
brick makes a Cook neceſſary, and conſequently 
Fire to operate upon, break, and diſſolve in ſome 


Meaſure the Contexture of animal Food. Would 
our Garden Roots and Herbs be fit for the Uſe 
of Man, either in Point of Nouriſhment or De- 
light, without Fire? Or how would our Brewery 
be carried on, the Riches and Refreſhment of 


ſo Mm without this Element? 
| C4 LET 


Inſtance) from the Ore as dug out of the Ground 
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LzT us deſegnd to Trade, and enquire how 
our ManufaQures can be carried on without 
Fire. Not only the Silver and Gold muſt lie by 
uſeleſs in their native Maſs, neither Ramyt into 
Coin, nor formed into Furniture, nor woven 
into Ornaments, without Fire; but the more 
uſeful and neceſſary Metals of Iren and Brgfi 
would be uſeleſs without it. Trace the Iron (fer 


to the laſt Uſe it is put to, and we ſhall find 
that Fire is nęceſſaty to all, What is otigi- 
nally a Stone is brought into Metal, made fluid 
or ductils by the Energy of Firg, It can't yet 
be made mallealle or fit for the Hammer without 
the Impreſſion of prodigious Fires. When 
wrought into Loughneſs, and formed into Bars, 
and ig ht tor the; Uſe. of the muh, what can he 
do with it if Eize does not lend its vehement 
Aid ? His brawny Arms, ate not equal to. its, 
Strength; it is too. Hubborn to be bent, too. brite, 
ile to receive the; neceſſaty Shape. But when a 
penetrating Fixe bas ſoftened its Contexture, and 
he defues to form, it into ſome uſeful Furniture 
for our Houſes, or our Horſes, to plow. up our 
Fields, to turn up our, Gardens, and a thouſand, 
Purpoſes, befides, how readily does the Metal 
fall in with his Deſign? E then the Plough and; 
its Furniture are neceſſary to our Fields, if the 


Ax 4 or — the- 1 or Pruning 1 
not 
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(nat to mention the Sword, the Spear, the Can- 
non, ot any other horrid Inftruments of Death) 
are neceflary, ſo neceſſary is the Element of Fire 
to form them to their proper Shape, ts make- 
them what they are, and to 5 * for their 


W Rp . ant 
| Boy if e be s Sat thin the Comfort 
we now enjoy, what a Bleffng 4s Fire ? How fit 
to awake, and how worthy to be itſelf the Mat- 
ter of our Praiſe? The Reſpite this Apartment 
now affords us from the congealing Power of 
the frigid Air beyond the Limits of theſe Walls, 
in diftant Parts of this Houſe, ſhould melt our 
too often freezing Hearts into Gratitude ; as on 
the other Hand, when we ſtand but an Hour 
expoſed to the nocturnal Atmoſphere, we may 
well be led to cry out with ſhivering Lips and 
deep-felt Anguiſh, ** Me can fland before his | 
« Coldneſs 2” When the Je is caſt abroad in 
Morſels, when the fleeey Snow deſcends to robe 
the Ground in the ſpotleſs Livery of Winter, 
and the Hoar-fro/ts. are ſpread abroad as the 
Abbes, how ſevere, the Seaſon? how - intenſely 
griexaus the Senſation ? But if we return to this. 
Parlour, where Air is ſo ſweetly tempered by the 
Fire before us, what Heart can chooſe but thaw: 
With the Ice and diſſolve with the Snow in Gra- 
titude, Love, and Praiſe to our great Benefactor? 
Hath 


Surplus of what is coarſe for this neceſſary Pur- 
| poſe alſo ? Let our Hearts join (united with the 


many Rods in this Bundle or Faggot, to bleſs 
which ſhall aſcend higher than thoſe Sparks, and 


Flame, as it is a purer n 


. Obligations to Providence for every Faggot we 
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Hath he provided ' Wood to grow ont of the 
Earth, not only for more elegant Uſes, but a 


facred Bandage of Heaven-born Charity) as ſo 


the Name of the Lord. Let us offer a Sacrifice 


mount aloft as far beyond this Smoke or this 


Miss Ly 
Too have, Sir, put us in Mind of our Duty 
with the greateſt Propriety, by ſhewing us our 


burn; but there is another Sort of Fewel, which 
IT have often admired ; I mean Coal, a mere Ne- 
gro in Its „ filthy to touch, and yet in its 
Uſes how mk What is it, pray, Sir? 
Is it Earth? How can it burn? What can bk 
ius Nature to make it ſo uſeful ? 


FATHER. 

COAL i 4 black, ſulphurons, infammable 
Sul ffance, dug out of the Bowels y the Earth, is 
alapted to the maſt general Uſe of Fire, and ſerves 
the moſt important Purpoſes of Fuel. Aſk thoſe 
who inhabit the torrid Zone of the Glaſs-houſes, 
who refine our Sugars, who prepare many of 


| op 
our Medicines, and the ManufaQurer who throws 
ſo various a Dye upon his Goods, Woollen, 
Linen, or Silken, and each will tell you, that 
without this Foſſil, he could ſcarce carry on his 
Deſigns, Coal is no ſmall Article in Trade, 
N avigation, and Exportation; and whatever 
there is of it in other Countries, none like the 
Coal of this Country for Quantity or Good- 
neſs. We ſell the ſubterraneous Contents of our 
Hand to Foreigners, and they are glad to bar- 
ter their Silver and Gold for theſe ſooty Pro- 
ductions. Happy Iſland ! that is ſo fruitful un- 
der Ground as well as above! which though it 
does not pretend to boaſt of that which is never 
found, but under the moſt barren, uncultivated 
Rocks, and the moſt ſcorching Rays of the 
Sun, yet it is indulged with nobler providential 
Gifts ſo well adapted to the Neceſſities and Con- 
veniences of its own Inhabitants and thoſe of its 
Neighbours. "Thouſands are cheriſh'd and warm'd 
by the Produce of Briti/h Fire, in every Manu- 
facture ſent abroad to cloath the naked, in every 
Glaſs Bottle melted into ity deſigned Shape, and 
filled with Britiſß Beer brewed by the Help of 
the ſame Element; the one in a more intenſe, 
the other in a milder Degree. Let young Men 
and Maidens, old Mem and Children, who are 
daily taſting the diffuſive Goodneſs of the moſt 
High in various Forms, praiſe the Lord 


Miss 
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: Miss MoziLy. „N 
Bor, Sir, is Pire always a Bliſſmg of Provi- 
dence ? Does not omnipotent Righteauſneſs 
fometimes make it the Inſtrument of its Ven- 


geance ? | 


FATHER. | | 

No Doubt, my Deas, but it does frequently 
and in many Ways. Though it has never re- 
ceived a flaming Commiſfion againſt our Dwel- 
ling, yet how many of our Fellow-creatures have 
fuffered this Way? Tt is one of the Methods 
by which the bleſſed God hath carried on and 
maintained his awful Controverſy, Ihe Lord will 


\ come with Firg io renden his Anger with Fury 
and his Rebuke with Flames of Fire, Fer by Firs 


and by his Swird will the Lord plead*.. How 
many by ſudden and unconquerable Fires have. 
been. impoveriſhed, yea, canſumed. or ſuffocated. 
in their Beds? Upon how many Towns and 
Cities have thoſe Words of the Lord to Jeruſa- 
lem been verified, Then will 1 kindle a Fire in 
the Gates thereof, and it ſhall devour the Palaces 
of Jernſalem,. and it. ſball not be quenched p. 
Their long Ranges of new uniform Buildings, 
have been deſtroyed by Conflagrations. Jabauah 
hath been, kuawn by the Fudgments which be exe- 
cuies, and hath written his Anger in Characters 


» Iſaiah, Ixvi. rg. + Jer, xvii. 27, 
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of Flame. When God hath ſealed the Com- 


miſſion for Fire to conſume, its Rage has 
deen uncontroulable. In vain hath the Fire- en- 


ne poured its unceaſing Torrents; the Vigour 
and Dexterity of the united Inhabitants of Towns 
and Cities have been all in vain, till he who - 
videth the Flames of Fire ſaith to them, as to the 
proud Waves of the Sea, hitherto ſhall ye go, and 
no farther. Awful Sight! when the magnifi- 
cent Marble, the poliſh'd Glaſs, the carved Cor- 
nice, the maſſy Beams, and what was perhaps 
the curious and ſplendid Works of many Years, 
is turned into a Heap of Ruins! Where are 
now the ſuperb Hangings, the figur'd Ceilings, 
the rais'd Wainſcot, the painted China, the an- 
tique Services of Plate, the boaſted Collection of 
a Family, and tranſmitted from Anceftors whoſe 
Names are almoſt forgotten? Alas ! they were 
Vanity before, and are now Vexation of Spirit. 
How inſtructive a Leſſon does this afford us? 
How uncertain the Tenure of that Man's Riches 
who hath nothing better than theſe Things for 
his Poſſeſſions? A beautiful Building To-day ! 
an Heap of Aſhes To-morrow ? Happy the 
| Chriſtian who, when his earthly Houſe is de- 
moliſhed, can look up and ſay, I have a Build- 

ing of God, a Houſe not made with Hand eternal 
in the Heavens . Can I, my dear riſing Hopes, 


* 2 Cor. v. 1. 


give 
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give you better Advice that to make it your Cate 
to ſecure a Portion in that Good which is not 
periſhable, which is inacceſſible to Accidents, 
and on which the Teeth of Time can never 
| faſten to make it decay or moulder away? 
How. deſirous Men are to be ſecured” againſt 
diſaſtrous Fires, appears by their cauſing their 
Houſes to be inſured; but there is no Inſu- 
rance like that of the celeſtial Dwelling to the 
Saints : the Promiſe and Oath of an all-powerful 
and faithful God are inviolable and everlaſting, 
It is Security itſelf. One thing more this Point 
teaches us, even to join ourſelves with them. who 
put themſelves and all they have under the divine 
Care, nor venture to lay themſelves to reſt but 
under the Shadow of his Wings who never ſlum- 


bers nor ſleeps. | 


ELDtesT Sox. 
Bur permit me, Sir, to obſerye a more ter- 


rible Cataſtrophe of this Kind than any has been 
mentioned ; I mean the Conflagration of Sodom 
and the other Cities of the Plain in Abraham's 
Time. How ſhocking their Impurities? How 
terrible the divine Judgment ? How pleaſant and 
fruitful had been their Situation ? Even as the 
Garden of the Lord, as the Land of Egypt! But 
Sin univerſally flagrant calls aloud to God's Juſ- 


tice, and that can eaſily blaſt our Bleſſings in 
their 
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their moſt vigorous Bloom; thus Plenty ſhall give 
way to Scarcity, if the affronted Governor of the 
= World gives the dread Command; thus barren 
= Rocks, burning Sands, killing F. coſts at one 
; Time, and Mildews at another, have notified the + 
divine Jealouſy, and declared his ſpotleſs Purity. 
Thus what was a Country fruitful to a Proverb 


before, is, by reaſon of Wickedneſs, become a 


Proverb the very reverſe, Was ever Deſtruc- 
tion more entire? Was there ever a Monument 


more ſtriking ? Nothing now but a ſtinking 
Lake; no Building remains, nor any thing to 


teſtify that there had been Cities, unleſs (as Tra- 
vellers tell us*) ſame Ruins had been diſcovered 
when the Waters have been remarkably low. 
They ſuffer the Vengeance of ctirnal Fire, and 
their Land is never to emerge out of thoſe 
Waters. I have often . indulged my Imagi- 
nation to think what a Conſtetnation thoſe 
Cities muſt be in when the fiery Shower not 
only began, but proceeded. Miſerable Crea- 
tures, whither can they flee? If they run from 
one Quarter to another, a liquid Torrent pur- 
ſues their Steps, meets, overtakes, and burns 
them together. Would they run into any Dwel- - 
ling, they are all in Flames already. O the 
Heart-rending Cries of one and another! Whi- 
ther now ſhall the fond Parent convey his Infant- 
Care to hide it, till this amazing Storm be blown. 


* Maundrell's Travels, p. 85. 


over? 


4.85 
* Could he petiſh with a ſingle Deſtruction, 
or die by a ſolitary Wound, it would not be ſo 
terrible. But, Oh! ſays his howling Tongue, 
my Son, O my Daughter! diſtracting Names to 
r © me now !—and who ſhall reſcue my Parents ? 
© Muſt they, muſt we, muſt all be involved in 
© one common Deſtruction ? See the vengeful 
© Fire falls upon their Habitation 1 I diſtinguiſh + 
© their Roarings amidſt the mingled Cries around 
© me, — Metciful Heaven] righteous Deity ! 
© this laſt Breath, this flaming Tongue, but 
© © ſerves me to 20d, It it a juft Defolatin*'— 
But what do I ſpy vondee? Alas ! the Bride and 
Bridegroom, (if Sodom could furniſh ſo virtuous 
a Sight) that appeared a little while ago in ſo 
much Pomp, and trod that very Street with 
ſo much Oſtentation, and drew the attentive 
Eye of the City | See them in ench others Arms 
all in Agony now! © Embrace the very Reverfe 
to Yeſterday's! the Mufick which led the Way 
with its ſoft enchanting Notes, is changed into 
the moſt terrible Shrieks and Howlings. O ſhort 
Feſtivity ! where's now the jovial Bow), the fra+ 


It may vindicate this Repreſentation of their 
relative Woe to obſerve, that the ſocial Paſſions, how - 
ever they may be perverted or abuſed, are not to be 
eraſed from Nature; and, though long oppreſſed, 
the Deſolations of this Hour would, in ſome Mea- | 
ſure, reſtore their elaſtic Spring. 


x gant 
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grant Ointment, the Song of the Drankard ? O 

the Hell that is rained down out of Heaven! O 3 
+ the Hell in the Conſcience, pierced now to the 
Quick with dire Reflections! We had our 
„ Reproofs and our Preachers, but we diſre- 
“ garded all; as the Horſe ruſheth into the 
Battle and will not- be reſtrained,” diſdain- 
te eth the Curb and rages under him that ſtrai- 
<« tens him, till the. fatal Arrow, or perhaps a 
£ Shower of them, pierce his Heart. Thus it 
„ was with us in Sodom, and thus with our 
«© Neighbours aſſociated with us in Wickedneſs, 
“ and the Judge ſupreme has made us Com- 
« panions in Deſtruction, Even the Crown of 
« Sodem's King can't now ſecure his guilty 
«© Head from deſerved Puniſhment. His Cour- 
< tiers taught him to defy the King of Kings, flat- 
c tered his Vanity, and perſwaded him into the 
Pride of Self-ſufficience, the Folly and Wick- 
ce edneſs of which this Day's Experience abun- 
« dantly declares. Where are his Guards? 
« Will devouring Judgments regard his Impe- 
c rial Robe? Will the pompous Palace ſhelter 
« him? All, all are but a Refuge of Lies, and 


* ſhall be ſwept away. Who ſhall fland in his 
6 . Sight when once he is angry 5 : | 


By T, Sir, there is a Peculiarity of Expreflion 


in this Hiſtory, which I beg the Favour of you 
Vol. II. D to 


* a 
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© cxplait. It is faid that Febovab rained upon 


Sodom and upon Gomerrah Brimſtone 1 Fire | 


from en out of N *, _. 


5 . 


ir you look into the former Chapter, and the 


former Part of this, you will find there were 

Three that came to Abraham, One of theſe 
Three ſeems to be the uncreated Angel, the 
Second Perfon in the Trinity ; for you find, that 
Two left Abraham firſt and went to Sodom, but 
Abraham ſtood yet before him of the Three, who 
was Fehovah +. So that the Expreſſion ſeems to 
denote, thar God the Son (to whom all Judg- 
ment was committed) rained from God the 


F ather this ſtrange deſtructive Fire. 


| Miss Mol r. 

Bo r Iapprehend there is one Sort of Fire which 
you have not yet touch'd upon, viz, Burning 
Mountains. I have heard of fiery Eruptions 
from under Ground. Is it true? Where are 


"theſe ſubterraneous Furnaces? Do any live near 
them ? I have heard ſomething of them, and 


*would gladly know more. Methinks my Cu- 
rioſity awakes more than ever to be acquainted 


Gen. xix, 2 + Ibid. XVI. 22. 4 John v. 


| with 


CT. 
with theſe uncommon and awful Appearances of 
Providence. * 


' 


| | N 
I BELIEVE your Elde/t Brother can give us 
an Account of Volcano s. As he has convers'd 
with Books, ſuch a Hiſtory as this muſt have 
come in his Way. We ſhall be obliged to him 
to favour us Ir fue this Head, 


ELpzsT Som. | 

IESTEENM, Sir, every ſuch Hint of your Plea- 
ſure as obligatory as a Command, and therefore, 
though doubtful of my Ability to give an Ac- 
count accurate enough to entertain your Atten- 
tion; yet depending on your Candor, and ſub- 
mitting to your Correction, I ſhall make an At- 
tempt. I think the two moſt noted Mountains 
of this Sort are Etna in Sicily, and Veſuvius in 
the Kingdom of Naples. The Story of tna is 
the moſt ancient, as Thucydides, 450 Years be- 
fore our Saviour's Time, gives .an Account of 
it; Virgil alſo, near the Birth of Chriſt, men- 
tions it. I don't know any Account of the lat- 
ter, till 500 Years after the former; a dreadful 
Eruption from which was fatal to Pliny, through 
his roo great -Curiofity, Moſt amazing are the 
Accounts of thefe two fiery Mountains which 
have been publiſhed, Sometimes only a black 
| Smoke arifes, at other Times an hideous rumb- 


D 2 ling 


(:36* )/ 
ling Noiſe is heard ; by and by there te 
Thunders and Lightnings, attended with Trem- 
blings and Concuſſions of the Earth. Then 
perhaps the Smoke hath become bright and 
ſhining, the Stones have craſhed and flew abroad, 
and then fallen into their former Den. But 
ſometimes theſe Exploſions have taken place fo 
ſuch a Degree, that even Pieces of Rocks have 
been whirl'd up into the Air, as if light as a 
Tennis- ball or Sky- rocket. Such has been the 
Power of theſe Mountains within, that at Times, 
as that in the Year 1632, an ingenious Philo- 
ſopher - imagined that Fragments of Rocks of 
300 pound Weight were toſſed no leſs than three 
Miles into the Air: And yet theſe Exploſions _ 
are not the worſt ; for at certain Seaſons the 
melted vitrified Bowels of the Earth have boil'd 
up as a Pot, till the dreadful Scum. has flow'd 
over and deluged every Thing in its Way. The 
| ery Stream hath continued ſome Days; one 
Wave rolling upon another till it hath reached 

the Sea; and through the powerful Confiſtence 
of the Fire it contained, hath even there kept in 
a body unextinguiſh'd for the Space of a Mile 
or two. Who can meditate without Horror on 
the Deſtruction ſuch a flaming Inundation 
brings? Farms with all their fruitful Plantations 
are ſwallow'd up ; ripening Harveſts are: buried 


under the fiery Surge 3 5 en Olive- yards, 
1 and 
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and Vineyards are blended in one general Ruin. 


Once a Stream from tna, we are told, over- 
whelmed fourteen Towns and Villages, con- 
taining 3 or 4000 Inhabitants ; the very Noiſe 
was heard 60 Miles, This Cataſtrophe hap- 
pened in the Year 1669. The Torrent of fiery 
Brimſtone firſt took its Road to the Sea, and 
afterwards it bent its Courſe towards the City 
Catanea, that very Catanea which was a few 
. Years after entirely ſwallow'd up. 


THE lateſt Account of Mount tina I have 
met with, was publiſhed by the Royal Society 
of London. In their Philoſophical Tranſactions 
they tell us (from the Account ſent by the Ma- 
giſtrates of the City of Maſcali) ** that after a 
« great Quantity of Flame and Smoke, attended 
« with a horrible Noiſe, and Showers of Stone 
* and black Sand, on Monday March 10, 1755, 
there ſprang from the Bottom of the Moun- 
« tain, as it were, a River of Water, which in 
c the Space of half a Quarter of an Hour not 
« only overflowed to a conſiderable Diſtance the 
«© rugged Land near the Foot of the Hill; but, 
“ upon the Water's ſuddenly going off, levell'd 
& all the Roughneſs and Inequalities of the Sur- 
face, and made the Whole a large Plain of 
Sand. A Country- fellow, who was preſent 
* at fo ſtrange a Sight, had the Curioſity to 
| D 3 &* touch 
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cc touch this Water, and thereby ſcalded the 
« Ends of his Fingers. After the Water had 
c done flowing, there ſprang from the ſame 
Opening a ſmall Stream of Fire, which flowed 
“ 24 Hours, On Tueſday, about a Mile be- 
& Jow this Opening, there aroſe another Stream 
& of Fire, which being in Breadth about 400 
Feet, like a River began to overflow the 
d adjoining Fields, and actually continues with 
e the ſame Courſe, having extended itſelf about 

© two Miles, and ſeeming to threaten the 
„ Neighbourhood,” 


Bzsipxs theſe, Sir, you know better than I 


that there are many of theſe ignivomaus Moun- 
- tains ſcatter'd over our Globe. In Jceland we 

find a Mount Hella, In the Weſt-Indies near 

| Guatimala in Scuth America, there is a Moun- 
tain that vomits Fire in ſuch a Manner, that 
huge Pieces of Rocks are hurled with as much 
Vehemence as Balls out of a Cannon; and in 
the Night a written Letter hath been read by the 

Light of it at the Diſtance of three Miles, If 
we turn to the Za/t-[ndies, the Dutch (who by 
their extended Trade and Settlements- are. beſt 
" acquainted with that Part of the World) inform 
us, that in the Iſland of Java a Mountain broke 
out for the firſt Time in 1586, diſcharging ſuch 
Quantities of burning Brimſtone, that above 
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10,000 Perſons in the Country were deſtroyed ; 
that it caſt out great Pieces of Rocks, accom- 
panied with ſo diſmal a Smoke, that the Sun 
was covered with it, and the Day almoſt turned 
into Night, And they tell us, that the Moun- 
tain Gonnapi, that continued burning ſeventeen 
Years, broke from the reſt with a terrible Re- 
port in April in the ſaid Year 1586 ; throwing 
out a dreadful Quantity of burning Matter and 
red-hot Stones two Yards long, beſides ſuch 
prodigious Numbers of a ſmaller Sort, that they 
rendered the Sea in a Manner unſailable, where- 
by the Fiſh were ſuffocated, and the Waters 
boiled as in a Kettle with a Fire under it. And 


the like in Sumatra, and many other Places, 
Nay, I have read of Sailors in the Archipelago 
who have felt their Veſſels ſhaken, retarded, and 
toſſed, and the Sea all about them convulſed and 
agitated to a great Degree; and that afterwards 
they have ſeen the Surface of the Water over- 
ſpread with Pumice Stones, ariſing from the 
Bottom of the Sea ; which half-burnt Stones 
could ariſe only from the Eructations of Fire. 
Nay, (once more) in the Year 1707, there 
ſprung up a new Ifland from the Bottom of the 
Sea, near the Iſland Santini; from which, 
about the End of Augu/?, the ſubterraneous Fires 
{which at firſt made a tercible Rumbling) burſt out 

with ſuch violent Noiſe, as if fix or ſeven Pieces 
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of Cannon were diſeharged at the ſame Time j 
and made continually new Rents and Openings, 
through which ſometimes. à great Quantity of 
Aſhes, and ſometimes. ſo vaſt a Number of little 
glowing Stones were caſt up into the Air, that 
they made another little Iſland ; and there were 
frequently ſeen huge burning Pieces of Rocks 
toſſed into the Air, like Bombs and Carcaſſes, 
with ſuch force, that they were carried ſeven 
Miles before they were dropt into the Sea. Such 
Things I have read in NVieutentyt's Religious 
Philoſopher, which AR were ſo 2g as to put 
into my Hand, - 


I can ſeldom think of theſe Subjedts of late, 


but it reminds me of that more awful Deſcrip- 
tion Dr. Watts hath given us of Jebovab's De- 
ſcent on Mount Sinai. 


Ming ſhall be Hs no more; 
. ina, the Torch of Sicily, 
Not half ſo high 
Her Lightnings fly; 
Not half ſo loud her Thunders roar 
Croſs the Sicanian Sea, to fright th* Italian Shore. 
Behold the ſacred Hill ! its trembling Spire 
Quankes at the Terrors of the Fire, 
While all below its verdant Feet | 
| bagger and reel under th Almighty Weight. 
; Preſs'd 
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Preſs d with a greater than N Atlas Lond 
Deep- groan'd the Mount; it never bore” 
Infinity before ; _ 
It bow'd and ſhook beneath _ Burthen of a 
| | God. Py 
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And dying Groans torment the Air, 
 AndShrieks and Swoons and Deaths were there. 
The bellowing Thunder and the Lightning's 
3 
pPpread thro' the Hoſt a wild Amaze 1 
Darkneſs on every Soul and pale was every Face. 
Confus d and diſmal were the Cries 
Lat Moſes ſpeak, or 1ſrael dies.” 
Moſes the ſpreading Terror feels 
No more the Man of God conceals . 
His ſhivering and ſurpriae; 
Feet with recovering Mind commands 
Silence and deep Attention thro? the Hetrew 
| Bands, &c:. | 
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FATHER. 


1 BELIEVE the Company j join their Acknow- 
ledgments with mine for this Hiſtory. In this - 
Glaſs we may view a little of the amazing Power 

of Jehovah, and muſt ſee reaſon to own, with 
God is terrible Majefly. How ſhould the profane 

tremble at * 3 of the unoppoſable 

Power 
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Power of the Moſt High? The Heathen raged, 
the Kingdoms were moved, be uttered his Vaice, the 
Earth melied*, When he goeth forth as a 
Judge to take Vengeance, a Fire goeth before 
him and burneth up his Enemies round. about him, 
yea the Hills melt like Wax at the Preſence of the 
Lord f. O! wha can ſland in bis Sight when 
once he is angry? How feeble, how vain, how 
- ridiculous would the Attempts of human Power 
de to put by or thruſt back his Hand, when he 

cometh forth and maketh a Way for his Anger? 
As well might a Nut- ſhell ſtop in its Career a 
 Firſt-rate Man of War and daſh it in Pieces, as 
well might a Feather cope with a ſtormy Whirl- 
wind, or dry Stubble bound devouring Flames, 
which is only Fuel to increaſe them, O my 
Children, fear the Lord, and learn to give Glory 
to him. Dread above all Things his Diſplea- 
ſure. Reſt not an Hour under 75% Frowns, 
which are infinitely worſe than Death. Cry 
mightily, fly to the Redeemer, and ſhelter your- 
ſelves by Faith under his Merits who is, who alone 
it mighty to ſave, Highly eſteem him as the 
Rock af your Salvation. ¶ hen the divine Wrath - 
is kindl:d but a littl:, and a Senſe of that Wrath 
is at all impreſſed upon the Conſcience, the Cry 
will be, Bleſſed are all they that have put their 
Truft in him. But if the moſt High, who does 
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all theſe Things, is your Covenant God and 
Friend, you may take an awful Delight in view- 
ing his Perfections. He that toucketh the Mun 
tains and they ſmoke, and hath all theſe: Maga» 
zines of Fire under his Direction and at his Diſ- 
poſal, will employ them, if there is Occaſion, 
in the Defenee of his People; for he promiſes, 
among other Things, to be a Wall of Fire 
round about Feruſalem, both to defend his Flock 
againſt the Beaſts of the Wilderneſs, and to burn 
up thoſe who n their Deſtruction. 


Tuus 1 would, my dear Children, diſmiſs 


you, as I would 29 H retire, under an affecting 
Senſe of theſe moſt important Things; intreat- 


ing that the believing Meditation on them may 
animate us. to peculiar Ardour in committing 
ourſelves to the Care of the Shepherd of Iſrael 
during the Watches of the enſuing Night, 


The Third Dialogue. 


Far THER, 


NE S I have always, my dear Children, 
treated you with Tenderneſs, ſa I 

have thought it my Duty, with 
c a View to your Intereſt, to en- 
courage you to come with all 
your Difficulties to me, that I might, if poſſi- 
ble, diret you to Relief. If therefore any of 
you have any Thing to offer referable to the 
Point we have been upon, we ſhall at leaſt hear 


with Candor. 


- 


Miss MoLLy. 

| ' Your Declaration, Sir, gives me ſo fair an 
Occaſion, that I ſhould afterwards regret it if I 
now let it flip. There is a Place of Scripture, 
which I have ſometimes thought obſcure ; it is 
a Prediction of John Baptiſt relating to our Lord, 
He ſhall baptize you 1 the Holy gains and with 
Fire *. 


. Matt. iii. 11. 


FATHER, 


{ 4). 
TER ' FATHER, . 
* AM da you mention it, as I was e 
to ſpeak next of the Influences of the divine 
Spirit, as compared to Fire. We may then pa- 
raphraſe the Words mentioned thus: 1 (ſays 
« FJobn e) adminiſter only a Water-Baptiſm, as a 
6 Sign of what you may hope for, and of the 
60 Repentance which you are obliged to: And 
& here I ſtop; but there is one at Hand infinitely 
% my Superior, who will pour out his Spirit 
« upon you; which, as it will be repreſented 
* by a lambent Flame, will act as 'a ſpiritual 
Fire upon your Hearts; for his Operation 
© will illuminate, kindle, pious and devout AF- 
* feCtions, yea, purify and warm the Soul.” 
When Miniſters baptize, the v1/4b/e Character 
and Relation of the Baptized is changed; but 
when Chriſt by his Spirit baptizes, a rea Change 
is wrought, the Heart is formed anew, By 
Water the Outward Man is cleanſed ; by the 
Application of the Spirit, the hidden Man of the 
Heart. The Metaphor is taken from the Puri- 
fication of Metals, the moſt effectual of which 
is by Fire, Sin then is the Droſs of the Soul, 

it hath tarniſhed all its Powers (How i is the Gold 
became dim, and. the moſt fine Gold changed?) 
Such is the ſpreading Corruption of the human 
Heart, that there is not one but has Reaſon to 
complain, and- when under the deen In- 
| 13 fluences 
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"Gold is become Drojs. ' But when a Perfon is 
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fluences of the Spirit, he does complain, my 


ſanctified, he is refined as Silver it refined *, 
What Fire then is to the impure Metal, that 


the Spirit of Grace is to the Soul. For this 
| Reaſon the Bleſſed Redeemer was predicted and 
promiſed before he made his Appearance under 


the Character of à Refiner. Hie ſhall ben Re- 


finer? s Fire——and be ſhall fit as a R efiner and 
Purifier of Silver, and he ſhall purify the Sons of 


Levi, and purge them as Gold and Silver + This 
AR of Chriſt carries in it an inward and moſt 
entire Change. He will not only waſh away 
the Spot contracted from without, but will take 
away the Droſs which is found within, and ſe- 
parate from Men thoſe indwelling Corruptions 
which render their Faculties worthleſs, unpro- 
fitable, and baſe, and ſo make their Powers, like 
Gold refined, both valuable and uſeful. For this 
| SanAification he laid a Foundation in his Death; 


for he gave himſelf for us, that he might ſantlify 


and cleanſe us. Then it was that he procured 


the Spirit of Holineſs, and in conſequence of the 
Merit of his Death and his Interceſſion, the Spi- 


rit is ſent down, this great Refiner, into the 
Hearts of his People. And, O tow bleſſed and 
glorious are the Effects of his Approach, Opera- 
tion, and Indwelling i ? As Fire emits Light and 


 ® Zech. xiii. 9. + Mal. iii. 2 and 3. 
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Heat, and produces a mighty Change upon every 
Obje& it penetrates, ſo does the Spirit when he 
comes into the Mind and Heart. The dark Un- 
derſtanding is enlightened, and the moral Night 
turned into Day; by the Rays of this celeſtial 
Fire the frozen Heart is thaw'd, ſtupid Sinners 
awake to Senſibility, are melted, and made to 
cry out upon the Diſcovery of divine Grace, 
H:w did our Hearts burn within us? And as in 
material Fire there is always a Tendency towards 
Heaven (for it naturally mounts upwards) thus 
it is with the Soul born from on high that feels 
the new creating refining Influences; it ſeeks 
thoſe Things which are above. 
J 5, op 

Ler my Children learn to value highly the 
glorious Redeemer under this Character. What 
a Heap of Droſs, fit only to be trodden under 
Foot, hath Sia made us? Wretched Heart! 
(may each of us ſay) that ſavours ſo much that 
which is earthly and carnal ! bewitched and cap- 
tivated with Joys.and Sorrows that are ſenſual ! 
unworthy thy great Original, and a Reproach 
to thy rational Powers ! But how admirable the 
Change, when divine Grace enters the Soul ? 

When the Eye is opened to difcern the Beau- 
ties of Holineſs, and the ſublime Glories of the 
Godhead, nothing then,can ſatisfy the Man 
| ſhort of Communion with the Moſt High, and a 


* Bleſſed- 
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Bleſſedneſs in his Likeneſs .and Smiles? Then 
he is enabled to tread the Gratifications of Senſe 
under Foot, to deſpiſe the Gaieties of Courts, 
the Sceptres of Princes, and the Victories and 
Triumphs of a Cæſar, in Compariſon of his be- 
ing a Child of God, the Enjoyment of his Love, 
an Intereſt in the Promiſes of the new Covenant 
and the firſt Fruits of celeſtial Joys. As Heaven 
is high above the Earth, as God is ſuperior to 
the Creature, as the Soul is preferable to the ma- 
terial Body in Nature and Duration ; ſo refined 
is the Employment, the Taſte and the Converſe 
of the Man above what it was before. He that 
was once a Dupe to brutal Gratifications, be- 
comes a Fellow- Commoner with Angels: And 
as a Perſon who is taken to Court, and hath 

eaten and converſed with the Nobility and Prin- 

ces, cannot afterward take up with the ruſtick 
Diet, the mean Apparel and flat Converſation of 
the Cottage whence he ſprang ; ſo the Chriſtian 
who hath «tained by the Lot of free Grace“ a 
divine Nature, cannot think of ſpending his Days 
and employing his Powers in carnal Acquiſitions 
as once he did. Invite then, my dear young 
Creatures, the good Spirit to take up his Abode 
in aur Hearts. Give him a Welcome ſuitable 


* Ev 9 xai_xnnpuInyer, in whom we alſo have ob- 
tained an Inheritancee or Lot, Eph. i. 11. Aazyouos 
riger. 2 Pet. i. 1. obtained by Lot—£aith, 
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to the Work he comes upon; and, as far as may 
be, co-operate with him, or at leaſt (to keep 
my Eye upon the Element before us) guench not 
the Spirit, Withold not the Fewel of Ordi- 
nances; for by Prayer, Attendance on the Word, 
frequent Meditation, and other Duties of Reli- 
gion, this Fire is commonly fed. Dread more 
than Death Lazineſs and preſumptuous Sins ; for 
Water is not more oppoſite to material Fire, 
than Sins againſt Light and Conviction to the 
ſacred Fire of the Spirit's Influences. Blow up 
this Fire in each other, my dear Children, mu- 
tually encourage every good Motion. Pray one 
for another; and, in a Word, be this your Am- 
bition, next to your own ſpiritual Advantage, to 
be inſtrumental of Good to a Brother or Sifter, 
And what you do in this Affair, do it heartily, 
and with à holy. Zeal. But let me conſider the 
Particulars of this ſacred Fire, for it burns in 
ſeveral Forms, eſpecially in that of religious Zeal; 
which Word in the Greek literally denotes the 
hiſſing Noiſe made by melted, liquid Metal caſt 
into Water; or the Metaphor may be taken 
from the hiffing Noiſe which Water makes when 
it grows hot over the Fire. Zeal then is moral 
Fire ; if wrong in its Principle or its DireQion, 
it is the Soul's Wilafre. It hiſſes, affrights, and 
ſcorches all. about it. It ſhews itſelf in Envy, 
Quarrels, groundleſs Jealouſies, and miſguided 
Vol. II, E Eagerneſs, 
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Eagerneſs. But the 3 which is the. Fruit of 
the Spirit, the Earneſt of eternal Ardours before 
the Throne, is the Soul's Vigor in acting for 
God and his Glory, for the Egification of the 
Mediator's Kingdom, the Propagation of ſacred 
Knowledge, vital Holineſs, the Refargation of 
Manners, and the Salvation of Men's Souls, 
Thus in the political World we call him a zea- 
bus Subject, who acts vigorouſly for his King 
and Country, ever attentive to the Honour of 
the one, and the Intereſt of the ather ; ; improv- 
ing every Opportunity to promote them, and 
kindling into Reſentment and Oppoſition againſt 
thoſe who ſhew themſelves Enemies to either. 
This divine Fire is the Reverſe of that Sloth and 
Lukewarmneſs which the Goſpel ſo much con- 
demns, and which expoſe Churches to be ſpewed 
out of Chriſt's Mouth and rejected for ever, as 
the Averſion of his Nature. And while we take 
our Aim right, how agreeable is it to right Rea- 
ſon that we ſhould be zealous f Where Impor- 
tance id inſcribed on the Object, where the 
greateſt Conſequences attend the Iſſue of the 
Undertaking, where the very End of our Be- 
ing and Redemption is to be anſwered, and 
where the Iſſue muſt be the Ruin or Salvation 
of the Soul, and that through the Duration of 
eternal Ages, ſhall we not beſtir ourſelves ? 


» Where Heaven and all its Joys is the Mark of 
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the Prize, ſhalt we not run? What courageous 
Zeal inſpired the Heart of Luther ! who when 
invited to appear before the Emperor, and cau- 
tioned againſt truſting to his Safe-conduR, 
remembering how the publick Faith had been 
violated at the Council of Conflance againſt John 
Hus and Jerome of Prague, boldly anſwered, 
« At he had a Call, he would enter the City of 
« Worms, in the Name of the Lord Feſus, thiugh 
« there were as many Devils there as Tiles upon 
« the Houſes,” Thus he imitated the bleſſed 
Paul, who, glowing with unequalled Degrees 
of this ſacred Fire, reſolved to perſevere in 
preaching Chriſt crucified, and diſplaying his 
amiable Glories, though Prifons, Bonds, and _ 
Death ſtood in his Way. I am ready not to be 
bound only, but alſo to die at Feruſalem for the 
Name of the Lord Teſus *, And well might the 
Apoſtle, who was' ſo zealous himſelf, inculcate 
the ſame Temper on others. Not ſlath ful in 
Buſineſs, fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord +, If 
you give way to Sloth, my dear Children, you 
cannot fill up your Relations nor accompliſh 
the Buſineſs of common Life; and therefore you 
ſhould guard againſt it, and rouze yourſelves 
from it. Much more ſhould you be fervent in 
Spirit ſerving the Lord, Was I to tranſlate this 


Word literally, I muſt ſay hoiling-hot in Spirit. 


Acts xxi. 13. + Romans xii, 11. 
E 2 When 
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Wyen therefore you wait upon the Lord in the 
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Duties of Religion, how ought you to ſtir up 
yourſelves, that all your Powers may be awake 
and wakeful? That the Mind may be intent, 
and the, Affections invigorated ? David not only 
prays, but cries in his Prayer. I will cry with 
my Voices; hereby noting the Energy within, 
ſuch a Conſtraint as could not be ſtifled in the 
breaſt, but muſt ſhew itſelf by the Voice. He was 
like a Perſon in Diftreſs and Danger, who cannot 
keep his Caſe to himſelf, cannot help crying aloud, 
when drowning ; or ſuppreſs the inward Impor- 
tunity. This is repreſented by our Saviour un- 
der the Expreſſion of nocking + at the Door of 
Mercy; here is Vehemence ariſing from a View 
and Senſe of the Importance of thoſe Things 
which are the Matter of our Requeſt, As there- 
fore Fire puts Life and Motion into the Liquors 
that are ſet over it, ſo Grace in the Soul puts 
Vigour into its Powers; fain would the Chriſ- 
tian, when this Zeal burns, perform a Worſhip 
ſuitable to the Being he adores, and the Sou! 
whoſe Profit he aims at. Shall I here repeat an 
Extract out of Biſhop Halls Contemplations ? 
An Arrow, if it be drawn up but a little way, 
“goes not far; if it be pulled up to the Head, 
c it flies ſtrongly and pierces deeply. Thus 
« Prayer, if it be but dribbled forth of careleſs 
© Pal. xxvii. 7. Lake xi. . 
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« Lips, it falls down at our Feet. It is the 
« Strength of Ejaculation that ſends it up ĩnto 
“ Heaven, and fetches down a Blefling thence. 
* The very unjuſt Judge cannot bear the Wi- 
c dow's Clamour. Heartleſs Motions do but 
4 beſpeak a Denial; whereas fervent Suits offer 
« a ſacred Violence to Earth and Heaven, It 
« is not the Arithmetick of aur Prayers, how 
<« many, nor the Rhetorick of our Prayers, how 
c el:quent, nor the Geometry of our Prayers, how 
« long, nor the 1{uſick of our Prayers, the 
ce Sweetneſs of our Voice, nor the Logick of our 
« Prayers and the Method of them; but the 
c Divinity of them, which God ſo much affect - 
« eth. The fervent Prayer of the Righteous avail- 
& eth much.” 


| Once more, perhaps. Fire and Flame are 
never more frequently adapted to any thing of a 
Moral Nature, than when Love is ſpoken of, 
Whether the Writers are grave Divines or wan- 
ton Poets, the Paſſion of Love is repreſented un- 
der this Emblem. 


Deſcend, celeſtial Fi ire, 

And ſeize me from above, 

Melt me in Flames of pure Deſire, 
A nnn 


Again, 


the Soul, and too ſeldom a Spark ſtruck by the 
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The Beauty of my native Land 
Immortal Love inſpires, | 
T'burn, I burn with ſtrong Deſires; 


And ſigh and wait the high Command, Ge. 
| WATTS. 


Love is too often the Fire of Hell enkindled in 


Hand of God. The adulterous Paſſion is ſen- 


ſual and brutiſh, and burns downward with in- 


verted Flames towards the infernal Pit. On 
the other Hand, when a Coal from God's Altar 
hath touched the Heart, it flames towards Hea- 
ven. The blefſed God, the incomparable Re- 
deemer, and the Reſemblances of him who is 


the Fountain and Standard of all Excellence, are 


embraced and delighted in. O! what Love to 
Jeſus Chriſt glowed in the Heart of St. Jerome, 
when he cried out in one of his Epiſtles to his 
Friend, If my Father ſtand before me, if my 
% Mother hang upon me, if my Brethren ſhould 
« preſs about me, I would break through my 
« Brethren, I would throw down my Mother, 
e tread under Foot my Father, that I might 


« cleave the faſier to Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour.“ 


O for ſuch a Fire to fo * an Object, whoſe 
| Cots 


/ 


(Ss) 
Codls bed 4 muſt vehenent Hams, which many 


Waters cannot quench, nor the Fluds drown it ! 


| BuT Thive done wich this long Harangue— 
if any « of you are inclined to ſtart a new Point, 
I am ready to attend to it. 


Miss Morrr. 


IAN afraid I-ſhall be thought too much of 2 
| - Queriſt, otherwiſe I would propoſe ſomething 

further which may give you and my Brothers an 
Opportunity of diſcourſing profitably to us. It 
is a Point too, which this Fit ire hath often put me 
in Mind of. 


| Erprsr Son. 
Sim, I beg Leave tc to anſwer my dear Sifter's 
Apology. I dare ſay what ſhe has to propoſe 
will not be impertinent. The Modeſty of her 
Sex, joined with a natural Di ffidence, nk her 
too ſby; [ believe if the is too forward now, it 
will be the firſt Time. I am' confident her 
Friends like her beſt when her Tongue is moſt 
at Liberty; her good Senſe, her Piety, her Ten- 
detneſs and Softneſs of Diſpoſition 


Miss Mol v. 
Hvsn, Brother, this is not kind; had you 


talk'd in this extravagant Way to a Company who 
E 4 were 
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were Strangers to me, they might be ready to 
imagine your Siſter was ſomething extraordinary, 
the very Phcenix of her Sex; but all here know 
otherwiſe. And were it not that I know you 
love me, and would not expoſe me by drawing 
a Character for me with a ſarcaſtick Pencil, I 
ſhould take it much amiſs to be laugh'd at. 

However, I hope my good Brother will not take 
it amiſs, if I am complimented into Silence; 
and that my Father will excuſe me that I am 
thrown to far i into Confuſion to proceed. 


_ Er ntsr Sow. | 

I srLDoM flatter, and yet more ſeldom err on 
the other Extreme. I dare not Expoſe any to 
Ridicule, or turn Characters in Company into 
Contempt; and ſhould I play the Droll upon a 
dear Sifter, this would be moſt inexcuſable. But 
ſhould I go on to expatiate on the Truth of 
what I have ſaid, it muſt be by an Induction of 
Particulars which will neceſſarily ſet off my Sif- 
ter's Conduct; the Conſequence of this will be, 
that if I have err'd already, 1 ſhall err ftill more. 
And if I have deprived myſelf of Entertainment 
from her Lips by what 1 have ſaid already, I 
am afraid her Silence will be confirmed, and 
her Mouth, which has often .fed and feaſted 
many, will be /za/ed up. I intreat then that you 
will not make me more obnoxious to the Reſent- 


r 
ment of the Family, as I bave been the innocent 


Occafion of breaking in upon the delightful 
Converſation | in which we were engaged. 


Miss Mor tv. 
Wuar ſhall I ſay? You have embarraſſed 
mne much ! Silence would beſt pleaſe, but I would 
not be thought ſullen. And having little to ſay 
worthy the Regard of ſo good Company, ſhould 
I apologize too much, and be perſwaded to ſpeak 
at length, I ſhould expoſe myſelf the more; I 
will therefore tell my Father what I was going 
to ſay, Since we have been upon this Theme 
Fire, my Thoughts have been frequently work- 
ing towards the Fires of Smithfield in Queen 
Mary's Days, and thoſe herrid Flames which 
the Torch of Perſecution hath lighted up in 


many Parts of the World; Cruelties which are 
the Reproach of the. human Nature ! But that 
any thing of this Kind ſhould be found in the 
Chriſtian Church, flill more amazes me!] Some- 
times I have repreſented theſe Fires to myſelf as 
the Saint's Vehicle to Glory, and been ready to 
call them. Elijab's fiery Chariot, in which they 
aſcended to the World of Spirits. Sometimes 
my Thoughts have entered deep into the Cruelty 
of the Church of Rome, and when I have viewed 
her in the prophetick Glaſs, under the Myſtery 
of the great Whore, making herſelf drunk with 

| the 
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the Blood of the Saints, 7 have wondered with 
great Admiratien. At other Times, with Sure 
prize and Joy I have contemplated the Conſtancy 
of theſe Diſciples of Jeſus, who have borne the 
fiery Trial. In the one I have ſeen much of 
Hell, in the other much of Heaven. In the one 
the Malice of Satan, as an Oppoſer of Chriſt in 
his Cauſe and Kingdom and a' Murtherer, as he 
was from the Beginning; in the other, wondrous 
Communications from their glorious faithful 
Head, which made them more than Conquerors. 
But as my good Father knows more of the one 
and other, I would entreat his Thoughts on 


Farnnn. 


T Have Gaines you up to an Acquaintance 
- with the Book of Martyrs, that I might lead you 


into a juſt Abhorrence of that antichriſtian Church, 
which hath in ſo many Ages employed her da- 
bolical Rage upon the faithful Servants of Jeſus. 
1 have at Times, in my Converſe with you, 
dwelt upon the Errors of that Church; Errors 
which ſeem to ſap the Foundations of Chriſti- 
anity, as they are calculated by the Maxims of 
worldly Policy, to promote the Grandeur, Pride, 
Covetouſneſs, and tyrannical Superiority of the 
Clergy over the Laity, which viſibly bear the 
Character St. James gives of the Wiſdom from 
beneath, 
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beneath, viz. earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh 4. 
Chrift tells us that hi: Kingdom is not of this 
World; but they have made that Kingdom on 
which they have impoſed his Name, to conſiſt 
in Pomp and Plenty, in riding over the Necks 
of Princes, and ſubjecting Perſons, Properties, 
and Conſciences too to their extravagant Impo- 
fitions. The Doctrines of Tranſubſtantiation, 
the Infallibility of the Pope, the Pains of Pur- 
gatory, and the Power of the Prieſt to deliver 
Souls out of it, the Neceſſity of auricular Con- 
feffion, Abſolution from the Prieſt, the Celibacy 
of the Clergy, &c. appear to be introduced by 
cunning Men to aggrandize the Church in gene- 
ral or the Prieſts in particular, and to keep the 
People in a ſervile Dependancte upon both, 
Theſe were introduced gradually in thoſe Ages 
when Darkneſs had overſpread the Church; and 
by two Means more eſpecially are the Papiſts ta 
this Day ſupporting their Babel; the firſt is Jg 
norance; to this End they take away the Key 


of Knowledge from the Laity ; they diſcourage 


their acquainting themſelves with divine Things, 
the Conſequence of which would be, they would 
ſee the Bonds of Error by which they were cap- 


tivated, and attempt to burſt them; they muſk 


therefore be kept in the Dark, and leave the 
Prieſt to judge for them, and he engages to — 
® James iii. 15. 


them 
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them right z but what ſhall we ſay when the Blind 
| (or the cunning Sophiſter) lead the Blind p But 
ſome vill fee ; they aſſert the Prerogative of hu- 


man Nature to judge for themſelves, and dare to 


obey Chriſt, who has -ſaid, ** ſearch the Scrip- 
„ ture;”” © prove all Things.” Such ſhall be inti- 
midated with all Manner of Cruelty to be exer- 
ciſed upon them. Nor have their Threats been 
Wind and Words only; their Fires have been 
more dreadful than thoſe of Rome Pagan. O the 
deſtructive Wars carried on in the Southern Parts 
of France againſt the Albigenſes and Walgenſes | 
under the Conduct of the Pope's Legates and 
Generals employed by them]! What Trophies of 
Inhumanity did they win ! wherever they came 
they might be traced by their Footſteps of Blood. 
Cruſades were publiſhed (ſuch as had before been 
ſent forth in what they called the Holy War 
againſt the Saracens for the Recovery of the 
Holy Land) with the Promiſe of Remiſſion of 
Sin; this brought together a hundred thouſand 
Men and more ; and, being taught that if they 
fell in Battle they would certainly go to Paradiſe, 
they ruſhed upon the Sword, puſh'd on by en- 
thuſiaſtick Bigotry ; they inſulted Nature's pri- 
mæval Law, and rather courted Death than 
ſhunned it. The Conſequence was, the Country 
was made an Aceldama; Cities became Heaps, 
the Fields were turned into Deſerts, Princes were 

diſinherited, 


1 
diſioherited, Nobles facrificed, and their ancient 
and honourable Families became extindt. Who 


can read the Accounts of the Maſlacres at Paris 


and in Ireland, and not bluſh to think that ſuch 
Cruelties could be exerciſed by Beings deſigned 
to be rational? Who can but wonder with ex- 
treme Horror, that the more ſedate and (if poſ- 
ſible) more exquiſite Barbarities of the Inquiſition 
could ever enter, much more be :ndulged in, a 
human Heart? Amazing! that the Tenderneſs 
of the Female Sex, the Nonage of the young, the 
blind, the lame, the Gentleman, the Scholar, the 
Divine, muſt fall an undiſtinguiſhed Sacrifice to 
the Molochs of the Romi/h Church? Are theſe 
the Followers of that Jeſus- who reproved his 
Diſciples for even thinking to call down Fire 
from Heaven to conſume thoſe that affronted 
him in Perſon ? Did he not declare that he came 
not to deſtray Men's Lives, but to ſave them? 
Do a Gardiner and Bonner appear to be the Fol- 
lowers of the meek and tender-hearted Jeſus ? 
Do they act like his Vicegerents, when commit- 
ting the moſt ſhocking Barbarities, which un- 
biaſs'd Nature can't think of without ſhudder- 
ing? Wretched Butchers! firſt to deſtroy the 
Sheep of Chriſt, and then declare they did it out 
of Zeal for the Shepherd ! nay, hypocriticall 
aſſure them it was for their Soul's Good ! but 
Lies and Cruelty are too well match'd ; and ſurely 
| p none 
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none but thoſe who are of their Father the Devil, 
jo point of Cruelty and Murther, could reſem- 
ble him with ſuch a diabolical * the 
+4 Father of Lies. 


Miss MorLLy. 


I HAvE read, Sir, ſuch Accounts as theſe 


with a Mixture of Delight and Trouble : For 
while I have admired the Grace of God fo con- 

ſpicuous in the ſteady Sufferers, Nature bas 
ſtarted back at this painful Thought, What if I 
were called to paſs through ſuch Scenes of Suf- 
ferings ! I have pauſed upon Chriſt's Words, 
F any Man draws back, my Soul ſhall have no 
Pleaſure in him“; again, He that is aſbamed of 
me and of my Words in this adulterous and ſinful 
Generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son of Man be 
aſbamed, when he comes in the Glory of his Father 
with his baly Angels f. 


| FATHER, 
| Is this, my Dear, you but ſucceed to a Care 
which has diſtreſſed many before you. But if 
all that take upon them the Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity, would do it with Solemnity, would fit 
down and count the Coſt, they muſt know that 
that Jeſus, whom every Chriſtian adores, is in- 


finitely worthy their moſt choice AﬀeCtions ; 


+ Mark viii. 38. 


„ Heb, x. 38. 
a there- 
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therefore every Chriſtian, when he really com- 


mences ſuch, renounceth all in Compariſon of 
Ckriſt, with full Purpoſe of Heart to cleave to 
him continually ; and leaves it to his Lord to 
lead him whither he pleaſes, determined by his 
Grace to follow him, even though to a Priſon, 
a Gibbet, or a Stake, Let Chriſtians then in 
proſperous Circumſtances recollect that they have 
no abſolute Promiſe to ſave any thing but their 
Souls, Chriſt hath not engaged to any that they 
ſhould never have their Bodies, Eftates, and Re- 
putations ſhipwreck d. If we cloſe with him 
with a ſecret Proviſo, we are not genuine Dif- 
ciples ; but if we are abſolute, entire, and in 


good Earneſt in covenanting with him, thoſe 
who are united by a living Faith to the bleſſed 


Redeemer, ſhall never be feparated from him. 
His real Sheep that know, that hear, and love 
his Voice, and follow him, ſhall be the conſtant 


Objects of his paſtoral Care; he promiſes, None 
ſhall pluck them out of my Hand His Power 


can eaſily preferve them; as a faithful Truſtee 
he is engaged to do it, and as a Part of his myſ- 
tical Body which he loves, he is under a ſweet 
Conſtraint in this Caſe ; for having loved his oton 
which are in the World, he loves them to the End. 


Therefore he will not leave them nor forſake them. 


They pray and he introduces. Vea, the Father's 
Love and Power, the Son's Advocateſhip, which 


| 
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* never employ d in vain, and many Promiſes 
which engage that the Lord will keep the Feet 
of his Saints, are à ſolid Baſis for their Hope 
and Joy inevery Hour of Danger. He who ſays, 
my Grace is ſufficient for thee, knows our Wants, 
and will proportion the Supply of his Spirit. 
And it adds greatly to the Encouragement of 
ſincere but weak hearted Chriſtians, that ſo many 
as tender and timorous as themſelves, have been 
animated with undaunted Courage in a Time of 
Perſecution. A. Aſlictions have abounded, ſo alſo 


have their Conſolations. Under the Confinement of 


a Priſon their Souls have been more than ever en- 
larged. While their Feet have been faſt in the 
Stocks, their Souls have been upon the Wing ; 
and while ſome have mourned over them, and 
by ſympathetick Sorrows been their Fellow- 
ſufferers, they have ſang Praiſes. Mr. /. 

len, in his Letters from 7kbefler, bears his 
Teſtimony to this for himſelf and his Fellow- 
priſoners. It was no uncommon Obſervation 
made at that Time by Chriſtians, that they never 
ſaw ſo much of Heaven as within the Priſon- 
walls; the holy Converſation, the cheerful 
Smiles, the enlarged Praiſes, the mutual Love, 
the lively Pra ers, were peculiarly affecting and 
attractive. There was a celeſtial, facred Shine 
upon each other's Countenances. Vea, ſome 


have been loth to come out of their Priſon, 
fearing 


2} _2E ß DE 


3 
ſearing they ſhould be debarred the Enjoyment 
of their Priſon-cordials; and others have told 
their Friends, that they ſhould never fear a 
Priſon more; ſince they had ſo much of the pre- 
ſence of their heavenly Father there. Could 
we conſult them, they would aſſure us, that 
they never ſo poſſeſſed all Things in God as 
when they had nothing. They took joyfully the 
ſpoiling of their Grods, when by the Witneſs of 
the Spirit they #new in themſelves that they had 
in Heaven à better and a mire enduring Subſlance. 
How many, though unlearned, did boldly diſ- 
pute for the Truths of Chriſt againſt the Biſhops 
and Doctors, ſetting their Faces like a Flint? 
How ſteadily did they perſevere, when Impriſon- 
ments were long and tedious to Nature? Though 
Enemies were cruel and unrelenting, though 
Offers were made to ſome to relax their Con- 
ſtancy and to melt them into a Compliance, if 
a few of them did flide, they were but a few 
that were at all moved from their Stedfaſtneſs; 
and they who drove back a little, how ſoon 
were they enabled to recover themſelves and 
grow more reſolute for their former wavering 3 
witneſs Cranmer, who held his Right Hand ſo 
ſteadily in the Flames to burn firſt, and called 
it his unworthy Right Hand, becauſe it had ſub- 
ſcribed his Recantation. Some were even roaſt- 
ed in the Fire, and yet were kept ſteady to the 
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End. Thus Ridley comforted himſelf and La- 
timer, that God would either abate the fury of 
the Fire or ſtrengthen them peculiarly to bear 
it. To which Latimer's reſponſive Faith replied, 
« God is faithful who will not ſuffer us to be tried 
* above. what we are able,” &c. Yea, did not 
fome cry © ſweet Feſus !”” in the midſt of the 
Flames? Did not one ſay, that © he felt no more 
* Pain in the Fire than if he were in a Bed of 
©. Roſes?* On the Whole then, are not the general 
Promiſes of God made to Chriſtians, illuſtrated 
and ſealed by ſo many remarkable Fulfilments 
of them to his People in Seaſons of Diſtreſs, 
abundant Encouragements ? Let but our Hearts 
be dead to the World, and mortified to the 
Delights of the Fleſh; let us but live much 
above, converſing with Jeſus, prizing him, 
loving him, and living to him, and we ſhall not 
then count our Lives dear to us that we may 
&niſh our Courſe with Joy. 


Bur to heighten and enliven theſe Remarks, 
let me remind you of the three Worthies, whom 
you read of in Daxizl, and their heroic Conduct, 
when in the Views not only of Fire but of a 
fiery Furnace, and that too heated to ſeven De- 
grees more than before (and I do it with the 

greateſt Satisfaction, as they were young Perſons, 
| perhaps coeval with ſome of you), How ftern, 


how 


r 
how rueful the-Countenance of the Babyloniſh 
Tyrant, when they were ſummoned before him? 
And the more ſo, as he was not accuſtom'd to 
have any of his Commands diſputed ! how re- 
ſolute and firm his Reſolve ! not an Hour's Re- 
prieve ſhall be granted, if they ſtill ſtand out! 
O! the daring, contemptuous, preſumptuous 
Air, with which he cries out“ and why ts that 
God that ſhall deliver out of my Hand?” Haughty 
inſolent Worm! but if his Inſolence amazes you, 
not leſs, I hope, the firmneſs of theſe young 
Men charms you! he is all ſtorm, they a paci- 
fick Sea ! he laſhes the Shores with his Billows, 
his boiſterous Paſſions, they are immoveable as 
a Rock! unparalleled Magnanimity ! We don't 
find, indeed, that they vainly courted Martyr- 
dom, nor threw themſelves into the Flames , 
they did not inſult the King with the Title of 
Tyrant, tho' it would have been too ſuitable an 
Epithet, but anſwer him with a holy Uncon- 
cern, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are nat careful to 
anſwer thee in this Matter, or (as it may be ren- 
dred) we want not an Anſwer for thee in this 
Matter; „we need not deliberate, we dare not 
% parley, or even imagine that we may upon 
« any Terms comply with thee ; we are well (a+ 
&« tisfied that Jehovah our God is able to deliyer 
« us from all thy rage, and he will deliver; 
&« but, let the Will of God be done, whether 
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te to reſcue us or not, we are determined to go 
c by the Rule of his Word, and are not aſham'd 
« or afraid to tell thee before this aſſembled 
7 Throng, that we will not comply.“ Upon 
| the Whole, I think no Hiſtory ever gave ac- 
count of any thing more heroic than this. Sure 
theſe are ſome of the nobleſt Champions that 
ever ſhone in ſacred Arms on the Field of Bat- 
tle ! and do we wonder at their coming out ſafe 
unſinged from the fiery Furnace ! Is it a Miracle 
in our Eye not to have the Smell of Fire upon 


them, when they have paſt thro' its Vehemence ? 
And is it not as great a one to ſee the power of 


divine Grace magnified in their reſolute Beha- 


viour? Young Men! and yet fo eſtabliſhed ! 
Courtiers ! and yet fo reſolute to oppoſe Royalty 
ſo daringly abuſed! in the Court of Babylon / 
where all were obſequious Adorers ! had they 
received ſo many Favours from their Prince and 
might they hope to receive more, and yet refuſe 
to comply! O triumphant Grace ! ſurely it is 
ſufficient for ut too; and under the Influences 
of it we may be made more than G 


Miss Mor Lx. 
© Tas has been inſtructive and edifying in- 
deed | nor can I regret the Force'I put upon 
myſelf, when I propoſed my Difficulty ; ſince 


it hat given occaſion to a Diſeourſe ſo ſupport- 
| "6 
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ing to my feeble, ſo animating to my daſtardly 
Spirits. For that Grace which is ſufficient-I 
would always ſeek; in the Strength of this 
Grace I would always walk ; putting myſelf a 
helpleſs Sheep into the Arms of the great, the 
able, the tender-hearted Shepherd. Have 
others in Weakneſs been made ſtrong ? Have 
they found their Strength increaſe, as their 
Troubles have? Hath the Lord with the Up- 
right ſhewn himſelf upright ? And hath he ſaved 


bis affliied People? Have the Feeble been as Da» 


vid in a Seaſon of Danger? I truſt T ſhall find 
it ſo too! © the word of the Lord is tried; he is 
& a Buckler to all thoſe that put their Truſt in 
&« him,” I would now ſay with a humble Tri- 


umph bo is God ſave the Lord? And wha 


is a Rock ſave our God? It is the Lord that gir- 
deth me with Strength,” His Right Hand will 


hold me up, and his Gentleneſs will make me 
great 9,” 


I rap intended farther to have propoſed a 
difficult Text of Scripture, which has a Refer- 
ence to the Subject we are upon; but as this 
might protract the Time beyond the preſent 
Convenience of the Family, I choofe to defer it; 
acknowledging with all Gratitude the Indulgence 
Which has been ſhewn me, 

* Pſal. xviii. 25, Cc. 
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T he Fourth Dialogue. 


 FaTHER. 


YOU have all ſhewn much Readi- 
K neſs to this Scheme of ſocial Con- 


verſe, and now I fee you meet the 
Motion with a Smile whilſt I call 

== you together again, the Affairs of 
the Family giving us a leiſure Hour. Lay aſide 
then all that Reſerve which would obſtruct the 
End of our Meeting. Let Freedom poſſeſs every 
Breaſt, and reign upon every Tongue, whilſt 
Wiſdom guards every Ear from Prejudice and 


Miſconſtruction. 


/ 


Mx. Tromas. | 

As no doubt the greateſt Body of Fire which 
we are acquainted with is the Sun, I ſhould be 
glad to be informed of its Nature, its Diſtance 
from us, and the Influence it hath upon our 
World. I do not expect to have theſe Things 
entirely unfolded; or if they were, poſſibly I 
ſhould not be able to receive them. But per- 


haps I might through your Explanation, Sir, get 
s oe 
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ſome additional Light from it to my Mind, and 
ſome Warmth to my Heart, as I would be led 
from every freſh View of its beaming Splendour 
and important Uſes to pay a more intimate Ve- 
neration to its Creator. But here I beg you 
would condeſcend to uſe the plaineſt Language. 
You will pleaſe to remember that you are not 
talking to profound Scholars, but to your own 
Family. In theſe Things we are, at leaſt ſome 
of us, Babes in point of Underſtanding. Liſp 
to us as ſuch. The more we underſtand you, 
the more we ſhall admire your Wiſdom ; if you 


can, out of the Stores of your learned Mind, 
draw forth to enrich ours, 


| FATHER. <4 
Ir would be a Pleaſure to me to improve you 
in any thing valuable. But you have put me 
upon an Undertaking of no ſmall Difficulty. 
The Sun hath been reckoned commonly among 
the Planets; but, according to the new Philoſo- 
phy, ſhould be numbered among the fi d Stars, 
for ſuch certainly it is. Anciently it was ima- 
gined it moved round the Earth (and our Forms 
of Speech are now taken from that Suppoſition) 
but that it is fixed,” and that the Zarth and other 
Planets move round it, is no longer Matter of 
Hypotheſis or Uncertainty, but demonſtratively 
evident, Not but the Sun has a Motion round 
| F 4 | its 
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its own Axis; and as Aſtronomers have diſco- 
vered Spots in its Diſk or Body, and as thoſe in 
the Margin change their Place, and after ſome 
Time are ſeen in the oppoſite Edge, and then 
return to their firſt Place, and all this in about 
27 Days, they conclude the Period of its Rota- 
tion round its awn Axis to be ſo long ; and this 
Motion is from Eaſt to Weſt. 


As to the Magnitude of the Sun, if its Dia- 
meter is 152 Diameters' of the Earth, and that 
of the Earth 7967 Statute Miles, it muſt amount 
to upward of nine hundred thouſand Miles; a 
prodigious Body indeed! and if it is a Globe, 
whether Sphere or Spheroid, its Circumference 
muſt be three Times as much. What its Na- 
ture is, can be only gueſs'd at; perhaps it may 
be a fluid Body, not utterly unlike an Ocean of 
melted Glaſs ; but how it is ſupported, fed, and 
kept burning ; how it can emit ſuch Quantities 
of Rays to beget Light and Heat, and yet not 
be exhauſted, yea, as far as we know of, not 
impoveriſhed or diminiſhed, we muſt leave; here 
the Sun itſelf leaves us in the Dark; it has an 
impenetrable Veil caſt around it; but we are Jed 
by it to adore. him the more humbly who hath 
made it by his great Power, infuſed into it its 
amazing Influence, and makes it his Inſtrument 

of 
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of diſpenſing ſuch important Favours to ws and 
the fartheſt Part of its extended Syſtem, | 


Tux Diſtance of the Sun from our Earth is 
Judged to be 81 Millions of Miles; fo Mr. 
Hhifton calculates it. A Diſtance which, we 
find by Experience, wonderfully anſwers its Uſe 
and Offices, Some Planets are much nearer ; 
was our Earth in their Place, it muſt be burnt 
up to a Cinder; others are at ſuch a Diſtance, 
that was the Earth there, it would be conſtantly 
bound up in icy Fetters and inveloped in ſolitary 
tremendous Darkneſs, ſo as to be abſolutely uſe- 
leſs and uninhabitable ; and yet the amazing 
Wiſdom of the Moſt High, we have Reaſon to 
believe, has fitted them for Inhabitation, either 
their Contexture or their Atmoſphere being dif- 
ferent, or their Inhabitants being of a different 
Make to bear the Extremity of Cold or Heat“. 


How wondrous is the Sun in its Influences 
upon our Globe ? Under theſe we view the 
Earth, moiſtened through the wintry Months 
with Rains, in the Spring producing Graſs ſpon- 
taneouſly for the Food of Beaſts, and Herbs for 
the Uſe 'of Man. When its warm Beams che- 
riſh our Gardens, the variouſly beautiful Flowers 
adorn their Beds and Borders. The Sun with 


See Iſaiah, xlv. 18. Heb. i, 2, 
its 
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its gentle Voice ſummons the riew-ſown ſeeds to 
make their Appearance, and afterwards trains 
them up to Perfection. If we take our more ex- 
| tended Walks in the Fields, and view the Corn no 

higher than the Clods of the Furrow all the Winter, 
we find upon a warmer Ray communicated from 
the Sun, it advances in Height, it grows ſtrong, 
_ It is bearded with the precious Grain, it ripens, 
and when it has imbibed till more of the ſolar 

Beams, it is fitted for the Reaper's Sickle and to 
ſtrengthen Man's Heart. When the Sun makes 
its more intimate and friendly Approach, our 
Bodies, ſhivering and almoſt ſhrunk with wintry 
Cold, expand themſelves in Vigor and Spright- 
lineſs. Perſpiration grows more free; we breathe, 
we work, we travel more cheerfully under its 
gentle Wings. It is not till the Sun with a 
richer Benevolence diſpenſes its Beams, that the 
Vine, the Apple-tree, or Plumb-tree ſhoot forth, 
or ſo much as promiſe us future Fruit; and in 
Proportion as the Sun proceeds, the Conception, 
the Birth, the Education, and Perfection of their 
reſpective Fruits are promoted and ſecured, If 
Clouds intercept the Rays of the Sun more than 
uſual thro' the Summer Months, how feeble are 
the Progreſſes of Nature? How ſlowly do the 
Fruit ripen, and how raw their Juices? But 
this is not all, | 


TE 
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Tux Sun ſhoots its prolific Beams into the 
Bowels of the Earth! there it generates Metals 
in their reſpectiye Beds; whether coarſer ones 
in the northern Parts of our Globe, where its 
Rays are more oblique, or the finer Sort in thoſe 
Countries where it ſhines with more direct and 
unabated Power. The very Diamond, the To- 
paz, the Saphire, and Emerald in their rocky 
Receſſes owe their Luſtre to the Sun, as well as 
to the peculiar ſoil in which they grow. 


By the Sun chiefly the Waters of the great 
Deep, the leſſer Rivers and ſtagnating Fluids are 
ſo exhaled, as to form Clouds. The firſt action 
of the Sun may be the attracting exceeding ſmall 
Particles of the Water, which being lighter than 
the Air, mount up with it, as all Fluids when 

in another Fluid, ſpecifically heavier than itſelf, 
will. When in mounting they reach ſuch a Re- 
gion of the Atmoſphere as is of the ſame ſpeci- 
fick Gravity with themſelves, they are ſuſpended. 
T here they join other Particles of the ſame Nature 
and equal Heavineſs, Before they were too rare 
or fine, to be viſible; now they become more 
opake, they reflect the Sun's Beams, and become 
viſible. Now they are wafted here and there by 
the Wind ; ſometimes they are daſh'd one againſt 
another, and at other times they grow ſo heavy | 
by the Acquiſition of other Particles, that they 
ER deſcend 
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deſcend in ſmaller Rains or heavier Showers, 
But the Sun hath a Power not only of attracting 
Particles which are purely watry, but innume- 
rable Bodies of a ſubtle Nature beſides, as Sul- 
' phureous, Nitrous, Saline, &c, _ When theſe float 
in the Air under the Action of the Sun's vaſt 
Heat, they may, as. Bodies in the Furnace of a 
Chymiſt, undergo great Changes, Sublimations, 
Separations, and Compoſitions ; and no Wonder 
that the Conſequences are ſuch awful Exploſions 
as Thunders and Lightnings, Balls of Fire burſt- 
ing, = and well is it for our World that all 
theſe are under the Eye and Reftraint of the 
Almighty and propitious Governor of all Things. 


Mu. THoMAs, 

I THANK you, Sir, for this inſtruftive Lec- 
ture on the Sun. While no Eye that beholds 
it can acquaint itſelf with all (perhaps not a 
thouſandth Part of its Wonders) how many are 
there that partake of its Light and Warmth, 
and yet know no more of it than the Beaſt which 
drinks of the Stream concerns itſelf whence it 
ſprings and whither it flows? Let it awake the 
ardent Praiſe of every Child in. this Houſe, that 
Providence hath caſt our Lot under a Father 
that is capable and willing to inſtruct us. My 
Mind is inlarged with this View ; my Heart 
bows with Reyerence to him who ſpeatcth to the 
Sun 


„ 
Sun and it ſhineth not, and at his Pleaſure fealeth 


1% the Stars, My Breaſt glows with Love and 


Gratitude to him who hath filled this mighty 
Orb with all its Beams and Bleſſings for my Uſe, 
and that I am continually imbibing, as at every 
Pore, its vital Rays. I do not ſo much wonder 
that the poor Heathens, who were ignorant of 
the true God, paid an idolatrous Reſpe& to the 
Sun. As they knew not him who is the Foun- 


tain of all Exiſtence, and as in Conſequence Fe 
hereof they terminated their Worſhip in the 


Creature, I can't be ſurprized that they fixed 


upon this grand Luminary. Or, if they wanted. 


an Emblem of the divine Power, Splendor, Be- 
nignity, and Conſtancy, by which to preſent 
their Service, where would they find, in all the 
material Creation, ſuch a Repreſentation of Di- 
vinity? I ſhould be glad if either you, Sir, or 
my Eldeſt Brother, would lead me a little into 
an Acquaintance with that important, melan- 


cholly Affair, if Antiquity leaves us any con- 


ſiderable Traces of the W of the Sun. 
FATHER. 

I $HOULD be pleaſed to have your Brother 
comply with your Deſire, But don't expect more 
Clearnefs and Accuracy than the Nature of the 
Thing will admit of. The Ancients ſpeak of 
theſe Things very obſcurely. Sometimes the Sun 

925 i 
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is treated as a God, ſometimes as a Repreſentative 
of the Deity. Perhaps at firſt their Prieſts and 
Prophets might chooſe to deliver themſelves in 
the cloudy Way, to keep People in Surprize and 
in a Way of Dependance on them for farther 
Inſtruction. They committed nothing to writing 
for a long Seaſon; this occaſioned Miſtakes, 
and Errors ſpread themſelves in abundance ; they 
ſpread a Veil of Metaphors over all, which per- 
| haps was taken for real Truth by thg common 
People. And the Devil through the divine Per- 
miſſion, threw all into Darkneſs, and bewildered 
them in inextricable Labyrinths. 


| . , _- ELngsT Som. 

 Wrar you have ſaid, Sir, added to what 1 
have read myſelf upon this Head, might ſeal up 
my Lips, and be a fair Apology for my Silence. 
But ſhould you and my dear Brother inſiſt upon 
my ſpeaking, that will be as fair an Apology for 
my ooo eo e 


WHEN the Nations corrupted themſelves, and 
left off to acknowledge the only true God, the 
Worſhip of the Sun was ſoon embraced. The 
Chaldean:, in ſome of the firſt. Ages after the 
Flood, debaſed themſelves with this Sort of Di- 
vinity, as appears by Aſiatick Monuments men- 
tioned by Maiemonides. While they adored the 
"a : Hoſt 
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Hoſt of Heaven, either as independent Deities; 
or the Reſidences of Divinity, they called the 
Sun (wovey Oupavs fov) the ſupreme God of the 
Heavens, and imagined that the other heavenly 
Bodies obeyed his imperial Nod. They called 
him (Agens Maximum) the great Operator, the 
generative Principle of all Things, and therefore 
faid there was none like bim; and this is ſuppoſed 
to be the Riſe of that cruel Species of idolatrous 
Worſhip, when they cauſed their Sons and their 
Daughters to paſs through the Fire to Moloch, 
as ſuppoſing the Sun to rule over the Element of 
Fire. Among the Pharnicians he feems to be 
worſhiped under the Name of Hercules (OY N 
Urcol, i. e. Tlluſtrator Omnium). The Family 
of Abrabam ſeem to be infected with this Species 
of Idolatry, and probably the very Place where 
they dwelt was noted for it and dedicated to it, 
as it was called by the Name Ur F the Chaldees, - 
which is the Hebrew Word by which the Sun 
was known. From his Family and Country 
therefore he is called away, as God would pre- 
ſerve the Worſhip of himſelf inviolate in his 
Family. From the Chaldeans, the Original of 
Nations very much after the Flood, the Worſhip 
of the Sun ſpread. In Egypt a City was called 
by its Name, probably dedicated to its Honour“, 
a chief Seat of Idolatry, being a City of Prieſts, 


. ® Iſaiah, xix. 18. the City of Heres of the Sun i in 
the W 
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as Strabs writes; by the Greeks it was called Helis 
polis, which equally ſignifies the City of the Sun, 
But the Perſians were the ware and aſſi- 
duous Worſhipers of the Sun. They watched 
for his Riſing, and paid him Homage at his firſt 
appearing as à Sovereign coming out of his Bed- 
chamber. But as they could not always have 
him with them, they made Fire upon his Altar 
his Repreſentative; this they kindled from his 
Beams, and ever kept burning. Before this ſa- 
cred Fire they offered their publick Devotions ; 
and when they were obliged to worſhip in their 
own Houſes, they did it before the Fire, At, 
length roſe up Zorea/tres, a great Philoſopher and 
pretended Prophet among theſe People. In or- 
der to give his Injunctions the greater Sanction, 
he affirmed that he was caught up into Heaven, 


and that though he could not ſee God, he heard 
him ſpeak out of the Midſt of a great and moſt 
bright Flame of Fire. Probably he took this 
from Moſes's hearing the Lord fpeak out of the 
Midſt of a flaming Buſh, and from 7/ae!'s hear- 
ing him fpeak from the Midſt of Fire at Mount 
Sinai. Hereupon he taught his Followers that 
Fire was the trueſt Shechinah or Token of di- 
vine Preſence ; that the Sun being the moſt per- 
fect Fire, God had there the Throne of his 
Glory, and a Reſidence in a more excellent 
Manner than any where elſe, and aext to that 
In 
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in we elementary Hire with us. He ordered them 
therefore to direct their Worſhip to God towards 


the dun (whom de called Mitbru) and next, to 


their ſacred Fites; and when they approached 
thoſe Fires; they came on the V Side, Mat, 
having their Faces towards them and the riſing 
Sun at the ſame Time, they might direct ther 
Worſhip towards both. The perverſe Jet, as 
they were unaccountably ' prone: to all the Idola- 
tries that came in their way fell in with this in 
Exetiels Time , obere tibenty-five Men are 
ſten with their Baths: towards the Temple of the 


worſhipped the Sun trivards the Es. Ves, and 
before that Prophet's Time the Kings of Fudah 


away, and burnt the Chariots of the Sun with 
Fire f. I muſt obſerve'alſo, that this ĩdolatrbus 
| Worſhip of the Sun paſſed among other Things 
to the Greeks and Romans. Learned Men give 
us an Account of Altars they erected to his Ho- 
nour, and that too under his eaſtern Name; 
One rund thus, . Onnipotenti Des Mithra* Ap- 
60 plus Claudiul, Ke.“ Another, Domino Soli 
« Clandius, &. Anbtfier;, <'Soli' Sanitifinie 
« Sairum Claudius et Claitha, c. Another 
« Deo Sili Invitto Mithre" Seprimus Zen, 
« &c.” Once Bars en Cæſur inſeribes an 
- Chap. "viti, 16. "+ 1 Kings, XIII. 55 11. 
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_ and their\ Faces towards the Eaft, and they 


had given Horſes to the Sun, which Joh took 
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Altar thus, © Sli Invite Adithra.” Ihre only 
to add, that this jag re es 
in Japan, in the Ifles of the Egf-Ingies 
America among the Natives, and in Africv; — 
I fear 1 {hall be cenſured both for Prolixity and 
Obſcutity, though I have induſtriouſly avoided 
bath, whilſt J have been giving you: what I have 
collected from. Selden eee 
runs, 3 ad 


_ 7" 
1 4 glad, my. San, you bawe ſpent 

Time ſo well, and dived ſo fariinto'this imp 
tant Point of antique Learning, which every 
Scholar at leaſt ſhould. be acquainted with, I 
know there is a great Veil of Darkneſs upon 
cheſe Things; nor it it eaſy to remove the Rub- 
biſk ſo far as to find out Truth. Hawever, as 
it is too evident to be denied, thay all fleſh had 
corrupted its way, it may lead us to à melan- 
choly Reflection upon the State of human Na- 
ture, if leſt. to itſelf; We grape in the Park. It 
is certain we need an expreſs Revelation who 
God is, and how we are to approach and wor- 
hip him; for without it where is the Nation 
that hath not wandered into endleſs. and perplex- 
ing Mazes ? Though in common Things wiſe, 
though in Commerce, Politicks, and Philoſophy 
ſagacious, yet here EF were Fools, yea, many 
* Time: 
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Times guilty of the moſt ſottiſh Folly. Polite 
in their Manners towards each other, but baſe 
and fordid in their Conceptions of the Deity. 
Thus the Apoſtle, who knew them ſo well by 
travelling among them, and converſing with 
their Writings, teſtiſtes, Proſeſſing themſelves to 
bz wiſe thiy became Feols ; were vain in their Ima- 
ginations, and their fooliſh Hearts were darkned; 
they changed the Truth of God into a Lit, and wor- 
ſhipped and ſerved the Creature more than the Crea- 
ter v. The Infidels of the preſent Age little 
think what they are doing, while they would de- 
grade the ſacred Oracles ; nor do they conſider 
into what Darkneſs they are endeavouring to 
plunge the World. For without fuch a ſtanding 
Revelation concerning the Nature and Perfecs 
tions of God, and how he is to be approached, 
how do Men trifle at one Time, how baſely act 
at anbther? Even the greateſt Philofophers that 
could foar at one Time, could ſhaihefully gro- 
vel at another! For the moſt Part they went 
with the Throng, while they were more br leſt 
convinced of the Vanity of their Superſtitions. 
But alas ! they were honplüſt, bewilder'd, con 
fus'd !' they wanted one to lead them by the 
Hand,” But bleſſed be God the Womd of Na+ 
tute has given us Binh in a Land of heavenly 
Light! how ſatisfactory is our Revelation to 
Romans i. 21, 22 5. 
1 W's every 
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every ſerious, inquiſitive Mind? How worthy 
the Purity and Perfection of the Divine Being 
How . conducive to his Honour and our Safety 
and Peace, while we have ſuch a Mediator as 
our Immanuel is? While we are called upon to 
be entirely devoted in every thing to- the Moſt 
High, and are to be following on in that Path 
which leads to the PerfeQion of our - Natures, 
and a compleat and everlaſting Bleſſedneſs in the 
Enjoyment of God. In a Word, nothing can 
be conceived of as tending more to the Glory 
of. our Creator, and our Safety and Peace, Per. 
ſection and F elicity. | 


. * * 
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— — my. deer Children, take every Op- 
portunity to enhance your Eſteem for this ſacred 
Volume, for you cannot ſufficiently prize it. It 
is the Royal Charter by which you are entitled 
to and enjoy your temporal and ſpiritual Privi- 
leges, and this too under the Great Seal of Hear 
ven ; and ſhall you not value that, without which 
you are no better than Out-caſts, Aliens, and 
Foreigners? It is the Preſcription of the heavenly 
Phyſician, how you! may have , your Diſeaſe 
healed which otherwiſe would be fatal; and 
ſhould not the Liſe and Health of your Souls be 
eſtcemed at a higher Rate than that of the Body ? 
Again, it is a Light ſet up to the Traveller, 
while entangling and wounding Briers and 
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Thorns are on one Hand, and Bogs and Quick- 
ſands on the other, and Rocks and Precipices be- 
fore him ; and ſhould not a Perſon in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances look with Pleaſure and Thankful- 
neſs to a Lamp, to a riſing Moon, to an Hemi- 
ſphere full of Stars, but much more to a riſing 
Sun? I charge you let not this Book lie by ne- 
glected. Be deaf to the poiſonous Suggeſtions 


of thoſe who ſpeak lightly of it. Read it more 


diligently, and form all your Conceptions of God 
and divine Things from what you meet with 
there. Adore and worſhip him in the way there 
preſcribed. If you deviate into your own Fan- 
cies or other Mens Inventions, there is no End 


of Error; it eats as does a Canker. One pro- 


duces another ; nor know we how far we. ſhall 
wander. I am reminding you now not only 
what may be, but what hath been and ftill is the 
Caſe. There is not an Age, not a Nation, un- 
der the Superſtitions of Popery and Paganiſm, 
but is a glaring Inſtance of what I am ſpeaking 
of. I ſay then again, bleſs God for the Bible, 
and uſe it to the Purpoſes for which it was de- 


ſigned. Adhere to and revere its ſimple Dic- 


tates ; think that God knows beſt himſelf how 
he ought to be worſhipped. Let every Part of 
this Word be read moſt impartially, and inter- 
preted not by former prejudicate Notions, but as 
much as may be by itſelf. Chooſe rather to be 
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called a Foil by the confident and vain, the 
proud and ſelf-conceited, for your Subjection to 
Revelation, than to aim at Reputation for Wiſ. 
dom by daring to make God's Wiſdom bow to 
Fours. Only be well ſatisfied that you under- 
ſtand the Word aright, that you do not take 
Darkneſs for Light, or Light for Darkneſs; 
then be firm as a Rock againſt the inſolent 
Sneers and vain Reaſonings of benighted Deiſts. 


F THINK I cannot diſmiſs you in a more pro- 
per Manner, than by engaging you to dwell up- 
on this Subject with Prayer, tth repeated Sup- 
—— to Him who is the Fountain of all 


Niſdom, that the great Things contained in 
that Book may be revealed in you, and your 
whole Souls caſt into it, as into a Mold, and that 
you may in all your Behaviour hold forth the 


Word of Life. 


The Fifth Dialogue. 


SECOND Daveurss: 


n this very long Silence, 
0 what Reflection ſhall I make? Is F 
it becauſe the Subjet is exhauſted ? 
WE That can't be! Or is it that the 
Company, Sir, conſiſting of your 
Children only, have been waiting your Leiſure? 
They have always found your Tongue as. the 
Tongue of the Juſt, oven choice Siluur; they have 
been enriched by tis Silver, and bleſt from your 
Lips. But as you, Sir, have not begun yourſelf, 
I ant inclined: to think that you are waiting to 
hear us prapoſe our Difficulties (if any ſuch oc- 
cur) that you may adapt your Diſcourſe to our 
Caſes, Upom this Apprehenfion, excuſe me if 
I now propoſe a: Difficulty which has lain upon 
me almoſt ever ſince this Converſation began. 
How ffrall we underſtand that Place, Thou Abu 
heap Coals of Fire on his Head®, The Ex- 
preſſion ſeems: to ſourid harſh, as a Matter ß 


/ *: Romans, xii. 20. 
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Permiſſion, and much more as a Plea by which 
to ſtrengthen the Ane 8 Argument in that 
Place. 


3 Farhxk. 

As T loxe to have you ehe wipecially 
after divine Knowledge, ſo I would encourage 
this Temper to a proper Degree. Let none there- 
fore of my dear Children indulge that Shyneſs 
which is the Nurſe of Ignorance. The Apoſtle 
is here exhorting to Gentleneſs and brotherly 
Love, and to ſuppreſs unbecoming Reſentments. 
Degenerate Souls are wont to breathe Revenge 
upon Injuries received, The great Apoſtaey 
opened a dreadful Flood - gate for this, and ſet all 
the violent and outragious Paſſions on float. From 
chat dire Hour Enmity and Rage, Malice, Envy, 
Revenge, and all the Spawn of the old Serpent, 
took place in the wicked Heart of Adam and his 
ruined Poſterity. But Chrift the ſecond Adam 
by his Death purchaſed, by his Example recom- 
mends, and by his Goſpel inculcates the oppo-, 
ſite Diſpoſitions, vi. Love and its genuine 
Fruits, Peace and Harmony, mutual, fraternal 
Forbearance, Gentleneſs and Kindneſs in every 
Shape, that the Church below might be an Emblem 
of Heaven; and here. from Solomon's Words , 


tte Apoſtle directs to that Conduct which 


®* Proverbs, xxv. 21 and 22. 
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would perform its ſacred Wonders on an Adver- 
ſary. He ſuppoſes that the Man that hath done 
us the Injury is in Diſtreſs, that we are able to 
relieve him, and that he lies at our Mercy. 
What ſhall we do in this Caſe? Corrupt Na- 
ture ſays, * Let him alone | What have you to 
« do with him? He is neither Friend nor Bro-. 
1 ther | | Certain it is that he would neglect thee 
C jn ſimilar Circumſtances, or perhaps do worſe. 
Therefore, either take Advantage and diſtreſs 
% him more, inſult him thoroughly, make him 
“e to feel the Sting of Revenge, or, at leaſt, 
e take no Concern about him.“ No, ſays 
« the Wiſdom from above, by all Means relieve. 
him; nay, though to do it be expenſive, even 
if he hunger, feed him.” Blind Nature will 
reply, „This is the way to confirm him in his 
«© Wickedneſs, and to encourage him to diſtreſs 
© the Innocent.” No! it is to be hoped the very 
contrary may be the Effect; you will heap Coals - 
of Fire on him to melt him into a Temper of 
Kindneſs and Friendſhip. You remember (my 
Dear) that I was once pointing out to you the 
Method which the Goldſmith takes when melt- 


Ing his precious Metal : when he has put it into 
his Crucible, and buried it deep in the Fire, 


he puts a Tile upon the Mouth of the Pot, 
and then heaps his Charcoal over it. Hence, 
methinks, the Metaphor is taken, Wauld you 

f chooſe 


CUE: 
chooſe then to make the Man your Friend rx. 
ther than deſtroy him as your Enemy? And who 
would not? Would you take the moſt forcible 
Method to produce ingenuous Shame and real 
Relentings, try this Method of Love. Boiſterous 
Spirits have been thus calmed; and, while Vio- 
lence returned hath made way for greater Hof- 
tiity than before, and produced vexatious Law- 
ſuits, or perfonal Revenge, Blood and Murther, 
a Gentleneſs of Diſpoſition, an Oblivion of In- 
juries, and embracing Opportunities to return 
Good for Evil, have ſometimes bound the Per- 
fon to you in the Cords of the moſt cordial Friend- 
ſhip. I am ſenſible Men of great Name take 
the Expreffion in a different Senſe; but this 
ſeems to be moſt agreeable to the Scope of 
the Apoſtle, eſpecially as he adds, By not over- 
% come: of Evil, but ' overcome Evil with Good.” 
And indeed, my Children, for I ſpeak to.you all, 
as I always endeavoured to educate you to mu- 
tua Fenderneſs, fo I have done all I could to 
repreſs and keep entirely down all outragious 
Paſſions ; and O that I might do it effeQually 
and for: ever! For alas ſome of theſe imperious 
Faffions turn Men into Bratcs, by prompting 
them to bite and devour one another; and others 
into a ſort of Devils, for what is more their Pic- 
tute than Malice, Envy, Revenge, and Mur- 
der? Learn * my dear Hopes and Fears, 


learn 
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learn to draw forth your Sauls, as the tender Mo- 
ther her Breaſt, to the Hungry, even though. it be 

to an bungty Enemy. Uſe him not churliſhly, 
but tenderly. Relieve him with Gentleneſs and 

real Kindneſs l for the Word which the Apoſtle 
uſes (Us) ſignifies more than a bare Feadrng, 

uiz,. doing it with Humanity and [ndulgence (per- 
humaniter et indulgenter paſcere. Pereir.) or feed 
him Piece by Piece, as we cut the Food for the 
Child, or feed a ſick Perſon that cannot help 
himſelf. Such a one you have often heard Arch» 
biſhop. Cranmer was. And many Inſtances. we. 
have in. foreign Hiſtories and our own of the 
good Effects of returning Good for Evil. Pla- 
tarch, in the Life of Lycurgus, tells us of one 
Alcanger, a young Man that followed that. wiſe 
Lawgiver with a ſpiteful Deſign, and gave him a 
ſevere Blow in the Face, which much i | 
one of his Eyes; but he ſpoke kindly to him, 

took him into his Houſe, entertained him with 
good Temper, and thus won him to the Love 
of himſelf and Virtue too. The Account which 
we have of the eminently religious Biſhop Leigh» 
ton informs us, that at Edinburgh he was inſulted 
by the Mob in the Streets, ſo that it was with 
Difficulty and Danger that he reached his Palace, 
as they were ready to pluck his Gown off his 
Back; but inftead of returning Railing for Rail- 
ing, be ſpoke kindly to them, opened his Doors, 


invited 


( 90 ) 
chooſe ther. to make the Man your Friend rz- 
ther than deftroy him as your Enemy ? And who 
would not ? Wonld you take the moſt forcible 
Method to produce ingenuous Shame and rea! 
Relentings, try this Method of Love.—Boifterous 
Spirits have been thus calmed; and, while Vio- 
lence returned hath made way for greater Hof- 
tility than before, and produced vexatious Law- 
ſuits, or perſonal Revenge, Blood and Murther, 
a Gentleneſs of Diſpoſition, an Oblivion of In- 
juries, and embracing Opportunities to return 
Good ſor Evil, have ſometimes bound the Per- 
ſon to you in the Cotds of the moſt cordial Friend- 
ſhip. I am ſenſible Men of great Name take 
the Expreffion in a different Senſe; but this 


ſeems to be moſt agreeable to the Scope of 


the Apoſtle, eſpecially as he adds, By not over- 
% come: of Evil, but overcome Evil with Good.” 
And indeed, my Children, for I ſpeak to you all, 
as I always endeavoured to educate you to mu- 
tual Tenderneſs, fo I have done all I could to 
repreſs and keep entirely down all outragious 
Paflions:z and O that I might do it effeQually 
and for ever! For alas ſome of theſe imperious 
Paffions turn Men into Braves, by prompting 
them to bite and devour one another; and others 
into a ſort of Devils, for what is more their Pic- 
ture than Malice, Envy, Revenge, and Mur- 
der? Learn then, my dear Hopes and Fears, 

. learn 


* 
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learn to draw forth your Sauls, as the tender Mo- 
ther her Breaſt, to the Hungry, even though it be 
to an bungry Enemy. Uſe him not churliſhly, 
but tenderly, Relieve him with Geatleneſs and 
real Kindneſs l for the Word which the Apoſtle 
uſes (wp) ſigniſies more than a bare Feeding, 
uiz,. doing it with Humanity and [ndulgence (per- 
humani ter et indulgenter paſcere. Pereir.) or feed 
him Piece by Piece, as we cut the Food for the 
Child, or feed a fick Perſon that cannot help 
himſelf. Such a one you have often heard Arch- 
biſhop Cranmer was. And many Inſtances we 
have in. foreign Hiſtories and our own of the 
good Effects of returning Good for Evil. Ply» 
tarch, in the Life of Lycurgus, tells us of one 
Alcander, a young Man that followed that. wiſe 
Lawgiver with a ſpiteful Deſign, and gave him a 
ſevere Blow in the Face, which much i 
one of his Eyes; but he ſpoke kindly to bim, 
took him into his Houſe, entertained him with 
good Temper, and thus won him to the Love 
of himſelf and Virtue too. The Account which 
we have of the eminently religious Biſhop Leigh» 
ton informs us, that at Edinburgh he was inſulted 
by the Mob in the Streets, ſo that it was with 
Difficulty and Danger that he reached his Palace, 
as they were ready to pluck his Gown off his 
Back; but inſtead of returning Railing for Rail» 
ing, be ſpoke kindly to —_ opened his Doors, 
| invited 
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| invited them in, called upon his Steward to ſet 
before them the beſt Proviſion the Houſe afford- 
ed, and, having entertained them hoſpitably, diſ- 
miſfed them. The Effect was, that the Popu- 
lace was melted with thefe Coals of Fire, ſo 
that they went away, crying him up wonder- 
fally,. though he was a Lord-Biſhop. Once 
more, one of our Divines tells us of a Judge 
that had juſtly condemned a MalefaQtor ; the 
poor Wretch, being a Gentleman, reſented his 
Behaviour, and inſtead of relenting into Repen- 
tance, ſtormed at the Judge, and called him op- 
probrious Names. The Judge bore all meekly, 

and reprieved him. When brought before him 
2 ſecond time, the Judge gently aſked him, whe- 

ther his Choler was boiled over and ſpent ?: 

Which he ſoon convinced him was not, by re- 
peating the ſame injurious Language. He re- 
prieved him unaſk'd a ſecond Time; but before 
that Time was expired, he ſent for him to his 
Chamber in London, and afked him whether bis 
Anger was pacifted ? Still nothing came from 
him but Bitterneſsand Outrage. Whereupon the 
Judge cry'd out, God forgive thee, I do; and 
withal threw him his Pardon. The guilty Wretch 
was fo aſtoniſhed at this Conduct that he fell 
into a Swoon ; and when recovered, he refuſed 
the Pardon, unleſs the Judge would pardon 
his Malice, and receive him into his Service. 
He 
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He did ſo, and he ſerved bim with peculiar Faith- 
fulkeſs, ſo that at his Death the Judge 1 left bim 
the greateſt Part of his Subſtance. Upon the 
View of theſe Things, I cannotTepreſs the Wiſh 
that you and others would but take this Method 
in order to make F riends. A warm and genial 
Sun may relax a fliff Temper, ; while 2, rough 
North Wind will but more condenſe it. If you 
attempt to break a Flint upon an Anvil, it will 
rather fly in your Face; but put it on a ſoft Pil- 
low and your End may be anſwered. Or ſup- 
poſe aſter, all the Man perſiſts in his Folly in- 
flexibly perverſe, the Lord, who fees you, will 
approve and graciouſly reward your Tenderneſs 
towards him. He may do it now, by giving 
you-a ſweet, peaceful Conſciouſneſs of Soul that 
you denied yourſelf even for an Enemy's Gobd, 
that it was your Aim. to learn Chri/?,, to behave 
as his Diſciple, and to conform to the Rule of 
his ſacred Goſpel; and how far, or which way 
be will reward ſuch a Temper and —— 
openly hereafter, the laſt Day muſt teſtify. 

oh!]! what Self-reproaches and Curſes ' muſt — | 
to his Share in that Day, who would not know 
the Way of Peace, though led into it by the 
gentle Hand of an inſured Neighbour Thoſe 
Coals of Fire which could not melt down 3 
Temper ſo virulent, fo diſingenuous, - will be 
turned into the burning Coals of the Fire of 


ra God's 
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God's Wrath ! Awful thought to ſuch who are 
unrelenting. - 


| Mx. Tromas. 
| Sin, by your Silence, I fuppofe you have 
| finiſhed what you deſigned to entertain us with 
tipon this Head; and the longer we attend to 
your Lectures, the deeper is my Senſe of your 
paternal Goodneſs. It was a happy Scheme that 
offered itfelf to your Thoughts, and I wiſh that 
evety Parent according to his Ability would take 
fome ſuch Method to feed his Offspring with 
intellectual Bread ſweetned with Honey. But 
as others have propoſed their Difficulties, 1 
would mention one Scripture upon this Head, 
on 'which { have employed ſome Thoughts, 
| but-beg your better ones, viz. Other Foundation 
| can no Man lay than that is laid, which is Feſus 
brit. Now if amy Man build upon this Hun- 
dation Gold, Silver, precious Stones, Nou, Hay, 
Stubble, every Mans Work ſhall be made manifeft ; 
for the Day ſball declare it, becauſe it ſball be re- 
vealed by Fire, and the Fire ſhall try every Man's 
Wark, of what fort it is. If any Man's Work 
ebide- which he hath built thereon, ke ſhall receive a 
18 Reward'; if any Man's Wark ſhall be burnt, be 
| | Hall ſuſfer Loſs, but he bimſet, If ſhall be Run z- ou 
h as by Fire*. 
| | * 1 Cor. m. 71 lt. | 
| | FATHER, 
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| FATHER... _- * 

Tun is an important Place of Beriptute, 
which I would the rather take ſome Pains in 
clearing, as the Papi/ts have abuſed it to ſupport 
their gainful Doctrine of Purgatory, It is not 
ſaid that the Perſent of Chriſtians will be tried 
by it, but their DoArines and Practices; not is 
it ſaid that even theſe will be purged by Fire, but 
diſcovered by it, And indeed the Papiſts muſt be 
much at a Loſs for Argument to make uſe of 
this Scripture to ſupport that Doctrine. The 


Apoſtle i is here comparing Chriſtianity to a Build- 
ing, as in other Places, The Faundation laid is 
Jeſus Chriſt, . The helieving him to be what the 
Goſpel declareg, and an accepting of him in good 
Earneſt under ſuch CRaracters in which he is ex» 
Mies and tender d in the Gaſpel, is indeed 14 
ing the Foundation of this Building in us, 

this we may ſuppoſe all are agreed. 325 how 4 
the Difference afterwards ? Some upon. this 
Foundation erect a Superſtrufture agreeable to 
the Foundation, Gold, Silver, precious Stones; 


that is, the Perſon, if a Miniſter, preaches the 


ſolid Graces and facred Duties of Chriſtianity, 
Holineſs of Heart, Affection to God and Man, 
Subjection to the Authority of Chriſt, and, which 
immediately follows, an evangelical, feady Obe- 
dience; a ſerious Chearfulneſs of Heart, Uſeful- 
neſs of Life, Righteouſneſs, Peacs and Joy in tho 


Holy 


| 
| 
| 
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Holy Ghoſt. Again, if a private Chriſtian hath 
laid the F oundation on Chriſt by a living Faith, 
and his Temper 'and Converſation is en 
ſtrict and holy, meek and humble, uſeful and 
chearful; if he lives, ſoberly, righteoully, and 
godly ; where this is the Caſe, God is honoured, 
_ the Goſpel, of Jeſus is glorified, and. ſhines forth 
to View on Earth in its heavenly Charms. He 
that thus preaches, thus lives, ſhall meet a gra- 
cious and ample Reward, and receive higher De- 
grees of Glory than will await Perſons of lower 
| Attainments in, Light and Grace, Purity, La- 
dour, and Uſefulneſs. On the contrary, there 
are ſome Profeſſors and Preachers of Chriſtia- 
nity (ſays the Apoſtle) whom I may compare 
to a Man, who hath indeed laid a good Foun- 
dation i in bis Building, even of Stones, firm, fair, 
n and precious; but what does he build upon it, 
but Mood, Hay, and Stubble A mere Cottage, 
a feeble and unſightly Hovel upon ſo bright and 
ſolid a Foundation]! By this Metaphor, ſays the 
Ax file, I mean to point out thoſe who, whilſt 
they embrace Chriſt i in his Doctrine, and preach 
| 158 as the Meſſiah and Saviour, yet. mingle the 
Ceremonies of the Law with the Spirituality of 
the Goſpel ; or imbibe Notions or indulge to 
Practices diſagreeable to the, Goſpel, worthlels, 
contemptible, heterogeneous 10 the divine Foun- 
dation, and periſhing. Yet where ſuch a one 
holds 
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holds the Head, and builds upon the .true Foun- 
dation, he ſhall be ſaved, yet ſ as by Fire; i. e. 
he ſhall have a narrow Eſcape. He will be like 
a Man whoſe Houſe is on fire, and himſelf is in 
danger of being conſumed z he leaps out of a 
Window, or ruſhes through the Flame; it is 
with Difficulty that Life is preſerved, and he is 
content to leave every thing behind him a Prey 
to the devouring Element, whoſe Rage is in- 
creaſed by the Combuſtibles which himſelf has 
collected: his Works are Fewel for this venge- 
ful Flame, viz. Mood, Hay, and Stubble. In the 
mean time let every one recolle& with fixed At- 
tention, and the deepeſt Seriouſneſs, that there is 
a Day coming, which as Fire will penetrate and 
diſcover every thing. Does Fire ſhew the Re- 
finer what is Metal and what is Droſs? Will the 
latter be burnt up, while the other acquires a 
purer Luſtre, ſo will it be then. The great Day of 
Conflagration will be a Day of ſevere and exact 
Examination. That Day will expoſe to view 
the Vanity of many Things which are now ad- 
mired, which ſome pompous Preachers value 
themſelves upon, and for which their Votaties 
extol them as Men of diſtinguiſhed Genius. 


TH1s, I am perſuaded, is the real Meaning of 
the Placez and this gives to Preachers and 
Hearers an intereſting Admonition to keep cloſe 

Vor. II. — te 
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to:the Goſpel in ſtudying, preaching, and Con- 
yerſatipn, in Notions admitted, in Doctrines pro- 
pagated, and in all manner of Practice. When 
Chrift is preached as the only Saviour, let all re- 
ceive him as ſuch, and never pretend to join any 
with him as Coadjutors. When Jeſus is pro- 
claimed King in Zion, let none make or impoſe 
any thing as Terms of Communion which 
Chriſt never did; and, ſince he hath told us how 
he will be worſhipped, let us not preſcribe any 
other Method, or pretend to decorate and adorn 
the Otdinances of Chriſt, as too ſimple and plain, 
for this would be only to varniſh the Sun, or paint 
a Diamond. Alas! this is the Riſe of all that 
Superſtition which is abroad in the Chriſtian 
World. But let none build any thing which 
favours of Pride upon the humble Jeſus, and upon 
a Foundation which tends to' humble the Re- 
deemed; as faved entirely by Grace, while it is 
fure to all that are built upon it. Let then the 
ſolid Graces of the Chriſtian Life, let the ſub- 
ſtantial Duties of practical Religion, beneficial 
and comfortable as they are, be the only Mate- 
rials of our Building; theſe will continue, theſe 
the Chriſtian will hear of with Comfort another 
Day. But as for obſerving Doctrines which are 
the Commandments of Men, or the Creatures of 
our own Brain, how ſpecious ſoever they may 


appear, and however ourſelves or others may zea- 
louſly 
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louſly affect them (contending for Ceremonies as 
if contending for the Faith delivered to the Saints) 
theſe the all-revealing Day wilt unmaſk, and as 
with a Sun-beam, diſcover that they have not 
the Mark of God upon them, and ſo will not be 
owned. Perhaps ſome Perſons of this Stamp are 
deeply drenched in Superſtition, and ſo fond of 
their Inventions and Fooleries that they would 
not part with them for all the World ; but let 
ſuch know that the Fire of the laſt Day will diſ- 
cover many of their moſt ſerious Labours to have 


been light as the Thiſtle-down and Chaff, and 


inflammable as Stubble, Hay, and rotten Wood, 
which, when brought into Judgment, and weighed 
in God's Ballances, can no longer conceal their 
Emptineſs and Vanity. At this Sight we may 
ſuppoſe the poor Creature begins to be aſtoniſhed; 
but upon a farther Enquiry, his Foundation is 
ſafe, his Faith was fixed upon the Corner-ftone 
laid in Zion, and he hath a ſure but a narrow 
Eſcape. Then, with the opening Blaze of Eter- 
nity burſting upon the Sight, he views with deep 
| Concern what is paſt, thinking how egregiouſly 

he was miſtaken in many Things; while with 
Thankfulneſs he lifts up his Heart, that he was 
not as much miſtaken in laying the Foundation, 
as in carrying on the Superſtructure. 
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| May not the Expreſſion of being faved yet 

as by Fire, repreſent alſo the Caſe of one who 
hath ſorely backſlidden? What ſad Work doth 
his Sin make? Sad Depredations upon Con- 


ſcience, which is wounded, polluted, and per- 


haps for a Time grievouſly hardened. And when 
the benumbed Soul is by the ſacred Spirit rouz'd 
and alarmed, and the ſtraying Sheep is brought 
home again to the Redeemer's Fold, yet who 
can deſcribe the Conſternation, diftrefling Fears, 
and terrifying Apprehenſions which even then 


afflict and harraſs the Soul? When God's Arrows 


flick faſt in him, and bis Hand preſſith him ſere, 
hear ſuch a one crying out, My Iniguities are 
gone over my Head as a heavy burthen ; they are ioo 
heavy for me; I am troubled, I am bowed down 
greatly, I go mourning all the Day long; I am fee- 
ble and fore-broken, I have roared by reaſon of the 


Diſquietneſs of my Heart *®, In ſhort, though 
ſuch Souls are upon a right Foundation, though 


they have by Faith really laid hold on Chrift, 


and he by his Spirit hath taken hold on them, 


yet ſuch ſhall be ſaved as by Fire; they go to 


Heaven, but it is by the Gates of Hell. O 
what a Warning is here to Profeffors? What an 
Enemy is a careleſs Walk to the Peace and Proſ- 
perity of the Chriſtians ? How deceitful are the 
Luſts of the Fleſh? They carry Smiles in their 


® Pal, xxxiii 4.—6.—8. F 
ace, 


( 101) | 
Face, but afterwards /ting like a Serpent, and bite 
like an Adder ! How much better is it to deny 
ourſelves, to be conſtantly watchful, and ſo to 
maintain our Peace, than to walk at random, 
to fall into the Pollutions of Sin, and upon the 
Rocks which will bruiſe and wound us, and 
cauſe us to complain of broken Bones ? 


Ma. Tromas. 

Your Comment, Sir, on theſe Words, has 
not only confirmed my previous Sentiments, but 
made the Matter more clear than before : nor 
can I ſee that Reaſon has any thing to object to 
what you have offered. May we be wiſe Build- 
ers, both in laying the Foundation and carrying 
on the SuperſtruQure, till the Top- ſtone is brought 
forth with everlaſting Shouts of Joy 


ELpesr DAUGHTER. | 

Ir a Tranfition at once from the great Things 
of Religion to the Furniture of our Houſes may 
not be too abrupt, I would mention what has 

ſome Aﬀanity to the Subject that has been long 
engaging our Attention, I mean that Tittle odd 
Contrivance a Pair of Bellows, It is a Piece of 
Furniture quite common, and ſcarcely riſes to 
the Honour of our loweſt Regard ; but it is ſuch 
a uſeful Contrivance, as I know not how our 
Fires could be preſerved and properly quickned, 
according to the Need we have of them, without 
| | = Wi it, 
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it. With the Help of this deſpicable nne, 
we ſoon raiſe our infant or decay'd Fires to 
Brightneſs and Heat; our Bodies are warmed, 
our Proviſion is prepared, and the Ends of the 
Fire's being kindled are quickly and better an- 
ſwered. I perſwade myſelf, was a proper Perſon 


to undertake it, an entertaining and profitable 
Diſſertation might be made upon a Pair of Bel- 


lows. I ſee the Company ſmiles, and yet I am 
not quite out of Countenance in reſpect to the 
Propoſal I have made, | 


Farkxx. 

Fire-Belluus are a Machine contrived to 
compreſs the circumambient Air into a narrow 
Compaſs, and, when thus compreſſed, to ſhoot 
it out by a narrow Aperture or Opening, ſo as 
that it ſhall enter the Fire it is applied to with 
a Force more or leſs as is deſigned, This is 
done by means of a Valve, commonly called a 
Clack, which opens on the Extenſion of the Bel- 
lows, and on a Compreſſure, ſhuts down, and fo 
forces the Air into the contracted Pipe. Bellmnws 
that are large, and intended for the invigorating 
great Fires, are wrought with, Water; but of the 
Uſe of common ones, their Structure and De- 
ſign, I need not ſay any thing. Now ſhould I 
attempt to ſpiritualize them, I ſhould not ftrain 


the * was I to repreſent thereby the 
Method 
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Method which the Spirit of God makes uſe of to 
advance and recoyer the Work of Holineſs in the 
Hearts of his People. The. Wind is the Spirit 
which blows upon our-Souls, and the. Bellows are 
the Words and other Ordinances, Providences 
both proſperous and adverſe, by means of which 
he promotes the great Buſineſs of. our Sanctifi- 


cation. Where the Materials invite the Fire, 


Bellows are unneceſſary. Who makes uſe of 
them to blow up Gunfowder, or kindle Spirit of 


Nine? But where the Fewel is not readily pe- | 


netrable, hard, and rocky, as our Coal, or watry 


and oppoſing the Fire, as the Wood when green 


and full of Sap, then it is that the Bellzws are 
needed. And are not our Hearts ſuch? Who 
does not find it? And what Chriſtian is there 


who does not lament, and ſtrive, and pray 
againſt it? Is it not often the Language of the 


deyout Soul with David, My Soul cleaveth to 


the Duſt, quicken thou me according to thy 


« Word * ?” Or, as Vs _ Dr. | 


Watts's Muſe, 


My Heart, how dreadful hard it is! 
How heavy here it lies 

Heavy and cold within my Breaſt, 
Juſt like a Rock of Ice. 


 * Pfal. cxix. 25, 
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How ſeldom do I riſe to God, 
Or taſte the Joys above ? | 
This Mountain preſſes down my Faith, 
And chills my flaming Love. 


And, if this is the Caſe, who does 951 want the 


ſacred Spark to be quickned ? And it deſerves de- 


vout Attention, that the Holy Ghoſt makes uſe 


of this very Simile, Stir up the Gift which is in 


bee . All our Criticks obſerve, that the Ex- 
preſfion is taken ſtom the Method uſed in raiſing 


a ſmall Fire to a more vehement Flame, 
Cum Scintilla molli Flat exſuſcitatur. Piſce. 


'AvaZurvpic eft Ignem Cineribus conditum 
Folle aut Flatũ ſuſcitare ut reardeſcat. 
Cernel. d Lapid. 


The Breath of Goſpel-Minifters, when they 
breathe upon cold Hearts and ſtupid Spirits, is 
often owned of God to this End. Under the 
Word read, and eſpecially under the Word 
preached, Souls benum'd and almoſt motionleſs, 
have received divine Warmtk; Knowledge has 


been improved, and Comforts (before unknown 


in the Soul) have been imparted. Prayer has 


frequently been the Bellows for blowing up good 


Deſires to an holy Ardency. Chriſtians have 
found that the very Employment hath infuſed 


* 2 Tim. i. 6, 
| Warmth, 
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Warmth, and the Effects have been more en- 

livening ſtill, Meditation hath been ſometimes 
| peculiarly helpful in this great Affair. While we 
have been muſing, the Fire hath burned; and the 
Seaſon hath been, while it laſted, as a pleaſant 
Summer breaking in upon the Winter of the 
Soul. And as you, my dear Children, ſhould 
be uſing theſe Means, each, for yourſelves, ſo 
there are Seaſons when each may perform the 
Office of Bellows to the other. 4 Word fitly 
ſpoken, how good is it ? Often hath the Lord bleſt 
it, and made it ever to be remembred. It has 
been the Vehicle of the Spirit indeed ! and as it 
prov'd in Point of Pungency a Gaad to preſs for- 
wards, ſo in point of Continuance it was like a 
Nail fa/ined in a ſure Place, Thus a Brother 
or Siſter, if their Faithfulneſs is mixed with 
Caution, Prudence, and warm Affection, may 
ſerve the Purpoſe of the Bellows in a like Senſe 
as an Heathen Poet calls himſelf a Yheifone, 


Ergo fungar Vice Cotis. 
Horat. de Arte Poet; 


SS 


Erpesr DAuGHTER, 

I THINK myſelf happy to have ſtarted a 
thought which gave my honoured Father an 
Opportunity of ſpeaking that which ſo. appa- 
rently tends to the Edification of his Family, 
Fi Þ May 
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May we learn by ſuch Leſſons, which every 
Family, I am ſure, does not enjoy! But at pre- 
ſent I think of no more Queſtions to propoſe 
reſpecting this Element upon which we have 
been ſo long hearing. 


ELpEsT Sox. 

My dear Molly, a Thought ſuggeſts itlelf 
which I was going to addreſs to you, but I re- 
ſtrain myſelf, as the ſtriking Clock puts me in 
mind that our Hour is elapſed. If therefore a 
more mature Recollection does not ſuppreſs it it 
may be reſcry'd to another Opportunity. 


The Sixth Dialogue. 


ELpesr DAUGHTER. - 
TRUST my good Father will 
I excuſe my opening this Confe- 
rence, if he remembers what 
Y paſſed upon the breaking up of 
the laſt. I think I have a Claim 
upon my Eldeſt Brother, he told me he was 
going to addreſs himſelf to ne. If therefore he 
is ſo good as to proceed, I hope to be all At- 
tention, ' and pleaſe myſelf with the Thought, 
that what comes from a Brother ſo judicious and 
afſeftionate, will not be in vain. 


- 


ELDesT SoN. 

Mr dear Siſter, however miſtaken you may 
be when you call me judicious, I am ſure you are 
not ſo when you term me affe&7ionate. The 
Hint which J had in my Eye was occaſioned 
by what paſſed in a former Converſation on the 
Subject of Zeal. It was, in a way of Caution, 
taken from the firſt Defcription which was given 
of Fire; namely, that it was the Cauſe and In- 

ſtrument of Heat and Light. Now as theſe flow 
| | from 
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from Heaven inſeparably commingled, I haye 
been thinking what Care we young People, who 
are ſetting out in Life, ſhould take that our Light 
and Heat may be united in all our Conduct, 
eſpecially in what relates to Things ſpiritual and 
divine, Heat without Light in the Mind, what 
Miſchief has it done in Churches, and in the 
World ingeneral! And Light without Heat avails 
nothing to ourſelves, whatever it may to others ; 
ſuch Perſons may be like a Winter-Night when 
the Stars are refulgent, very clear, but very cold, 


ELpEsT DAUGHTER. 

BROTHER, I thank you; the Caution is good: 

I have often thought of it; and yet who can ſay 
they have conſidered it enough ? Certain it is that 
we ſhould never fee] or expreſs any Zeal, but 
according to Knowledge. It is Knowledge only 
that can give us a Diſtinction between Truth and 
Error, and Knowledge only can point out the 
Importance of both. It is no longer the Zeal 
of a Chriſtian, if it is not upon an Apprehenſion 
of its being a Truth revealed, or a Duty. incul- 
cated by the Word of God, or plainly deducible 
thence ; nor is any thing worthy my Zeal, unleſs 
my Knowledge aſſures me the Honour of God, 
the Good of my Soul, or that that of my Fel- 
low-Creature is intereſted in it. In ſhort, I have 
thought that it is not the Zeal of a rational Crea- 
| | ure 
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ture if it be not founded upon Knowledge. How 
feeble ſoever my Underſtanding is, I have efteem- 
ed my Reaſon my Glory; and it is my Concern 
to act agreeably to this Candle of the Lord ſet up 
in me. By the Light of this Candle I fee the 
Finger of God pointing out my Bible as my Rule; 
and to this, as my ſovereign Directory, I would 
ſteadily adhere z never refuſing any Helps which 
Providence may put within my Reach for under- 
ſanding the Word; yet (conſcious of our human 
Weakneſſes) I would ſtudy Commentators with 
Caution, comparing them one with another, and 
all with the ſacred Text. Thus would I endea- 
your to prove all Things, that, having diſcovered 
the true Intent of the Spirit of God, I may hold 
fafter than my Life that which he has marked 
with the Characters of intereſting and eternal 
Good, I would alſo pay a juſt Deference to wiſe 
and good Men, eſpecially to judicious and godly 
Miniſters ; and obſerve with the greateſt Care 
the Footſteps of the Flock, not daring wan- 
tonly to ſtray from them, as if I affected No- 
velty or loved Changes; but ſtill I muſt judge 
for myſelf, after I have by Prayer entreated the 
divine Counſel and Conduct, and compared ſpi- 
ritual Things with ſpiritual, When I am thus 
eſtabliſhed in a ſacred Truth, have heard Objec- 
tions, and ſeen their Fallacy, I have certainly a 
Warrant to be zealous, eſpecially in thoſe Points 
Men. which 


L 
which I think peculiarly important, capital, and 
leading Truths, charged with the Weight of 
God's Glory, and my own Happineſs. 


| FATHER. 

Your Words, my Dear, are Muſick in my 
Ears: my Heart rejoices when % Lips ſpeal 
rigbt Things, I would that you be zealouſly af- 
feed, but ſee to it that it be always in a good 
Cauſe. Youdo well never to ſet down any thing 
as 2 divine Truth, but what hath the Stamp of 
a divine Warrant. Be ever able to give a Rea- 
ſon of your Faith, a Reaſon of your Hope. Call 
no Man Father on Earth in this reſpect, for one 
is your Father which is in Heaven, Let the no- 
ble Hereans be your Pattern. Labour to be 
mighty in the Scriptures, If you have Doubts, 
propoſe them. Dive to the Bottom of every 
Thing that is offered to you; It is owing much 
to half Knowledge and- former Prejudices ad- 
hering to them that ſo many fall into danger- 
ous Errors. In the Midſt of all be humble, 
Pride is another Source of Error. When Men 
think they are capable of knowing every. thing, 
the next Step they uſually take is to throw aſide 
a Truth as falſe, becauſe they cannot compre- 
hend how or why it is a Truth. If any thing 
you have embraced as Truth is oppoſed, defend 


it by ſuch Arguments as are convictive to you, 
In 
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In proportion to its conceived Importance, ſhew 
a Concern for it. Let Pity and every friendly 
Paſſion, and not Contempt, go along with the 
Argument. As for Rage and Rancour, Malice 
and Perſecution, they are not the Weapons of our 
Warfare. Whenever you find yourſelves miſ- 
taken, be more aſhamed to continue in your 
Error, than to own you are wrong. Let it be 
Truth, and not Victory, for which you contend ; 
and let us pray that this Temper may prevail all 
over. the Chriſtian World. The Want of it 
has been deſtructive of its Purity and Peace, and 
produced Heart-burnings, Animoſities, and Per- 
ſecutions. No ſooner was the Goſpel preached, 
but a blind Zeal drew its Sword and brandiſh'd 
it at the Breaſts of its Friends and Adherents. 
The Apoſtle Paul, while a Phariſce, was fiery 
and furious, ſo as to be mad, exceeding mad 
againſt the Chriſtians z and he who had been of 
that Party knew beſt how to deſcribe them, as 
he does, when he fays, I bear them Record, that 
they have a Zeal of God, but not according to 
Knowledge *. And this fierce Bigotry puſhed 
them to eſtabliſh the ceremonial Law, not know- 
ing that it was aboliſhed by the ſame Authority 
which at firſt appointed it. Being ignorant of 
Ged's Righteouſneſs, they went about #2 eftabliſh a 
Righteouſnejs 4 their cwn, and were e madly jea- 


Romans, x. 2. 
lous 
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lous againſt all that were otherwiſe minded, ſcorn- 
ing the Thought that the Diſciples of Jeſus 
ſhould have a clearer Inſight into divine Things 
than they. In the Exerciſe of this blind Zeal, 
the Heads of the 7ewiſb Church impriſoned the 
firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, whilſt they were 
fairly from the Writings of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets proving that Jeſus was the Meſſiah. Others 
in lower Stations, actuated by the ſame blind 
Zeal, ſtirred up a Mob, the very Scum of the 
City, to baffle the Apoſtle's ſacred Attempts. 
The Fews which-believed nat, moved with Envy, 
(it is Zeal in the Greek) tet unto them certain 
lewd . Fellows of the baſer Sort, and gathered a 
Company, and ſet all the City on an Uproar, and 
aſſaulted Jaſon, and ſought to bring them out to 
the People . Thus flamed out their Zeal for the 
Traditions of their Fathers; thus furioufly per- 
ſecuted they the Church. And give me Leave to 
add, it is Zeal without Knowledge that, with 
her burning Torch, hath kindled all the Fires in 
Smithfield ; that it is that which with her accurſed 
Hands built the Inquiſition, that ſupports the 
papal Chair, and hath fhed Rivers of Chriſtian 
Blood. O for more heavenly Light to be ſpread 
abroad by the Spirit of Knowledge, and that 
Zeal may neyer outrun its Director and Guide 
May the Goſpel in its pure and native Light be 
Acts, xvii. 5. 
every 
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every where ſpread and ſhine; and till then 


may Providence put a Hook into the Noſe, and 
a Bridle into'the Lips of its deluded Oppoſers ? 


 ELpesr DauchrER. 

I nave been waiting, Sir, for one thing more. 
You have ſolidly warned us againſt Heat with- 
out Light, but may not Perſons err in having 
Light without Warmth ? 


FATHER. 
I THANK my dear Molly; the Hint you have 
given is highly intereſting. - It is indeed a very 
lamentable Caſe, with the Moon“, to have Light 


Let us place a Concave Speculum (ſuch a one as 
when placed before the Sun collected more Fire by 
7396 Times than there was in an equal Space in the 
circumambient Air) oppoſite to the Moon when ſhe 
is at the Full in a ſerene cold Night; and the Light 
which the Moon receives from the Sun will be re- 
flected from it upon the Speculum, and thence into 
its Focus, where a moſt reſplendent and refulgent 
Light will be ſeen, almoſt equal to that received and 
reflected by the ſame Speculum from the Sun, only a 
little paler. Then place a Thermometer, which is 
eaſily moved by the leaſt Degree of Heat or Fire 
in that refulgent Focus, and we ſhall find that the 
Air in the T hermometer will not be the leaſt expanded 
or moved ; which ſhews that there is no more Fire in 
that Focus, than there was before the reſplendent Light 


was collected there, Hillary on the Properties of Fire. 
Vor, II. I | in 
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in the Mind, and no ſacred Affection in the 
Heart, and yet is not this the Caſe of many ? 
Yea, God's own People complain that the 
Warmth of their Souls does not keep pace with 
the Inſtruction they have received, and the Con- 
victions of their Conſciences. O the obſtructed 
Paſſage between the Head and Heart! how many 
Prejudices in the Will and Affections ariſe againſt 
what the Word declares, and the Underſtanding 
elearly diſcovers to be Duty? How many ſee 
their Sin to be Sin, and yet do not leave it? 
They ſee their Danger, and yet take no proper 

care to avoid it, They can ſpeak of the Things 
of God diſtinctly, which ſhews they have regu- 
lar Ideas, but find not any transforming Influ- 
ence from their Light upon their Hearts, They 
can talk of God as infinitely great and powerſul, 
and yet never bow before him in the inward 
Homage of the Soul, nor fear his Diſpleaſure, 
nor ardently covet his Favour. They ſee him to 
be perfect Purity and Goodneſs, and yet do not 
love him ; yea, inſtead of embracing him, wiſh 
him not to be at all. "They know him with an 
Head-Knowledge to be faithful, and yet are not 
affected either by his Promiſes or Threatnings, 
tho' they own that there is compleat Happineſs in 
the firſt, and as compleat Miſery in the laſt. 
They have Chriſt revealed 1, but feel him not 


revealed in hem. This is the Reaſon that many 
5 
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can liſeourſe on the Mediation of Chriſt, the 
Offices he executes, and the End and Manner 
of his Death, his Grace and Merit, his Victory 
and Power, and yet never fly to him, nor as their 
Saviour and Hope prize him. They owa their 
Obligations to him, and yet neither love him 
nor praiſe him, nor are zealous to promote his 
Honour, not will they conſent in any Form 
whatſoever to ſuffer for him. They can ha- 
rangue upon Death and Judgment, and yet pre- 
pare for neither. They can diſcuſs this Theme 
the Vanity of the World, can paint its Faſhions 
as paſſing away, and yet at the ſame time con- 
tinue eager to ſecure, embrace, and keep therh, 
They know and confeſs that they muſt be brought 
into Judgment hereafter, and yet are quite care- 
leſs in theit Behaviour, and never exerciſe them- 
ſelves to keep a Conſcience void of Offence. They 
can from the Word talk of Heaven, as a State 
of pure and perfect Bleſſedneſs, but their Com- 

merce and Communion are not there. They 
can repreſent Hell as a dreadful Tephet, and yet 
be far from flying from Sin, the high Road lead- 
ing thither, or, making ſure of Jeſus, though it 
is his Prerogative only to ſav? from Wrath'ts 
come, This Point ought to be peculiarly attend- 
ed to by thoſe who are trained up in ſacred. 
Learning, and whoſe daily Employment it is, by 
fiudying, reading, and thinking, to gain freſh 
I 2 Ideas, 
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- that Toad, and thinking what a Mercy it was 


& 
Ideas, and extract one divine Truth from ano» 


ther. - Are not ſuch in Danger of being ſo pleaſed 
with a new Truth, or the freſh Evidence of an 
old one as to reſt there, and to take no pains 
to get heavenly Truths impreſſed on their Hearts. 


As the chief Deſign of all Knowledge is to make 


the Heart better, we ought to dread being ſa- 
tisfied, unleſs this End is anſwered. To hold the 
Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, is to ſin with Aggra- 
vation; and the Wrath of God ſtands armed 
with peculiar Vengeance againſt ſuch Tranſ- 


greſſors. Such may be vainly puffed up with 


their Attainments now, but Knowledge unim- 


proved will ſink them the deeper into Miſery, 


and the Servant that knows his Maſter's Will, and 
| does it not, will be beaten with many Stripes *, 


The Story of the two Cardinals who were riding 


in great Pomp to the Council of Conſtance per- 
haps you have heard. They ſaw by the Way a 
poor Peaſant fitting in a ſolemn Attitude, and 


with a very penſive Air looking on the Ground. 
They were inquiſitive to know what he was 


looking at. He told them he was gazing upon 


that God had not made him ſuch a loathſome 
Creature. He diſcourſed ſo feelingly and piouſly 
on the Subject that one of them was ſtruck, and 
turning about to the other, ſaid, © The Unlearned 


* Luke xiii, 47. | 
— would 
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& would ariſe and lay hold on Heaven, aki mas 
ce with all our Learning go down to Hell.” How 
glad would the learned Grotius have been, in the 
the Views of Death, to have exchanged his vaſt 
Stores of Knowledge for the Honeſty and Reli- 
gion of a poor but pious Neighbour of his, who 
was remarkable for ſpending 'a- great deal of his 
Time in devotional Employments ? Let us re- 
member then that the Word is given as a Light not 
to play and trifle with, but to work by; 4 Light 
to our Feet, and a Lamp to our Paths ; and as it 
is a Doctrine according to Godlineſs, and de- 
ſigned to teach us to deny Ungodlineſs, that we may 
live ſoberly, righteoufly and godly in this preſent 
Wirld, the End is not anfwered unleſs we arg 
made really wiſer and better by it. 


ELDEST- Sov. 

Turs Part of your Diſcourſe is, as it were, 
calculated for my Meridian ; the Caution 
and Exhortation contained in it are peculiarly 
adapted to my Caſe. Since I have entered into 
the Study of Philoſophy I have found that learn- 
ed Subtleties are very apt to ſteal away the Heart; 
| Nay, even the Study of controverſial Divinity 
has its Snares; and, while I have been increaſing 
in Learning, I have felt the Savor of Truth pall 
and ſicken. This has often put me in mind of 
a ſolemn Charge, which (I have ſomewhere read) 
I 3 the 
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the famous Profeſſor Amas gave to a — Di- 


vine of ſprightly Parts and great Learning, vix. 
© That he ſhould take Care he did not fall un- 
der that great Plague, a clear Head and & cold 
© Heart.” May divine Influences excite me to 
watch againſt this ineffectual Knowledge, this 
Inſenſibility of Soul, more than ever I have done! 
But I am waiting to hear with what my ke 


| Cy _ farther entertain Us, 1 


OE Farunn. 

I can't diſmiſs the Point under. our Conſi- 
—_ without obferving that the Afliftions 
of the preſent Life, eſpecially thoſe of Gad's 
People, are., repreſented under the Emblem of 
Fire. Sin and Carnality are the Impurity. and 
Ruſt of the Soul. It is God's great Aim to pu- 
Tify ; for this End the Word is commiſſioned, 
and Prophets and Miniſters ſent, yet ſent to 
ſome in vain. 7s nt my Ward like as a Fire, 
faith the Lord *, and ſome are melted and purged 
byit; but with reſpe& to others, Afflictions long 


and ſevere (the feeling Demonſtrators of eternal 


Things) are ſent to do the Work effectually. 
Thus +God ſeems to compare bimſelf to an 
Artificer in Gold and Silver, whoſe precious 
Metal is tarniſhed, or the Form demoliſhed by 
many and ſevere Bruiſes, He aſks, How hall i 


Jeremiah xiii, 9. +. Ibid. ix. 7. 
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do far the Daughter of my People ? Tt is his own 
People, and muſt not My caſt off; he reſolves 
therefore, that he will melt them and try them. Is 
Fire refining ? And ſhall not the Artiſt employ 
it, not becauſe he lights the precious Metal, but 
becauſe he would reftore its former Luſtre? In 
like Manner, if need be, God's People are in 
Heavineſs, that the Trial of their Faith, being 
much more precious than of Gold that periſbeth, may 
be found to Praiſe, Honour and Glory at the ap- 
pearing of Feſus Chriſt *, The Expectation they 
would iſſue well ſupported Fob under his Sor- 
rous; nay, probably he found them operating 
well already; he felt within himſelf more Hu- 
mility and Patience, more Conformity and Re- 
ſignation to the Divine Will, and therefore ſaid, 
When I am tried I ſball come forth as Gold +, 
Happy F«b/ though he owned he had taken 
many a falſe Step, yet- he could in the main ap- 
prove himſelf upright. He, that God that knows 
all Things, knaweth the Way that I take. Here- 
upon he chearfully admits this relieving Hope 
that his fore Afflictions would be for Trial, and 
not for Deſtruction, and that his Sorrow would 
as a Cloud paſs away, but, while it remained, 
deſcend in Showers of Bleſſing. Let none judge 
the Chriſtian then becauſe he is ſorely afflicted. 
Sinners may be paſſed by in Judgment, whilſt 
® iPeter 1. 7. + Job xxiii, 10. 
; I 4 Saints 
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Saints are chaſtened in Mercy. Sinners tay 
permitted to fill up the Meaſure of their Iniqui- 
ty, to ſpend their Days in Mirth and their Years 
in Laughter, whilſt their Hearts grow every Day 
more carnal, and all Circumſtances - conſpire, 
through their Abuſe of them, to lull them into 
a deep and fatal Security. Are Chriſtians under 
alarming Providences? It is that they may be 
more wakeful and lively in their Graces and Ser- 
vices. They are chaflened of the Lord, that they 
might not be condemned with the World*, While 
Corruption remains in the Heart there will be 
occaſion for the Lord's Fire in order to purge it 
out. The Conſciouſneſs of this makes Saints 
patient and ſubmiſſive; yea, a Senſe of this ex- 
cites them to pray for the Sanctification more 
than the Removal of their Troubles; that as the 
fining Pot is to the Silver and the Furnace to the 
Gold, fo theſe Sorrows. may promote their 
beſt, their everlaſting Intereſts, And after- 
wards. they have reckoned their Afflictions, 
though ſo grievous now, among the choiceſt of 
the divine Favours, and they have experienced 
their Souls to thrive in Humility. and Spirituality 
by all. Happy Troubles that operate and end 
well! Happy that Sadneſs of the Countenance, by 
which the Heart is made better! Bleſſed Cove- 

nant! in which ſeaſonable Afflictions are pro- 


® x Cor. xi. 32. 


miſed 
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miſed to prevent total and final Apoſtacy from 
the Rock of our Salvation : and I muſt add, 
bleſſed Covenant, in which God is pleaſed to 
engage to be with his People in thoſe fiery Trou- 
bles, through which ia the Way of their Duty 
they are called to paſs. ben thou paſſeſt through 
the Waters, I will be with thee ; and through the 
Rivers, they ſhall not overflow thre: when thou 
paſſeft through the Fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, nei- 
ther ſhall the Flame kindle upon thee *. To be 
with them is to afford them Grace to bear their 
Troubles aright, ſo as that Tribulation may 
work Patience, that they may glorify the Lord in 
the Fires +, When the People of God acknow- 
ledge and adore his Sovereignty, acquieſce in his 
Wiſdom, and trace in Darkneſs the wondrous 
Footſteps of his Grace, it is to ſupport their Spi- 
rits that they may not fink or be overpowered, 
and that the Afflictions may ſo operate as to 
work out for them a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal Weight of Glory tf. O glorious Privilege (will 
Faith ſay) to be pruned with the Vine for Or- 
nament and Fruit, rather than to be ſuffered to 


ſhoot out continually with the neglected Bram- 


ble, to be cit down, rooted up, and caſt into 
the Fire at laſt. May J and my Children be 
thus dealt with ! and though Afflictions in them- 
ſelves are not joyous but grievous, though Nature 


nia xlin. 2. + Ibid. xxiv. 15. 2 Cox. iv. 17. 


recoils 
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recoils at the thought of them, yet, when ne- 

*. cecffary, may we have them in the fame way 

that the pious Fews experienced them, of 

whom their divine Proprietor and Saviour ſaid, 

4. will bring a third Part through the Fire, and 

will refine them as Silver is refined, and will try 

them as Geld is tried; they ſhall call on my Name 

and I will bear them; I will ſay, it is my People, 

and they ſhall ſay the Lord is my Gd. And 

though the Lord lays Affiction an our Loins, thaugb 

We go through Fire and Water, yet if he does us 

good in the beſt, in the ſpiritual Senſe, he bring- 

eth ns really into a wealthy Place; and we ſhall 

on that Account have reaſon to call upon our- 

elves and thoſe about us, to bleſs God, and to 
make the Voice of his Praiſe be heard f. 


Lord, thou haſt proy'd our ſuffering Souls 
To make our Graces ſhine; _ 
So Silver bears the burning Coals 
The Metal to refine. 
Through watry Deeps and fery Ways 
We march at thy Command,. 
Led to poſſeſs the promis'd Place 
By thine unerring Hand. * 


Ox the other Side, take care that the Lord 
does not find Reaſon. to make the ſame Com- 


* Zech. zii. 9. + Pſalm Ixvj, 8— 
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plaint of you when under fore Afflictions as of 
his antient People in this metaphorical Language, 
The Bellows are burnt, the Lead is conſumed of the 
Fire, the Founder melieth in vain, Reprobate 
Silver ſball Men call them, becauſe the Lord hath 
rejected them *. q. d. The Bellows have been 
*6 kept ſo near the Fire to blow it that they are 
& ſcorched. The Prophets have employed their 
« Breath in exhorting and reproving ſo long, 
<« that their very Throats are dry and fore. The 
« Lead uſed to refine is burnt up, but has not 
«& done its Office, and fo the Pains of the Refiner 
« are loſt, and they are found to be reprobate 
« Silver ; there is really no good Metal in them, 
« and now the Lord rejeas them.” He will 
try them no more, but paſſes this irreverſible Sen- 
tence upon them, Becauſe I have purged thee (i. e. 
have employed the Means for that Purpoſe again 
and again) and thou waſl not purged, thou ſhalt not 
be-purged from thy Filthineſs any more, till I bave 
cauſed my Fury to reft upon thee +. 


Miss Suxtv. 


Tins is a Place of Scripture, Sir, which 
has run much in my Mind ſince we have been 


upon this Subject of Fire; you can tell better 
than I can where it is, and what the Holy Spirit 


* Jer. vi, 29, 30. + Exek, iv. 13. 
would 
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would have me learn from it. You were as 0 
Firebrand pluckt out of the burning. 


FaTHER. 

Tazy. are the Words. of Ames the Prophet“. 
In the former Verſes the Lord had been telling 
his People ſor their Conviction, what Methods 
of Correction he had uſed with them for theit 
Reformation; but that under theſe they had re- 
mained incarrigibly perverſe. For many Wick- 
edneſſes he had brought them low ; deſolating 
Judgments, in various Forms, one after another 
had been let looſe among them, ſo that it was a 
Wonder they were yet a People, not pluck'd up 
and ſcattered; nay, they are in this Metaphor 
repreſented to be in the Caſe of that Piece of 
Wood which is now all on Fire, and in a 
little Time muſt be inevitably. conſumed, if ſuf- 
fered to continue where it is; ſo that nothing 
can pofibly preſerve it, but ſnatching it thence, 
and that with ſpeed. Thus as a Nation, whilſt 
Judgments were performing their awful Work 
upon them, an Hand of Mercy reſcued them 


from the threatning Ruin. 


Tunis Expreſſion, a burning Brand, is alſo a 
fit Deſcription of a recovered Sinner; ſo with 
reference to his Converſion even Joſhua the 
High- Prieft ſeems to be called a Brand plucit out of 


Chap. iv. 11. 0 
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th Fire *, and every Soul that is ſaved is fnatched 
with an Hand of Divine Vehemence, moved quick 
by eternal Love, from that Power of Darkneſs, 
which long concealed his Danger from his own 
View +. But the Phraſe before us with a pecu- 
liar propriety deſcribes. the State of a Sinner who 
a little while ago ſeemed in the Suburbs of 
Death and entering into an eternal World, which 
in ſuch a Caſe could be no other than an eternal 
Hell. Indeed for ſuch a one to ſtand at any time 
(as he does in his beſt Health) encompaſſed with 
ten thouſand Diſeaſes and Diſaſters is a Circum- 
ſtance big with Horror; as, upon a ſovereign 
Nod of Providence, any of them may be let 
looſe to tear his Soul from the Body, and plunge 
it into Hell; but when the Body ſickens as a 
Flower, when Death ſeems aiming the fatal 
Dart at his Boſom, how apparent does the Dan- 
ger preſent itſelf ! the Eſcape how narrow! 
When we behold the Soul, as it were, ſitting upon 
the quivering Lips of the dying Fleſh, how dread- 
ful is its Situation ! It is not likely to continue 
in the Body, and yet it is not prepared for a Diſ- 
lodgment! To all Appearance it is juſt ready to 
take its Flight to an eternal Abode, and yet it 
is neither juſtified nor ſanAifhed ! God is unre- 
conciled, and the Enemy of the Sinner ! Chriſt 
the Mediator of Reconciliation has often been 


® Zech. ni. 23. F Col. 1, 13. rgpur aro. 
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tender'd, but never acpepted Arms have been 
taken up againſt his Sovereign, but never thtown 
down ! Ten thouſand Articles of Guilt ate 
ſtanding againſt him, and not one expunged 
He has a Multitude of Luſts, and all the helliſh 
Brood are in their full Power, not one mortified! 
In ſuch a Caſe what is the Condition of the poor 
Creature? The Devils are ready to ſeize him, 
the Body is daily ſinking, and the Soul more and 
more hurried on towards the infernal Abyſs! 
Then if Love Divine draws near with Beamingy 
of Mercy, ſtops the Courſe of the Diſeaſe, pro- 
nounces the Return, and gives the Sinner a few 
Days or Years more, in this Caſe the Body is 
a Morſel reſcued from the Ravages of Worms, 
and the Soul is a Brand pluck'd, as it were, out 
of the Burnings of Hell. 


AND ſcarce with fainter Rays ſhines the Grace 
of the Declaration, Je were as a Firebrand pluckt 
out of the Burning, when a Perſon in Health 
hath been wonderfully reſcued by converting 
-Grace, whoſe every Step before was tending to 
the Mouth of Hell, When I ſee ſuch a one 
brought to Chriſt, ſnatch'd perhaps out of a 
wicked Family, where the whole of his Educa- 
tion conſiſted in that which carried in it a noto- 
rious Contrariety to the Means of Grace, as Ig- 


norance, Impiety, the worſt of Examples, En- 
| couragement 
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couragement and Incitement to all that is vici- 
ous ; or if the Family has been better, yet when 
I ſee a poor Creature abſolutely averſe to all the 
Means of Inſtruction and Reformation, perhaps 
glorying in his Wickedneſs, eager to defy divine 
Tuſtice, and dare its Power, as if in haſte to fill 
up the Meaſure of his Iniquity ; when I ſee this 
Man, this Woman, by ſome Word or ſome Pro- 
vidence guided by a divine Hand ſtrangely ſtopt 
in their dreadful Career, and turned to God, may 
I not ſay, Here are Brands pluckt out of the 
Burning ? The Sinner grows thoughtful, ſees the 
Evil of Sin, and himſelf upon the Precipice of 
Ruin; he ſtarts back, laments his Caſe ; uſes 
now the Language he ſcoffed at once; enquites 
after the Saviour, “O that I knew where I 
e might find him!” Thoſe Knees which firſt 
ſmote one againſt the other are afterwards bent 
in humble Devotion, while the Eyes flowing with 
Tears are elevated in Prayer. The Bible and 
other good Books, with the People of God, are 
his Companions. When Wiſdom's Gates are 
opened, he hungers and thirſts after her Provi- 
fions, and watches at the Poſts of her Doors. 
They ſuit his Caſe, and reliſh better than all the 
Delights of Senſe and Sin. His Countenance, 
his Dreſs, his Geſture, his Behaviour are hum- 
ble, becauſe his Heart is fo. O wondrous 
Change ! when ſuch a Wretch, who a little Time 
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ago was eagerly bent upon Wickedneſs, is thus 
ſeen honourably, ſeriouſly, thankfully panting af- 
ter Glory, and making meet for it; may it 


not be ſaid, ©* Surely this is a Brand pluck'd out 
4 the e ' 820 


Miss Sukzy, 

SIR, with 4 Duty I thank you. I am 
apprehenſive if you will indulge me once more, 
I ſhall give you no more Trouble. I have read 
in the 23d Verſe of the Epiſtle of Jude, Other; 
« ſave with fear, pulling them out of the Fire.” 
If I may be. favoured with your Thoughts 
upon this Place I ſhall hope for Edification and 
Pleaſure. 


FaTHER. 
Ir is no irkſome Taſk to inſtruct and exhort 
my dear Children. Does the Mother take Plea- 
ſure in opening her Breaſts to her Child? So ig 
it my Duty, ſo is it my Delight, t exhert, and 
comfort, and charge you, as a Father dith his Chil- 
dren. The Apoſtle Jude, in the Place you refer 
to, is giving prudential Directions how to behave 
towards various ſorts of Offenders. The gene- 
ral Deſign towards all is the reclaiming them. 
But as they greatly differ in Temper and Degree 
of Offence, ſo various Means are to be employ d. 
They who have offended through miſtake with 
an 


<> 
an honeſt Heart, or thoughtleſsly, or, if they 
have offended preſumptuouſly, have already be- 
thought themſelves, muſt be dealt with with great 
Tenderneſs. Gentle Remonſtrances, with the 
Bleſſing of God, may effectually recover and 
confirm them. But where Perſons are daringly 
wicked, and ſeem to defy God and Man, ſuch 
ſave with Fear. Let your Fear, leſt it ſhould be 
too late, put you up6n an immediate Attempt, and 
attempt their Salvation by endeavouring to excite 
their Fear. Lenity and Mildneſs may do for 
others who have not, run to ſuch Lengths, but 
an holy Severity is beſt adapted to Perſons of this 


Caſt, Tell them gf the Threatenings of God 
_ againſt theſe Things, and that they which do 
them are worthy of Death. Knowing the Ter- 
rors of the Lord, fill your Mouth with Perſua- 
lives. Pull them out of the Fire. Heaven com- 
mands us to deal with ſuch as with a Child, or 
any Thing valuable fallen into the Fire. Would 
you delay? O no; there is no Time for delibe- 
rating, no Room for taking Counſel. In ſuch 
a Caſe would you not be in good Earneſt ? They 
who pull any Thing precious out of the Fire ex- 
ert themſelves and all their Powers. A Senſe 
of the Value of it, and a Sight of its preſent 
Circumſtances make them forget a little Pain 
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and Danger; and indeed the Greek Word * 
injoins this Vigour, Earneſtneſs, and Vio- 
lence, O what a Pattern was bleſſed Paul 
in his Attempt to ſave Souls? In Seaſon and 
& out of Seaſon ;” be would be all Things to all 
Men, if by any condeſcending Methods he might 
fave ſome ; and was willing to ſpend and be ſpent. 
So to the Elders of the Church of Epheſus he 
appeals, that for three Years together he had 
warned them Night and Day with Tears f. O 
that more Attempts were made upon profligate 
Sinners, with a moſt ſerious, dependant Eye up- 
oh the divine Bleſſing! That Chriſtians were as 
bold and couragious in reproving, as Sinners are 
in offending ! and as reſolute and unwearied in 
the Proſecution of the Converſion of Souls, as 
the Wicked are in the Practice of what is evil. 
If a Neighbour's Houſe is on Fire, or in immi- 
nent Danger, or his Furniture is ready to fall a 
Prey to thẽ mercileſs Flames, where is the Perſon 
that will not attempt to help? Who is ſo devoid 
of Bowels as to refuſe ? Or if any is ſo who does 
not ſcruple to reproach him? On the other Hand, 
who refuſes help? Nay, who does not deſire 

it? Who ftands in the Way of him that is ready 
to ruſh into Danger to reſcue the Life or Goods 
of a Neighbour? And moſt of all, where is the 
Agrar. f Acts xx. 31. 
| | Perſon 
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Perſon that ſhall be angry with his Neighbour 
for making the charitable Attempt ? But let the 
Sons of Compaſſion aft, Whether a periſhing 
Soul does not demand Concern and Pains more 
than a periſhing Body or a periſhing Habitation? 
And let the Reproved think what an horrid Mix- 
ture of Ingratitude, Folly, and Perverſeneſs they 
ſhew, when they ſpurn at a pious Neighbour 
who, knowing the Value of his own Soul, would 
fain reſcue theirs from the moſt tremendous, from 
everlaſting Deſtruction. However, the People 
of God ſhould conſider, that it is no ſmall Mat- 
ter to have the Satisfaction of approving them- 
ſelves to their divine Maſter, as having attempted 
to ſnatch, as out of the Fire of Hell, a Soul that 
was in the utmoſt Danger, and more precious 
than all material and temporal Things. And to 
have this acknowledged at laſt by the glorious 
Judge will more than compenſate all the Un- 
eaſineſs which may ariſe from the vain Anger of 
thoſe who ſhould have been beſt pleaſed, Re- 
member, my dear Children, that as carnal Wiſ- 
dom and heavenly are contrary Things, ſo Ac- 
tions are differently cenſured and praiſed in the 
World and by the Word of God. We can 
ſcarce warn Men too much of ſpiritual Danger, 
provided it be done with Propriety of Circum- 
ſtances, It is very good Manners to. knock and 
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knoek again at the Door of Sinners Conſciences 
whilſt there is any Hope, even though we had a 
Repulſe, and were told we ſhould not be wel- 
come. Though they are angry, and account 
us their Enemies, would to God we could learn 
to treat them gently as ſpiritual . and 


not be 3 [ 


The Seventh Dialogue. 
FATHER. 


em LLCOME, my Children, how 

\ 16\ 147/91] welcome to my Heart | while you 
N 42 come in a Body upon this Occa- 
don. While you open the dute-. 
222000 &] ous Ear to Heaven, while you 
are concerned to be ſanctiſied in 
Chriſt Jeſus, to be careful in your Stations, and 
obſervant of my Directions, I am ready to com- 
pare you to a ſtring of Pearls, fair to my Eye, 
precious as my beſt Treaſure. If any of you 
have any Obſervations to make, or Queſtions to 


aſk, you have perſect Liberty of Speech. 


Ir no one ſpeaks I proceed to obſerve that I 
ſcarce know any Metaphor ſo ſuitable to expreſs 
the divine Wrath as Fire, nor any Simile more 
frequently uſed than this in Scripture to repre- 
ſent it. If Judah, apprehenſive of the Diſplea- 
ſure of Foſeph, Governor of Egypt, entreats that 
his Anger might nit burn againſt him *, what in- 

2 66 * rs 
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finitely greater Reaſon have we to deprecate the 
Wrath of God under that awful Character! 
Fire is an Element the moſt vehemently corro- 
five! what is there whoſe Texture may not be 
diſſolved by it? Feed it with a Quantity of Com- 
buſtibles, and what dreadful Wonders will it 
perform? Go to the Glaſs-houſes, where even 
the hardeſt Flints are liquefied, and ſay with 
Amazement what Matter fo compact that its 
Parts cannot be ſeparated by the Torture of Fire? 
But no Fire like that of the Wrath of God! 
for with God is terrible Majeſty. Hear the un- 
erring Language of the Scripture upon this Head. 
As the Fire burneth the Wood, and the Flame ſet- 
eth the Mountains on fire, ſo perſecute them with 
thy Tempeſt, and make them afraid with thy Storm“. 
When the mighty Governor of the World is 
coming forth in a way of dreadful Reſentment 
againſt provoking Sinners with theſe Words 
addreſſed to their Senſes he awakes their ſleeping 
Fear, Behold the Lord will come with Fire, and 
with his Chariots like a Whirlwind, to render his 
Anger with Fury, and his Rebuke with Flames of 
Fire f. When the Lord is calling his apoſtate 
People to Repentance the forcible Motive uſed 
is taken from the direful Effects of his juſt Re- 
ſentment, like thoſe of the overpowering reſiſt- 
leſs Conflagration ; Le/ff my Fury, ſays he, come 
* Pſal, Ixxxiii. 14, 15. f Iſaiah Ixvi. 15. 
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forth like Fire, and burn that none can quench it “. 
To the ſame Purpoſe are thoſe ſtartling Interro- 
gations, Who can fland before his Indignation ? 
And who can abide in the Fierceneſs of his Anger ? 
His Fury is poured forth like Fire, and the Racks 
are thrown d;wn by him +. But perhaps no where 
is the Metaphor more expreſs and ſtrong than in 
the following Paſſage : As they gather Silver, and 
Braſs, and Iron, and Lead, and Tin into the Midſt 
of the Furnace, to blaw the Fire upon it to melt it, 
fo will I gather you in mine Anger, and in my Fury, 
and I will leave you there and melt you. Yea, 1 
will gather you, and blow upan you in the Fire of 
my Wrath, and ye ſhall be melted in the Miadft 

thereof. . As Silver is melted in the Midſi of the 
Furnace, ſo ſhall ye be melted in the Midſi theres, 
and ye ſhall know that I the Lord have poured out 
my Fury upon yout. What, my dear Children, 
is the Language of all this, but that we ſhould 
ever fear before the Lord ? What Reaſon have 
we to deprecate a Diſpleaſure ſo terrible! Have 
you ſeen a poor Creature flying affrighted from 
the Wrath of a proud and*daring Oppreffor ? 
Have ſome even fled into the Arms of Death, 
rather than ſubje themſelves to the mighty Rage 
of a Fellow-worm ? and are they afraid of him 
to whom it muſt be ever ſaid, Thou could/t have ne 


® Jer. ive 4. + Nah. i. 6, T Ezek, xxii. 
20, 21, 22. 5 
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Power againſt me except it was given thee from 
abzve ® How ought his Frowns to be dreaded, 
who doom'd fallen Angels, the Hierarchies of 
Heaven, to the Pit of DeſtruQion, and, in ſpight 
of all their boiſterous and unrelenting Rage, 
holds them faſt in everlaſting Chains of Dark- 
neſs? l bo knoweth the Power of his Anger * ? 
I charge you then, - my dear Hopes and Cares, 
as I have often charged my own Soul, that you 
continue not contentedly one Hour the Objects 
of the Almighty's Wrath. - Have your Sins 
awakened his Anger? Hath he ſpoke terrible 
Things in Righteouſneſs by the Threatnings of 
the Law? Does he indeed with a Countenance 
of Lightning and a Voice of Thunder draw 
forth and brandiſh his vengeful Sword? O fly to 
his Mercy, proſtrate youſelves immediately at 
his Feet, lay hold on the Hope ſet before you 
in the Goſpel, and prize the Mediator's Atone- 
ment and Interceſſion. Let his Righteouſneſs be 
your Refuge, the ſtrong Hold under which you 
continually abide, nor let any Thing be connived 
at or indulged which may rouze his Wrath. 


To inforce this Exhortation, conſider, if you 
could ſufficiently, how many Ways the Almighty 
hath of expreſſing his Wrath and making it ter- 
rible to his Enemies? He can eaſily let looſe all 


* Pſalm xc, 11. 
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the Creatures in his Hands that have any Con- 
nection with us, and as a Swarm of Bees they 
ſhall each join to revenge their Creator's Quar- 
rel, and with their invenomed Stings fight his 
Battles. How ſoon may our Enemies be com- 
miſſioned to ravage our Subſtance by Violence, 
or over- reach us by Fraud? How ſoon may nu - 


merous Diſeaſes change a healthful Conſtitution 


and a blooming Countenance into Sickneſs, Pale- 
neſs, and Death? Theſe Things we are taught 
to conſider as God's rebuking us for cur Iniguity *. 
Or, we may read the juſt Anger of the Almighty 
in the juſt or in the cauſeleſs Anger of Fel- 
jow- creatures. When the Lord was angry with 
Jeboram for his Idolatries, he ftirred up agamft 
him the Spirit of the Philiſtines, and of the Ara- 
bians that were near the Ethiopians f. Or, if 
Providence does not ſo openly enter into the 
Controverſy, yet our offended Maker may by 
an inviſible Hand diſtil ſome Drops of his 
Wormwood and Gall into our Cups of Delight, 
and turn them into Bitterneſs, ſo that, though 
Eſtates and Friends are ſtill ſeen around us as 
before, yet the Perſon ſhall not enjoy any Com- 
fort in them, Yea, how ſoon can he commiſſion 
Conſcience, as his Deputy, to indi& us for our 
Rebellions, convict us of our Ingratitude, aſſure 

us of God's dreadful Diſpleaſure, and cauſe us 


® Pſalm xxxix, 11. + 2 Chron, xxi.' 16. 
imme- 
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immediately to feel it? This was expreſſed very 
ſeriouſſy in a Sermon we read in the Family a 
few Days azo. © The Sentence of the broken 
Law is like the Hand-writing to Belſbazzar, 
t Jooling the joints of his Loins, and making 
his Knees ſmite one againſt another. How ſad 
© to look back on a Life ſpent in Sin? How 
& fearful to look forward to the Wrath treaſured 
« up againſt the Day of Wrath? How ama- 
« zingly ſad to have Treaſures of Wrath laid 
«© up in ſtore againſt me? To be condemned 
cc already, and have the Wrath of God abiding 
« on me? To eat and drink under Wrath, buy 
4c and fell, lie down and riſe up, and all under 
©« Wrath? To be on the Brink of Eternity, 
% having no more than a Breath between my 
« Soul and the Place of Torment, where the 
« Wrath of God is poured out without Mix- 
de ture. All the Comforts of Life are imbitter'd 
% from the dreadful Apprehenfion of what is to 
e follow; as a Man condemned cannot put 
* the expected Execution out of his Thoughts. 
« This makes a Man eat Aſhes with Bread, and 
£ cauſes him to mingle his Drink with Tears; 
& this cauſes his Life to abhor Bread, and his 
« Soul dainty Meat. Through this he taſtes 
c no Sweetneſs in any Comforts, but they all 
„ become to him taſteleſs, as Job ſpeaks, like the 
* Hite of an Egg, His Sleep departs from him, 
5 « gr 
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« or is interrupted with ſcaring Viſions and ter- 
« rifying Dreams. The Man in ſuch a Caſe 
&« looks on his Right Hand and Refuge fails, on 
« his Left Hand and no Help appears,” Then 
it is that Jeſus is acceptable, his Name is as 
Ointment poured forth; the Sound of it in the 
Goſpel, is ſweet celeſtial Muſick ; the Merit of 
his Death, the Ardour, Conſtancy, and Suc- 
ceſs of his Interceſſion, the undeniable Safety of 
all thoſe who are ſheltered by him, and the 
Dreadfulneſs of the Vengeance which is the Sin- 
ner's Due all concur to recommend the Re- 
deemer, and endear his Salvation. Now that 
his Wrath is kindled but a little to what it will 
be hereafter the Cry of the ſenſible Soul is, 
Bleſſed are all they who put their Truſt in him *. 
My dear Children, fo furious is the Fire of God's 
Wrath, that it can dart and penetrate into the 
moſt ſecret Receſſes of the Soul; can ſtorm the 
ſtouteſt Spirit that ever reſided in human Breaſt ; 
can turn the ſofteſt Bed into Thorns, the ſweet- 
eſt Slumbers into Anxiety and Convulſion, and 
cauſe the Sinners that feel the Terrors of the 
Almighty to cry out with Cain, My Puniſhment 
is greater than I can bear +, who now are dar- 
ing Omnipotence, and with the brutiſh Levia- 
| than laughing at the ſhaking of the Spear? O 
could I ſpeak to the whole World of impenitent 


= Pſalm ii. 12. ＋ Gen. iv. 13. 
Sneerers, 
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Sneerers, I would call upon them to look to the 
Precipice on whoſe-extreme Edge they are ſtand- 
ing, and · the Slipperineſs of that Path which they 
are treading ; I would call upon them to weep 
and howl ſince their Miſery draws nigh ; to put 
on Sackcloth while Sorrow will avail, and to 
fly to him who alone can avert the Wrath of 
God, and introduce a poor broken-hearted Sin- 
ner into the Preſence of his offended Sovereign 
and Father with Acceptance and Joy. 


ErDesT DAUGHTER, 
'Trrs is awful to hear of! more ſo for our 
Thoughts to dwell upon it for a Time; and yet 
I am preparing to hear ſomething more terrible, 


FATHER. 

AxD well you may, if you expect that I 
fhould ſpeak to you of the Fire of Hell, the In- 
dignation and Wrath, the Tribulation and An- 
guifh which are laid up in Store againſt the Per- 
dition of ungodly Men in the Lake which burn- 
eth with Fire and Brimſtone, It is unmixed 
Wrath. As in the Paradiſe provided for the 
Saints we read of the pure River of Water of 
Life, fo there is in Hell a pure, unmixed Fire of 
Wrath. In this World the Lord is good to all; 
his Sun ſhines and his Showers fall upon the 
Fields of the Juſt and Unjuſt ; hereby he abun- 
dandy 
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dantly teſtifies his Goodneſs, and would by that 
Goodneſs lead them to Repentance ; but in Hell 
Sorrow is unmingled. Upon the Wicked, who 
are driven away in their Wickedneſs, and who 
die as they lived, rebellizus, an offended God will 
rain Snares, Fire and Brimſlone; this, without 
any Mitigation, any Alloy, Hall be the Portion of 
their Cup ; which Words evidently refer to the 
Deſtruction of Sodom / It ſhall certainly come; 
nor will there be any more a Defence againſt it, 
than there can be to a Traveller through a wide 
and barren Wilderneſs from the Tempeſts of the 
Sky ! no way of Eſcape, no Shelter, no Help. 
And the Spirit of God may well notify to Sin- 
ners the future Deſtruction under the awful Me- 
taphor of Fire, not only as the Deſtruction of 
Sodom was terrible, and no Method of Eſcape 
was left, but as that was deſigned to be a ſtand- 
ing Figure of the future and more terrible Ven- 
geance of Hell f. This Wrath, as it will im- 
mediately prey upon the Sinner, now become a 
naked immaterial Spirit, muſt of conſequence be 
inexpreſſibly more terrible than any Thing it has 
hitherto felt. Such Impreſſions made on the 
Soul in the Body, would have cruſhed, diſtorted, 
and overturned all the Powers of Nature at 
once; yea, the Senſations of the Soul are blunted 
while incumbered with Fleſh and Blood, and fo 


* Pſalm xi, 6. + Jude 7, 
not 
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not able to feel fo much. But no Objedts in Hell 
are able to divert; nothing to pleaſe the Eye, 
the Ear, the Fancy ! Uninterruptedly will the 
Attention of the Soul be fixed, and the Breath 
of Confcience will by freſh and keen Reflections 
be continually as it were blowing up this excru- 
ciating Fire. In this World, when all other 
Reliefs are wanting, there is one Refuge for the 
Miſerable, namely, that theſe Sufferings will have 
an End; the longeſt, coldeſt, moſt ſtormy Night, 
or moſt dreary Winter, will come to an End, 
and be followed by a more chearful Scene ; but 
Eternity hath no Cloſe, no Period! The Worm 
which preys upon the moſt ſenſible Part of the 
Soul never dies, and the Fire never ſhall be 
quenched. Material Fuel will gradually ſpend, 
and the Fire of courſe be quenched ; but Spirits 
are naturally unconſumeable ! And were they 
not ſo in their own Nature, yet, rather than Juſ- 
tice ſhould not be glorified, and its awful Sen- 
tence be fully executed, divine Power ſhall be 
employed in ſupporting the miſerable Object. 
It ſhan't fink into Annihilation, and take Re- 
fuge from the divine Power and Juftice by re- 
treating, may I ſo ſpeak, into Nothing. 


On ! my Children, learn never to trifle with 
the bleſſed Jehovah! Our God is more than 


all we have ever thought that is kind and good 
to 
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to his returning, dutiful, obedient, and affectionate 


People; but let others know, let the thought- 


leſs and giddy, let the preſumptuous and aban- 


doned Sinner know, that even our God, the Gad 
of Grace, is @ conſuming Fire. Let Sinners in 
Zion be afraid, let Fearfulneſi ſurprize the Hypo- 
crite, for who can dwell with devouring Flames ? 
Who can well with everlaſling Burnings * ? Oh! 
carry about always with you an awful Reverence 
of that God who can not only kill the Body, but 
caſt both Body and Soul into Hell f. 


LeT Sin ever appear the moſt malignant 
Evil! Had not Sin entered the infernal Fire had 
never been kindled. What Fools are they who 
make a Mock of it? They in effect make a 
Mock of that Tophet which is the Wages of it! 
But who for a Drop of Honey would ſwallow 
Oceans of endleſs Gall and Wormwood ? When 
a Temptation preſents itſelf, diveſt it of its falſe 
Diſguiſe, and you will ſee Brimſtone and Fire 
contained within it. The more terrible this Fire 
of the Wrath of God is, the more ſhould you 
prize Chriſt, the more ſhould you value the 
Riches of Divine Grace in providing him, and 
the Goſpel which reveals him, and the Way to 
him. Prize that precious Faith which leads you 
to that Chriſt who delivers us.from Wrath to 


* Ifaiah xxxiii, 14. + Matth. x. 28. 
come. 
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come. Seek it, cry for it, reſt not ſatisfied till 
you have obtained it. Let Conſcience have its 
full Scope in convincing you of Sin, though its 
Proceſs be ever ſo ſevere. Better be wounded 
and be ſearched to the Bottom than go on eaſily 
and thoughtleſly to Ruin. Ten thouſand Times 
better hear and fear, and fly from Wrath by fly- 
ing from Sin to Chriſt, than to ſtart back from 
neceſſary Pain now, and ſo plunge at laſt into a 
bottomleſs Lake that burneth with Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, and where the Smoke of their Tor- 
ment aſcends up for ever and ever. Happy you 
and I, if when the Lord Jeſus comes in flaming 
Fire to take Vengeance on them that know not Gd 
and obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
we may lift up our Heads with Safety and Joy, 
as he will come to glorify and be glorified in his 
Saints, and to be admired in all them that believed. 


SECOND SON. 

Bur, Sir, is not Fire ſometimes uſed in Scrip- 
ture metaphorically to repreſent the Favour of 
God ? Was not a burning Buſh the Token of his 
gracious .Preſence ? And did he not ſpeak com- 
paſſionate Things from thence ? 


FATHER, 
Your Obſervation is juſt, There have been 
various Manifeſtations of God to his ancient 


* 2 Theſſ. i. 8, 9, 10, 
People 


( 145 ) 

People under this Emblem, of which the bun- 
ing Buſh was one of the moſt remarkable *. Per- 
haps he appeared by this Element to tepreſent 
his Majeſty, Power, and Purity; Petfections 
whoſe Honour be would by no Means loſe, but 
have illuſtrated in their full Glories. But in 
this Caſe the Circumſtances are adapted to the 
Object repreſented by it; I mean, the Caſe of 
Iſrael in Egypt. They were in great Diſtreſs, as 
melting Metal in the Furnace, and to an Eye of 
Senſe in .a deſperate Condition, even as a Buſh 
all on Fire ſoon to be turned into Aſhes; yet 
in theſe Circumſtances the Buſh, though all in a 
Flame for a conſiderable - Seaſon, is not con- 
ſumed, is not hurt or diminiſhed. Let Moſes 
know and Iſrael through him, that the People 
of the Lord ſhall not fall a Sacrifice to the 
Wrath of Egypt and its tyrannical Monarch, be- 
cauſe God was with them of a Truth. Yea, 
thence the Lord uttereth his Voice, I have ſeen, 
I have ſeen the Affii tion of my People which is in 
Egypt, and have heard their Groaning, and am 
come dum to deliver them +. 


AnoTHER way in which God tevealed his 
Grace by Fire, was in the Pillar which attend- 
ed [ſrael's Paſſage from Egypt to Canaan t. This, 
as it darted from Heaven, was an Evidence and 


* Exod, iii. 2, + Ibid. iii. 7. Þ Ibid. xiii. 21. 
Vol. II. L Re- 
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Repreſentation of an heavenly Guidance. Try 
Appearance was various by Day and by Night, 
In the Day time it was a Cloud, and overſha- 
dowed the Camp, which afforded in that burn- 
ing Situation a comfortable Shelter, and much 
mitigated the Vehemence of the Sun; in the 
Night it was a Flame of Fire, and directed the 
Tjraelites in their Journey, which in that Deſert 
are chiefly by Night, whilſt it alſo ſcattered the 
Darkneſs and Damps of the Night, and pre- 
vented the Approach of wild Beaſts, Thus were 
they conducted where and when to march, and 
comforted in a howling Wilderneſs. And was 
not this defigned to be a Repreſentation of that 
gracious Care which the Lord undertakes to ex- 
ercife towards his Covenant People in general, 
bis ſpiritual J/rael in this World? He hath gra- 
ciouſly beſtowed upon them his Word without 
and his Spirit within, and engages that they ſhall 
not loſe their Way, for he will guide them by 
bis Counſel in the right Way till he hath brought 
them to a City of Habitation. It is ſaid con- 
cerning 1/rael, that he took not away from them 
the Pillar of Cloud by Day, nor the Pillar of Fire 
ty Night*, though they had ſhown themſelves 
by various Diſobedience and Rebellion very un- 
worthy and ſhamefully provoking. The Lan- 
guage of Scripture bears a viſible Reference to 


Exodus Xiil, 22. 


this 
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this grand Tranſaction, when it is promiſed to 
the New-Teſtament Church, The Lord will cre- 
ate, upon every dwelling Place of Mount Zion, and 
upon her Aſſemblies, a Cloud and Smoke by Day, and 
the Shining of a flaming Fire by Night®, i. e. In 
Goſpel Times the Lord will beſtow upon his 
People as real Proofs, though not ſuch miracu- 
lous Proofs of his Care, as he did upon his Church 
in the Wilderneſs. Though Miracles are ceaſed, 
yet the Divine Providence is the ſame. He is 
the ſame to his People as ever. God's ſpiritual 
Church is in a travelling State ſtill ; and while 
ſo, his Eye is over it, and his Arms of Power 
continually ſurround it. It ſhall not be loſt in a 
Deſert. It ſhall not be ſcorched by Day, nor 
frozen by Night; for the Lord God is a Sun and 
Shield, and no good Thing will he withald from them 
that walk ufrightly +. 


Once more, Fire was uſed in burning up the 
Sacrifices, By this Element was the daily Victim 
conſumed to repreſent the terrible Things which 
Chriſt was to undergo, when he fbeuld appear to 
put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf t; and 
what ſo proper to repreſent the ſharp Sorrow of 
Chriſt's human Soul as Fire, when the Tokens 
of the Divine Wrath ſeized his Spirits, and 
extorted the moſt Heatt-rending Complaints? 


* Ifaiah iv. 5. + PfalmJxxxiv. 11. Þ Heb. ix. 
26, | 
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But on ſome peculiar Occaſions Fire deſcended 
as an Evidence of God's accepting the Sacrifice, 
and burnt it up. Thus it was when David of- 
fered his Sacrifice, attended with mournful Con- 
feſſions of Sin, after he had numbred the Peo- 
ple, and God had ſent that terrible Plague among 
them“. And another memorable Inſtance of 
the ſame kind we have in Elijab's Time. When 
Iſrael had caſt off Jehovah and his Worſhip, and 
had put themſelves under the ſenſeleſs and guilty 
Patronage of Baal, Elijah was willing to bring 
the Matter to a Trial, which was moſt worthy 
of their Worſhip ; and he that anſwered by Fire 
ſhould be acknowledged as ſuch. This was ſo 
fair a Propoſal, and this way of anſwering had 
been ſo long ſettled, that both Prieſt and People 
acquieſce in it. Now to ſet the Matter fartheſt 
off from Deception, the Prophet pours a large 
Quantity of Water all round; and yet the Fire 
from Heaven drank up the liquid Element and 
conſumed the Sacrifice, This for the preſent 
' ſeemed to confirm 1jrae!, and had not an Abab 
and a Fezebel ſhed peſtilential Influence from 
the Throne over all the Country, one would 
think that [rae] ſhould never more have 
departed from God into ſpiritual Whoredom 
or idolatry, | 


* 1 Chron, xxi. 26, | 
SECOND 


( 149 ) 

SECOND OSON. 

I REMEMBER my Elder Brother ſome time 
ago, when my good Father was ſpeaking of 
Fire as making Devaſtations in our Streets, was 
pleaſed to obſerve that there was a more ſhock- 
ing one than theſe; and mentioned the Burning 
of Sodom, But there is one behind more awful 
than any; I mean the burning of the World it/elf. 
I wiſh my Father would be fo good as to give us 
the beſt Deſcription he can of that moſt ſolemn 
and tremendous Event. 


FATHER, 

How the World was deſtroyed in Neab's 
Time Revelation hath informed us. Then the 
Heavens above and the Earth beneath gave up 
all their Stores of Water to fulfil the great, the 
dread Decree, But as every Element is in 
the Almighty's Hand, and at his Diſpoſal, ſo 
this of Fire ſhall be the Executioner of his aw- 
ful Vengeance hereafter. Mben it ſhall be ac- 
compliſhed is a Secret to all but to him who 
orders the Event. But it cannot be till all his 
Promiſes are fulfilled in Favour of his People 
and Church to which they relate, and for the 
Sake of whom the World ſtands. How it ſhall 
be effected, whether by ſome immediate and ex- 
trarrdinary Interpoſition of the Divine Power, 


3 or 
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or by infinite Wiſdom and Power cauſing ſome 
natural Cauſe to operate like the Springing of a 
Mine in the very Juncture of Time, when moſt 
needed, it may be thought by ſome vain and 
preſumptuous to enquire; while others eſteem it 
not only allowable, but imagine the Enquiry 
may ſubſerye very valuable Purpoſes. 


IT may be effected by the central Fire break- 
ing forth, the Matter of it being made more in- 
flammable, or its Intenſeneſs increaſed, or the 
Reſiſtance of the impriſoning Earth being leſ- 
ſened. But this dire Cataſtrophe may be more 
eaſily accounted for by the Approach of a Comet. 
Suppoſe it to be ſuch a one as appeared in 1680, 
of which Mr. I biſton gives this Account, ** that 
« jt came to its Peribelium December 8 at Noon, 
„% within 496000 Miles of the Sun's Center, at 
<« which time it ſuſtained a Degree of Heat 
« near 2000 times as intenſe as red hot Iron. 
% Its Tail after its Perihelium was 80 Millions 
& of Miles long. Its Period is 575 Years.” 
Now ſince the Orbit or Paſſage of the Comet is 
croſs the Path of the Earth, ſuppoſe ſuch a 
Comet, after it had imbibed ſuch a ſtupendous 
Quantity of Heat, ſhould, in its Retirement from 
the Sun at its deſcending Node, happen to meet 
the Earth in its Paſſage, muſt it not be ſoon 

_ - burnt 


* 


1 
burnt up to a Cinder? And what is impoſſible in 


this? For another Philoſopher alarms us by ſay- 
ing, * That by his Computations he found that 


« November the 11th, this very Comet was not 


« above one Semidiameter of the Earth from 
« the Earth's Way.” Suppoſe again that the 
Comet. had been ſo near the Earth's Way one 
Month's Time after its ſo near Approach to the 


Sun, and that the Earth had been paſſing there, 
| how could the Earth have ſurvived ſuch an Ap- 
proach ? But whether the laſt Conflagration will 
be by this Method or not I do not.preſume to 
ſay, We muſt leave impenetrable Futurity to 
him whoſe Ways are paſt finding out. The 
Apoſtle Peter aſſures us the Diſſolution of the 
World will be by Fire, and dwells upon the ſo- 
lemn Thovght in the 7th, 10th, and 12th Verſes 


of the third Chapter of the Second Epiſtle. 


Some have thought that this Earth at that Day 


may be entirely deſtroyed. Some that the Cor- 


tex or external Part only will be ſo burat as to 
loſe indeed its outward Form, but then that from 


the Ruins or Rubbiſh of the Globe, the Divine 


Being may raiſe another beautiful Fabrick, and 
that all the ſad Flaws introduced by Sin will be 
viſible no more, nor guilty Man, as the Off- 
ſpring of rebellious Adam, be any more its In- 
habitant. Then, every Fruit of Sin being re- 
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moved, nothing remains but a new Heaven and 
a new Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs, 
But, whatever is the Method of it, let us top our 
Thoughts a while on the Conflagration itſelf, 


O My Children, what a Day, what an Event 
will this be ? What Amazement will it produce ? 
No previous Notice will be given! © Behold I 
* come as a Thief. And as the Ligbining which 
cometh out of the Eaft, immediately fhineth to the 
utter mat Extent weſtward, ſo inſtantaneous will 
this Conflagration be, As it was before the 
Flood and at the burning of Sodom, fo we are 
told it will be when Omnipotence kindles this 
devouring Fire, All Serenity and Peace before : 
the World buried in ſecure Stupidity ! Every 
Fear huſh'd in Silence, or rather unknown, and 


every Diſtreſs loſt in Airs of Gladneſs. Balls 


and Aſſemblies, Plays and Operas, Concerts and 
Maſquerades (the guilty Contrivances of carnal 
Wiſdom and a wicked Heart) as frequent as ever, 
Schemes for Trade purſued, Factories ſet up, 
Companies eſtabliſhed, buying and ſelling, build- 
ing, planting, marrying and giving in Marriage 
juſt as before. Thus the unbelieving World will 
too much reſemble Belhazzar's Court, all Feſti» 
vity now, and in a few Hours all Mourning, 


Lamentatiop, and Woe. But let this Thought 
mortify 
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mortify us to this World and its Poſſeſſions now! 
Uſe this World as not abuſing it, for the Faſhion of 
it paſſeth away. Awful Thought ! This beautiful 
Eſtate, thoſe Gardens laid out with ſo much Art 
and Elegance, planted, watered, decorated and 
embordered with ſo much Care and Expence, 
what are they the firſt Hour they feel the fatal 
Fire? And muſt the impregnable Caſtle, the 
Boaſt of Kings, be ſtorfned by this Enemy? See! 
its Stones diffolve, its proud Fortifications vaniſh 
as Stubble conſumed ! No more I look for the 
curious Workmanſhip of the imperial Palace; 
'tis mingled in the ſame Flame with the Peaſant's 
Cottage? This Fire pays no Reſpect to the 
Work of Apes, and ſcorns the Ingenuity of the 


Carver, the Painter, and Gilder. See the ve- 


nerable Fruits of hoary Time, of affiduous La- 
bour and immenſe Treaſure, are loſt at once. 
In vain thoſe fine Porphyry Pillars the Won 
der of ſo many Centuries plead their Poliſh, 
Elegance, and Solidity. This Fire diſſolves their 
Contexture, and crumbles them in Duſt. No 
more I'll name Cartoons, thoſe invaluable Por- 
traits, the Admiration of ſucceeding Artiſts ; or 
ſpeak of Statues which ſeem to breathe, or to 
be ready to ſpeak, or even now ſpeaking nervouſly 
by their expreſſive Features and Attitudes! O. 


no! the Crown itſelf with all its Jewels, the 
royal 


Sb 
| 
| 
| 
| 


to redeem and his Spirit to ſanctify them, he 


YO . 
royal Robe, the Sceptre, the Sword hid in an 
embroider'd Scabbard, muſt melt and be no more, 
Nor let it be thought ſtrange or inequitable, 
that what was brought in by Sin, and ſo made 


fubject to Vanity, ſhould paſs through a Fire of 


Purification ! And perhaps if this World is re- 
paired, re-edified, and afreſh repleniſhed with 
rational Inhabitants after the Conflagration, it 
may, thro' angelick Tradition, be one Part of its 
Hiſtory, that a tall Archangel rebelling againſt 
God poiſoned the World by Sin; and that the 
Venom was ſo malignant, that, after it had ſtood. 
6 or 7000 Years under the Favour of divine 
Forbearance, and after the bleſſed God had 
ſeparated a Number by Grace, and ſent his Son 


thought proper to diſſolve its Frame by Fire, 
that he might raiſe to himſelf à more glorious 
Earth without Spot or Blemiſh, This is a 
World, may they then cry out, whence every 


thing is baniſhed that diſhonours God, that de- 


files the Soul, or afflicts the Body. No Thorn 
grows now in our Path to wound the Feet, no 
Poiſon is hid near our Food, no Inclemency in 
our Air, no Rebellion or Hoſtility in the Beaſts 
beneath us, no Feuds and Auimoſities amongſt 
rational Beings, nothing that contradic̃ts the di- 
vine Will; but it is now a World in which 

| dwelleth 
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dwelleth Righieouſneſs. But not to lead you 
too far into the Regions of Conjecture I add 


no more, having finiſhed what I deſigned. 4 


Ueon this the Family ood up, and WP 
in duteous Thanks for the great Pains their Fa- 
ther had taken to inlarge their Ideas and profit 
their Souls, 


The 


_ — — — — - 


The Eighth Dialogue. 

| FaTHER. 
FT ER; a dark, cold, and ſtormy 
f Winter, how pleaſant is the re- 
corning Spring? Its Light is tran- 
ISS & ſportingly ſweet, and the Rays of 
a vernal Sun are peculiarly bal- 


ſamick. The Efforts of opening Nature in the 
Trees around us, and the Earth beneath our 


Feet, how entertaining to the Eye! Now the 


Noon-day Beams are become more vertical! 
Every Field prefents a charming Landſcape to 


the Eye, and a Noſegay to the Smell; yea, 


every Bird almoſt offers you a Song, whether its 
harſher Voice or ſofter. Note ſound it in your 
Ears. How chearful an Air does the tuneful 
Linnet afſume while, hopping from Spray to 
Spray, it pours forth its Harmony, and again 
ſwells its Throat with Muſic, as if eager to 
perform in the moſt maſterly Manner to the Ap- 
probation and Delight of his Creator and Man 
his Vicegerent? If we paſs to the Streams, the 
Fiſh, which through the Wim er ſunk to the 


Bottom 
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Bottom in Indolence, and as if bechill'd with 
cold, riſe towards the Surface of the Current, 
practice their former Agility, and ſport them- 
ſclves in Motions peculiarly ſoft, eaſy, and grace- 
ful to attract and entertain the Eye. 


Tuus, my Children, does the Chriſtian 
find it, when after uncomfortable Withdraw- 
ments, the Lord is pleaſed to approach his Soul 
and reviſit him with his Salvation. There are 
in the Life of God's People dark Nights and 
lightfome Days. If the former continue long, 
may I not .call them a Winter Seaſon ? the 
Powers of the Soul are dark and benumb'd, al- 
moſt motionleſs and very uncomfortable ! By 
theſe Means the Chriſtian is troubled, made 
more feelingly ſenſible than before that his De- 
pendance is entirely upon his God and Redeemer 
that he is not, with-all his former Stock of Gifts 
and Graces ſufficient for any thing as of him- 
ſelf; and that the vegetable World does nat 
ſtand more in need of the natural Sun, than 
his Soul does of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, But 
the Lord in this Caſe returns to ſhew that he 
hath a Method of paying gracious Vilits to the 
Souls of his People, of communicating inſtruc- 
tive Light and quickning Grace, and giving thoſe 
Views of his Love which are truly ſatisfactory. 
How affeQionate i is a Father s Aſpect? How ra- 

viſhing 
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viſhiog his Smile ? And how tenderly, dutifutty, 
and honourably does the believing Soul embrace 
and welcome him ? Holineſs and Joy go Hand 
in Hand, and unite their triumphant Powers in 
him. The World is treated with the Contempt 
it deſerves z and he longs after that World of 
which this Experience is but the Foretaſte and 
the Earneſt. He would have it fo always with 
him ; fain would he continue on this Mount of 
Transfiguration, for he ſays, it is goed 10 be here, 
But, for wiſe and holy Reaſons, there are Ebbs 
and Flows in the Chriſtian's ſpiritual Comfort; 
and this cauſes the Chriſtian to ſay, with De. 
Watts, | 

He ſhines, and I am all Delight ; 

| He hides, and all is Pain; 

When will he fix me in his Sight, 

And ne'er depart again? 

Bur I am wandering in this contemplative 
Path beyond what I intended. However, know 
that though theſe Joys are Realities and not the 
Dreams of Enthuſiaſm, yet that they are to be 
attained only in the Path of Holineſs. They 
are the Experience chiefly of thoſe few who en- 
ter indeed into the divine Life, walk cloſely with 
the Lord in it, and retire often into Solitude from 
the Noiſe of the World, and the babbling Im- 


pertinences of Senſe. Here, as in ſome conſe- 
. a crated 
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crated Bower, the choice Chriſtian much dwells. 
Here Religion ſpreads her Table, brings forth | 
her nobleſt Rarities, and regales her Votaries | 
with Joys untaſted before. Here ſhe feeds them - | 
with her hidden Manna and Wine upon the 
Lees well refined, In this Shade Religion ad- 
mirably thrives, and to theſe ſequeſter'd Stations | 
would recommend you often to retire, Here 
ſacred Contemplation preſents a Teleſeepe by which 
the moſt diſtant Objects are diſcerned and brought 
near, and a Mirror in which all Things are te- 
preſented as they really are, without any Diſ- 
guiſe or falſe Colouring; whilſt at the ſame time 
ſhe offers a Water clear as Chryſtal, which hath 

a peculiar Virtue to cleanſe the Eye from that 
Duſt and Smoke, which, in the Midſt of the 
World, it is apt to contract. Here it is that the 
Word of God opens itſelf moſt readily to the 
enquiring Heir of Glory ; here alſo the Book of 
Nature unfolds its ſtriking Beauties to direct the 
enlightned Eye to Him that created, diſpoſed, and 

* upholdeth all Things. While all the varied 
Objects of this Garden are tranſiently obſerved, 
they can yield but a tranſient Entertainment ; 
but on the other Hand, what is there which will 
not yield ſweet Satisfaction and ſolid Inſtrudion 
to the Soul which is fixedly attentive? But I am 
now ſilent. 


ELDgsT 
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FEIIESH DAUGHTER _ 

Aulbsr the continued Silence of this Com- 
pany I may be thought impertinent to break it; 
but as I ſpeak to beg Information, the moſt ig- 
norant have a Title to take the Lead, and under 
that Character I addrefs myſelf. Among all the 
Wonders around me in this Garden, none, I 
think, impreſs me more than thoſe Bees, I ſee 
what- ſurprizes in them; but there. are many 
Things relating to them which I don't know the 
Meaning of, and ſhould be glad therefore if you, 
Sir, or any of my Brothers, would be ſo good 
as to inſtrut me. It is no Virtue not to own 
that I am no Adept in Nature's School ; but 
ſince I began to ſeek after Knowledge, I think 
of it in'a Way different to what I did before. 
Ignorance is now my deep Regret, ' eſpecially 
when I conſider what Knowledge I might have 


attained. Since then I began late, and my Op- 
portunities are not like thoſe of your Sex, it will 


be an AR of peculiar Charity to feed my Mind, 
and. all the Powers of my Soul, and I hope I 
ſhall not be inattentive, nor will all your Labour 
be oy loft. 


I wouLD beg Leave to deep a Didiculey, 
What ſhould be the Meaning that we do not 


read of Bees in Scripture? The divine Spirit 


ſpeaking there ſends us to the Ox and 4/5 for 
Inftruc- 


| TaſtruRtion and Correction in Righteouſneſs ; and 
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again, to the Stort, and the Crane, and the Swal- 
lows, &&c. Solomon particularly ſends the Slug- 
gard to the Ant, to conſider her Ways and be 
wiſe. I would fain know why nt to the Bee? 
Methinks Bees are a prettier-and more expreſs 
Emblem of what Soloman would repreſent. - Had 
Bees not been known, I ſhould not have won- 
dered ; but my Surprize increaſes, when I know 


that the Land of Canaan was @ Land firing w.th 
Milk and Honey. 


| Farhkk. 

Your Queſtion is by no means impertinent. 
As the Word in the Hebrew i is found but in one 
Place more it may not be ſo eaſy to fix the pre- 
ciſe Meaning. Some are of Opinion that the 
Word ſignifies [nes in general, and the An; 
being a remarkable one for Induſtry and Care- 
fulneſs, that was fixed upon ; but in the Deſcrip- 


tion there is nothing that may not be accommo- 


dated to the Bee; perhaps moſt Particulars men- 
tioned belong to it in a preferable Senſe and 
higher Degree, Nor is it eaſy to imagine, as 
you obſerve, that when this Inſect muſt be known 
to every one, and the Spirit of God for the 
moſt part borrows his Emblems from Objects 
which are common, that Solamon ſh not ſend 


the Sluggard to the Bee for his Tutor which was 


Vor. II. N not 


| 
if 
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not only well known, but as we imagine as di- 
ligent, and more ingenious than the Ant. But 
this is no more than a Point of Curioſity, 


ELvesrt Dauenrzx. 
I TREAT it as ſuch. But pray, Sir, what is 
Honey ? 5 


Fxrugk. | 
Honey is a Liquid or Confection Sc by 
the Bees from Flowers and other Vegetables of 
a ſweet Nature, and laid up in their Combs or 
Cells for their, preſent and future food. Some 
of this delicious Juice lies upon the Surface, and 
ſome at the Bottom of the Flowers very deep. 
Nature therefore hath provided the Bees with 
long Trunks, by the Means of which they can 
ſearch to the very Bottom. Theſe Inſtruments 
for collecting are very taper, ſo as to enter the 
narroweſt Aperture, and very flexile, ſo as not to- 
injure themſelves nor the tender Flower they viſit 
and dwell upon. What they gather is tranſ- 


mitted into a Veſicle prepared for that Purpoſe ; 


when it is full, they khow it is high time to re- 
turn to their own Home; there they diſburthen 
themſelves into the' Cell provided for the com- 
mon Benefit of the Family ;. and thus, while they 
procure a Maintenance for themſelves, they are 
always adding to the Stock of the Community. 


WHEe- 


on, hf Wh. PS. 
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| WHETHER the Honey is afterwards made or 
only gathered by the Bee, is a Queſtion among 
Philoſophers ; perhaps what they collect may ali 
undergo ſome Concoction, yet poſſibly ſome may 
need very little. And indeed the Quantity that at 


ſpecial Times they are able to add to the publick 
Stock evidences that if it is neceſſary to the Bees to 
give what they gather a ſort of Digeſtion in the 
Stomach, it muſt ſoon undergo the Change requi- 
ſite, as Perſons bave kon by weighing them 
at various Times with Stilliardi. As far, as ap- 
pears Honey was the Sugar of the Ancients, and 
ſo it continued till firſt from the £a#-Ingies, then 
the WePt, the Cane was found to contain a ſweęt 


Juice, which properly boiled and grained, makes 


what we call Sugar. There werte four or five 
Things that were the ſtaple: Commodities of the 
Land of Cana an which ſhe ſold to her Neighs 
bours, and this was one. While Tyre, that was 
only a Merchant, trafficked wich all the Warld 
for Rarities, and bought of every one accord- 
ing to their Productions of Nature or Ait, we 
find ſhe . of the Jews nmr Honeys Oi. 
and Balm“ 81 e 1 ni: 


* | . 
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Tuts Sueataeſi 9 is in in Honey | is uſed by 


the Spirit of God as an Emblem to repreſent the 


ſaered f leaſute which, the, Saints haue often found 


(Aa Egekiel xxvii ip n 19 * 
M 2 f in 


TIES — Coe” i AS AA A aa 
. 


| ( 164) | 

in converſing with the Holy Scriptures, and thoſe 
glorious Truths which are contained in them. 
Yea, mental Pleaſure in general is repreſented by 
the Sweetneſs of Honey: pleaſant Words are as 
4 Hemey-comb, fiveet to the Soul, and Health to the 
Bones *, Thy Lips, O my' Spouſe, drop as the 
Honey-comb #. And well may the People of 


God, who are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, rejoice 
in the Teſtimonies of his Grace! Theſe are a 


Light ſhining in a dark Place, direQting their 
Feet, which before wandred, into the Way of 
Peace; and thall' they not then rejoice in theſe 
bleſt Openings of Glory and Grace upon them? 
Are not the Promiſes of the Word the Charter 
of their Privileges? And can they be unſeeling 


to the tender Senſations of their Maker's Love, 


when in the Promiſe and its Application they 


hear God aſſuring them, 4 J toill be 4 Father to 


<«< you, and ye Hall be my Sons and Daughters *” 


and 7 an the Lord Almighty.” Is it not hence 


that they are perſwaded and affured that it ſhall 
be for ever well with them, as they have the 


Promiſes of eternal Life > Did David tune his 


Harp to Strains of heavenly Joy on this Account 
under the Old Teſtament's darker Adminiſtra- 
tion? und ſhall not we much more? O for the 
Experience of his Divine Reliſh ! that thus from 


an Heart attuned to his we may uſe his Language, 


Prov. xvi. 24. + Cant. iv, 11. 


Heu 


* 
17 
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Hv ſiueet are thy Words unto my Tuſte, ſiuecter 
than Honey to my Mouth *, In another Place the 
ſame inſpired Writer prefers theſe divine Ora- 
cles both to Riches and Pleaſure: more to be de- 
fred, ſays he, are they than Guld; fwreter alſo 
than Honey and the Honey-cormb +. But what is 
all this to a carnal Appetite ? Such a full Soul 
that never ſaw or felt Want, that never hungred 
or thirſted after Righteouſneſs, ſuch a one will 
never reliſh the DoQrines of Grace, the ſpiri- 
tual Food and the Bread of Life that come down 
from Heaven, or give a cordial Welcome to the 
Offers of Salvation, Pardon, and Holinefs! What 
are the Promiſes of the Goſpel to him who 
thinks himſelf rich already, and to have need of 
nothing? What is the Propoſal and Settlement 
of ſpiritual Good to one who can taſte nothing 
beyond fleſhly Accommodations? What are 
eternal Bleffings to him who only looks to the 
Things which are ſeen and temporal? Such a 
Full Soul as this will hathe the Honey-c:mb, that 
Treaſure and Quinteſcence of divine Sweetneſs . 
But as J have often, my dear Children, imparted 
to you what I found pleaſant to my own Soul, and 
fed you chearfully with what was reliſhable to my- 
ſelf, I would now recommend to you the Study | 
of God's Word with the devouteſt Meditation. 


* Pſalm exix. 103, . _. + Plalm xix. 10. 
t Prov. xxvii. 7> x 


M 3 How- 


2 Diſtance; but its Declarations, Commands, 
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However noble and exalted its DoQrines are, 
they cannot ſave you as a Charm, or operate at 


and Promiſes will penetrate, poſſeſs, and raiſe 
you to Heaven by the frequent Contemplation 
of them, and by tracing the Aſſurances of the 
divine Veracity that its Glories are and ſhall be 

yours. Here you will not be in danger of ſur- 
feiting. I may therefore ſay to you, * My Son, 
tat thou Honey, becauſe it is good; and the Honey- 
& comb, which is ſweet to thy tafle ; fo ſhall the 
« Knowledge of Wiſdom be to thy Soul, when thou 
( haſt found ho ” 


ELpesr DauGHTER. 
Wr read in Scripture of eating the Word, Thy 
Mord was found, and I did eat it T. And again it 
is ſaid, As new born Babes defire the ſincere Milk 
of the Word, that ye may grow r. Pray, 
Sir, explain the Metaphor. 


FATHER, 

T HE Reſemblance here is very cloſe and 
ſtriking. Every one knows what it is to defire 
his Food when hungry, to eat it, to reliſh it, 
and be nouriſh'd by it. Thus the Soul, ſenſible 
of its Wants, hungers and thirſts after the great 


* Prov. xxiv. 13,-14. | + Jer. xv. 16. 


4 1 Peter ii. 2, 3. 
Things 


1 Gy. 

Things contained in the Word. Nothing can 
ſatisfy the awakened Sinner but an Intereſt in the 
Righteouſneſs and Grace, the Power and Promiſes 
of Chriſt. Nothing but the divine Perfections 
and invariable Allſufficiency of Jehovah. How. 
happy does ſuch a Sinner eſteem thoſe who can 
honourably lay claim to theſe ? and when he can 
apply the great Things of the Goſpel to himſelf, 
then he eats them indeed. By Faith mingled 
with the Precepts, Promiſes, and Threatnings of 
the Word, he feeds upon them, and they, as 
Food, do him good; they are Health to his Soul. 
He believes that the Scriptures are no cunningly 
deviſed Fables, but Oracles of Truth, and the 
Words of One who is faithful and powerful, 
who will certainly make them good; in fine, that 
they are Words by which he may be ſaved. 
And the Truths of God carry in them a Sweet- 
neſs in proportion to the prior Senſe the Sinner 
had of the Importance and Want of them. They 
are refreſhing as a Director and Guide to the 
Traveller that had loſt his Way upon the dark, 
rocky, dangerous Mountains; falutary as the 
Preſcription of an able Phyſician that can and 
will cure the Patient fick unto Death ; ſweet as 
the Method of obtaining a Pardon to the Male- 
factor condemned; and pleaſant as a cheerful 
Companion to talk with in a Seaſon of Solitude. 
Oh! * Children, ſeek after,. cry for a ſacred 

M 4 Reliſh 
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Reliſh of theſe heavenly Themes | The beſt 
Food is nauſeated by the Man who is under the 
Power of a prevailing Sickneſs. Even a well- 
ſpread Table, which is the Joy of the Healthy 
and Hungry, is the Obje& of the ſick Man's 
Diſtaſte; the Sight is diſagreeable, and the Smell 
cannot be endured. But when you are indeed 
made ſenſible of Sin and Danger, when Guilt 
and Pollution burden the Soul, when at ſuch a 
Time the Goſpel brings the good News of Sal- 
vation, then ou are likely to ta/fe that the Lord 
is gracious, ' When a Sinner hath been ſhudder- 
ing with fear of the Wrath of God Almighty, 
when upon the Brink of the Precipice he hath 
looked over, and turning his Eye with Amaze- 
ment cry'd out, ho can dwell with thoſe de- 
« wviuring Flames, thoſe everlafiing Burnings;“ 
then, I ſay, then, and perhaps never till then, 
the ſuitable and gracious Invitation of the Word 
of Jeſus hath been ſweet as Honey, Came unto 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 
ill give yau reſt *, When the Sinner hath been 
parched with Heat, through the Arrows of the 
Almighty which have entered his Heart, and the 
Poiſen of which has drank up his Spirits, then 
how delightful to hear the Redeemer crying with 
a loud Voice, If any Man thirſt, let him came 
unto me, and drinkÞ+? + #4 
Match. xi. 28. + St. John vii. 37. 
| | | SECOND 
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SECOND SON, 

I $0ME Time ago met with a Piece of Hiney 
comb empty, which I ſuppoſe had been filled by 
the Bees, but was gradually diſcharged of its 
Contents: I laid it up, and it is near at Hand. 
I admired it much, and I thought it a Pity wan- 
tonly to demoliſh ſo curious a Piece of Work · 
manſhip; a Fabrick which it might have puz- 
zled all the rational Artificers of our Globe to 
have erected. J obſerve it is an Hexagon; and 
this, they who are converſant with Mechanicks 
tell us, is a Form that in the ſame Compaſs is 
beſt adapted to take the greateſt Number of 
Cells, with the leaſt Space loſt. Now that every 
Cell ſhould be the ſame, and all adapted to one 
another in ſo exact and regular a way is truly 
wonderful. I am ready to aſk of whom and 
where did they learn ſuch Ingenuity ? No Guide 
or Maſter, fave him who * the various _ 
of Heaven, 


FATHER, 


Tau, Son! and if fo, is not here a con- 


fant Exertion of the divine Wiſdom and Pow- 
er! How immediate the Impreſſion? Methinks 
I can as ſoon imagine that a fine Impreſſion upon 
Sealing-wax, or a Coat of Arms, was ſtampt by 
the rude Fo:t of a Ruſtick, as imagine that the 


Hand of God is not concerned in every Cell 
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chat i is erected. Here let us behold, admire, and 
mene Fu of Deity. | 


I ee wy Children, to be in- 
geniaus, yea, be ambitious to do every thing as 
much as may be to perfection. They don't 
| think it ſufficient to build even in this uniform 
way, but they perform their Work with fingu- 
lar Neatneſs, This puts me in mind of their 
Hebrew Name (Deborah*) which ſeems to be 
derived from a Root which ſignifies a York; or 
to ſpeak the Truth, it almoſt equally ſignifies a 
Mord or Work, Some therefore would have the 
Bae called (Deborah) from that Humming with 
which ſhe plies her Work, eſpecially. at certain 
Seaſons ; but I think the peculiar Elegance of 
Her Work is more remarkable than her chearful 
| Loquacity, and conſequently that ſhe derives her 
Name from that Ingenuity of which the Combs 
are a ſtriking Inſtance. It is the ſame Name by 
which he is called «who judged /frael in the Time 
of Barat; and though a Name of Talkativeneſs 
may well ſuit many of her Sex, yet as no one 
cares for a Name expreſſive of this and nothing 
Elſe, be it remembered e was eminent in ber 
Station both in Merd and Deed. 


Ar 


Bur 
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Bur to proceed to the Works of the Bee. 
When the Cell is built, it is the Buſineſs of ſome 
to go over the Work before it is dry. They 
ſmooth the Surface of every Wall, remove any 
little Rubbiſh that attended the Work, ſee whether 
the Angles are exact, and adjuſt every thing to 
the Neatneſs in which we behold it. The Leflon 
which you ſhould learn hence is to excel in 
every thing laudable, and which is properly your 
Buſineſs. Are any of you Scholars? Acquaint 
yourſelves as much as may be with all Sorts of 
Learning. Every Branch of Literature that you 
enter upon-endeavour to ſearch to the Bottom, 
and make yourſelves Maſters of it, eſpecially of 
thoſe Parts which peculiarly relate to your Em- 
ploy. And others of you, whether Sons or 
Daughters, be gloriouſly diſſatisfied with ordi- 
nary Attainments. Thus by exerting your ra- 
tional Powers in order to excel you will come 
to be more uſeful in your Places, you will be 
more acceptable to thoſe you have Connections 
with, and improve thoſe Talents with which 
Providence hath favour'd you. But amidſt all 
your Ambition to excel dread to fall beneath 
that which is the Prerogative of a rational; and 
the Character of a happy Creature, even to aim 
at the Glory of God in all, 


ELvesT 
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\ Elves DAUGHTER. 
| Dow: many a one is ingenious, and yet is nei - 
ther uſeful or agreeable ; neither a Friend to him 
ſelf, or thoſe about him. | 


——— | 

No doubt but Diligence muſt go doin with 
y ; and without this the Bees would 
make no better a Figure among the Inſects 
than their Neighbours. But of this they are an 
uncommon, not to ſay en unequall'd Example. 
Go to the Bee, if thou art a Sluggard, and con- 
fider her indefatigable Labours. They tell us 
that the Parent Bees ſoon inure their young ones 
to work, and that they are obſequious to the pa- 
rental Controul. When the Infant- Bees come 
out of their Cells where they were bred, they, 
nke Children, flutter about with Gaiety ; they 
friſk here and there as if made only for play; 
nay, by their youthful Impertinencies, they break 
in upon their Elders, and incommode them in 
their Work. The Seniors prudently indulge 
them, or overlook their Folly for a ſmall Seaſon, 
but won't bear long; for in a few Days they 
Humble them down perhaps with Correction, and 
ſet them to work, and the young Scholars ſoon 
accommodate themſelves to the Will of their 
Governors, and begin to labour. Firſt they are 

employed upon rer Works, and, like other 
p 2 | common 


Bm... ? 
common Day-labourers, attemper the Cement, 
and ſerve the more ingenious Builders til} they 
have learned themſelves, and gradually enter 
upon more delicate Services. This is the Ac- 
count that has been given of the Bees, and that 
they are peculiarly induſtrious afterwards is ap- 
parent to every Eye that ſurveys them. How 
ſoon do they venture out when the Winter Sea- 
fon is gone, even while they are in danger of 
bechilling their tender Conſtitutions, . and be- 
numbing their feeble Limbs ? If the Rays of the 
Sun have not as yet ſufficiently concocted the 
ſpringing Herbs and opening Flowers, ſo as that 
they may extract Haney, yet they gather ſome- 
thing which is needful for their Subſiſtence. But 
their Diligence apparently improves with the 
Spring and Summer. When Storms atiſe and 
Rains fall, and oblige them to keep at home, 
how eagerly do they watch the Weather, fo as 
to be upon the Wing directly when the Seaſon 
will permit ! And as Nature hath provided them 
with proper Implements with which to work, 
they do not bear them in vain. 


ELDesr DaucuTER.. 1 
I AM impatient to know what are thoſe Im- 
plements. . | 


Far. 


( 374 ) 
t FarhER. 
As much of what they want lies upon the 
Superficies of the Flowers, they are provided with 
Paws, at the End of which are formed little 
Sickles, I think two upon each, and with theſe 
they dextrouſly ſcrape together the fine Particles 
they collect. And that theſe fine Inſtrumeats 
may not be incommoded or blunted, or entang'e 
them in their Walk, they tell us that they are 
wrapt up, when they are not employed, with 
little Balls of Spunge. With theſe and their 
Trunks mentioned before, ſo well adapted to the 
ſcooping of the Inſide of Flowers, they _—_—_ 
Jouſly exerciſe their Diligence. 88 


IN building! their Cells they nao: Indefati- 
gable, that ſome ſay they are able to erect a Set 
of Combs in 24 Hours fit to entertain no leſs 
than 3000 Bees. Indeed they are never idle. 
When there is but little to be got that can add 

to their Store they do what they can. But 
when the Honey Dews fall, which ſeem to be 

Honey half made, how unremitting and buſy is 

their Induſtry ? They do not give themſelves that 
Repoſe by Night which they before allowed 

themſelves; and thoſe Gentlemen, who have by 

Stilliards poiſed their Hives before and after ſuch 
Seaſone, give amazing Accounts of their In- 

creaſe of Weight in a few Days. 


HERE, 


(op) _ | 
Hanz, my Children, let me make a Pauſe, 
not barely to admire the Activity of theſe little = 
Creatures, but more eſpecially to excite you to 
a proportional Emulation. O what are your In- 
centives to Diligence! You have Sul; to labour 
for, which are ineftimable in their Nature, im- 
mortal in their Duration, and Heirs of incon- 
ceivable Joys or Sorrows. How diligent ought 
each of you to be to eſcape what is ruinous and 
deſtructive, more eſpecially what is ſo to the 
Soul, and what will plunge it in total and irre- 
parable Perdition. O my Children, what will 
excite to active Induftry, if Heaven and all its 
Glories, its Honours, Pleaſures, and Beauties, its 
Perfection of Light, Liberty, and Holineſs will 


not do it? eſpecially conſidering that the Fruit of 
our Induſtry in working ont of our Salvation is 
not for a few Days or Years, but for the inter- 
minable Duration of everlaſting Ages. The Bee 
gathers Honey not for (itſelf, but for Man his 
Lord; but if we are wiſe, we ſhall be wiſe for 
ourſelves, and gather Fruit unto eternal Life. — 
So He has appointed toe has connected Holineſs 
and Hoppineſs- together as clofe as the Root and 
the Branch, or the Fountain and the Stream that 
iſſues from it. Does ſpiritual Sloth then at any 
Time creep on you? Does the Sun- ſhine of car- 
nal Proſperity enervate your practical Powers, and 
incline you to flumber ? Stir up yourſelves ſpee - 

dily, 


1 
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ily, cry for quickning Grace, yea, and ſhame 
_ yourſelves out of your Torpor, by obſerving the 
Vigor of the Men of the World in the Purſuit 
of their _ Vanities, their Uncertainties, their 
Things of nought, Things which cannot pro- 
fit them. If no Pains are thought-too much by 
the Merchant and Mariner while plowing the 
foaming Seas, and viſiting foreign Suns and their 
intemperate Climates ; if no Pains are thought 
too much by the Soldier while expoſed to all the 
Hardſhips and dreadful Dangers of the Field, 
and by thoſe in common and inferior Life to 
procure a low Maintainance, or to add to thei 

little Stock of wofldly Goods, to enable the 
to make a more ſhining Figure among their Fel- 
low Worms, or to ſubſiſt and ſurfeit upon the 
Sweets of Life hereafter in the Winter of old 
Age, ſhall not we as Chriſtians be much more 
vigorous, when the Prize for which we run is Sal- 
vation, with eternal Glory, the Joys of Angels, 
and the Pleaſures which grow eternally on the 
Tree of Life in the Midſt of the Paradiſe of 
God? Oh! my dear Hopes and Cares, be not 
ſlothful in your worldly Buſineſs, but in the Places, 
the Stations and the Buſineſſes to which you are 
allotted, therein abide with God. Fill up your 
Relations for his Honour and the Welfare of your 
Fellow-Immortals. While you are young, and 
have a Talent intruſted to you by God and my- 
el 


N 
ſelf, endeavour by Induſtry to add to your Stock,“ 
that you may be more extenſively uſeful in your” 
Day, remembring what Scl:mon ſays, Segſi thou 
a Man diligent in his Buſineſs, he ſhall ſtand be- 
fore Kings, and not before. mean Men. Eſpe- 
cially be diligent 'in thoſe Things which imme- 
diately relate to the Glory of Him to whom you 
owe your All, and where that Intereſt of yours 
is concerned which will abide for ever. If the 
Trifles of Senſe interpoſe, ſay, .I am doing a 
« great Work, why ſhould the Witt ceaſe while I 
&« Jeave it and come down to you ?” If Tempta- 
tions to Negligence ariſe from many ſuppoſed 
Days to come, anſwer with our Lord, 7 muſt 
&« work the Work of him that ſent me while it is 
« Day, fer the Night cometh in which no Man can 
© work.” Act Faith upon the Eye of him who 
appointed you your Work, and directed you how 
todo it. Recolle& moſt ſeriouſly and frequently | 
that he ever obſerves you now, and will judge 
you hereafter. If you are vigorous and conſtant 
in proportion to thefe Conſiderations, what Man- 
ner of Perſons will you be And ſince you look for 
theſe Things, be diligent that you may be found of 
him in Peace without Spot and Blemiſh. Yea, I 
exhort you in the Apoſtle's Words, Give Di- 
« ligence for the attaining of a full Aſſurance of 
« Hope to the End, that you. be not flothful, but 


- prov. xxii. 29. 
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«© Followers of them who - through Faith and Pg. 
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« rence inherit the Promiſes ; Eſpecially as a 


wintry Seaſon of Afflictions and old Age is ap- 


proaching, which will benumb your and 


hnally ſeal up all in Death, 


| SxconD Son. 
SIR, we are much obliged to you for draw- 
ing forth the Inſtruction given us by the Irra- 
tionals, and preſſing this moſt neceſſary Article 


of Chriſtian Diligence, Nothing can be more 


evident than the Effects of Diligence in this lit- 
tle Commonwealth of Bees ; hence they derive 
their Proſperity, And nothing can be more ap- 
parent than the ſad Effects of natural and ſpiri- 
tual Sloth in this World. Drowzineſs cloaths a 
Man with Rags, both Body and Soul. He 
« orows poor for this World and another, that 


* dealeth with a flack Hand, but the Hand of the 


«© Diligent maketh rich.” If any more Obſerva- 
tions occur to your Thoughts on this Head we 


ſhall be thankful to hear them. 


| | FATHER, 
TIF our Time would permit I have ſomething 
more to add, but you hear we are called away, 
and therefore muſt leave theſe RY. Inſtructors 
for the preſent. | 

* Heb, vi. 11. 1 


— 


The 


The N ;nth 8 


'$xcond Sox. 
Es the Showers are gone, and the 


7 N Clouds which lately lowered around 
us have reſigned their Reins of 
We Government to the golden Beams 
of Day, I would humbly requeſt, 
Sir, that you would favour- us with another 
Walk into the Garden, The Weather pro. 
miſes us Delight, and from another Source I ex- 
pect yet greater Satisfaction, as you had not 
Time to finiſh what you began. i I may eſti- 
mate the Sentiments of others from my own, 
we parted with Reluctance before, and ſhall 
come together now with a pleaſing ExpeQation of 
hearing ſomething more of that Tribe of Inſects, 
which has been the Wonder and Delight of inqui- 
ſitive Philoſophers, and from whoſe Manners you 
have derived to us ſo many Points of ſolid loftruc- 
tion and weighty Exhortation, 


N22 FATHER. 
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FATHER, 

IAM ready to adjourn as you propoſe, and 
immediately to begin where J left off a few Days 
ago. What I intended next to have dwelt upon 
was the Harmony which is apparent among the 
Bees, and their mutual Readineſs to help in the 
Courſe of their Labour. This, no doubt, tends 
with other Things to their Proſperity. They 
who have favoured the World with their Obſer- 
vations on this Subject tell us that when they 
come home laden with Materials for building, 
they are no ſooner arrived but others of their 
Brethren are ready to diſburthen them, and con- 
deſcend to bruſh their Friends Feet for them. 
The Carriers go out again, while they who are 
left at home take the Materials, and knead the 
little Balls over and over; and thus of various 
Colours, and various Conſiſtences too, they 
make one uniform Maſs fit for building. Such 
is the Harmony which reigns to advance the 
publick Works, and add to the common Stores; 
and others who are not immediately employ d 
attend them with their good Offices; particu- 
larly, while ſome are deeply engaged in carry- 
ing on the Building, others come and bring them 
Food, that the Work may proceed, and the 
Operators may not want in the mean Time. It 
ſeems one don't ſcruple to finiſh what another 
has begun, Perhaps ſome may have a better 

6 Hage 
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Hand at poliſhing, or elſe, according to an eſta- 
bliſh'd Rule, it may be. their allotted Employ- 
ments that Day to poliſh and do nothing elſe: 
accordingly. with their Mouths. and Paws they 
ſmooth over the Walls, and then draw over them 
the Extremity of their Bodies, to compreſs every 
thing in its proper Place. And if you, - my dear 
Children, may indeed learn Harmony from theſe 
comparatively deſpicable Inſects, how ſhall I as 
a Father and you as Brethren rejoice ? We are 
all made for Society, and there is a loud Call for 
Harmony. Are you engaged with others in 
Buſineſſes civil or religious? Act your Part faith- 
fully for the Good of the Whole. - Be ready to 
bear your Share of the Burden, and, ſhould there 
be occaſion, participate of the Burden of others, 
if there ſhould be a Failure on their Side, either 
through Negligence or Moroſeneſs. Conſult 
with them freely. Let not Pride or Indolence 
make you ſtifly maintain the Barriers of your 
own Province, and indulge no ill-natur'd Jea- 
louſies as if afraid of doing too much for your 
Brother or the Publick; but think it your Ho- 
nour and Privilege, if you have a greater Capa- 
city, and are enabled to exert yourſelves with 
more Vigor or Influence than others, for every 
Thing of this kind is a Talent, and muſt not be 
hid or ſuffered to ruſt, Without a Harmony in 
its Powers, what would the human Animal Oeco- 
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nomy be? The Body without it cannot exiſt, 
cannot exert itſelf, much leſs can thete be the 
Enjoyment of Health. The Solids and Fluids 
muſt harmoniouſly at, When the Arteries 
have diſperſed the Blood through the Whole, the 
Veins muſt bring it back again regularly to the 
Fountain. If the Veins throw in too faſt upon the 
Heart, it may be drowned ; and on the contrary, 
if there is not Work for the Heart to do, it may 
ſand ſtill and move no more. If the Feet will 
not ſtir to fetch the Feod, or the Hand will not 
labour for it, if the Grinders will not macerate 
it, or the Stomach digeſt it, or the LaQeals re- 
- Ceive it, or the Lymphaticks moiſten it, or if 
any one Part refuſe to perform its Office, the 
Perſon dies either by Inanition or Repletion. 
Again, if every Part hath not its proper Propor- 
tion of Nouriſhment in the general Diſtribution 
of Food from the Stomach, or rather of Blood 
from the Heart, the Conſequence muſt be, that 
the Part not ſupplied will be emaciated. If it is 
an Hand, it will not be able to labour; if a 
Foot, the whole Body will be lame; if the Head 
or any of the Vitals, a ſudden Death, or Phrenzy, 
or Melancholy, or ſomething very grievous, muſt 
be the Copſequence. Nor is this Argument 
ever ſtronger than when a Father uſes it to his 


Children; and if near Relation, fraternal Aﬀec- 


tion and Union of Intereſts, do not operate to 
- promote 
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promote Harmony, what will, what can produce 
it!? Eſpecially let the Children of God (and 1 
hope you are ſuch) cultivate Harmony, as begot- 
ten by the ſame Grace, animated by the ſame 
Spirit, the Diſciples of the ſame Jeſus, and haſt- 
ing to the ſame Country, which is a Land of 
perfect and eternal Love and Harmony. Me- 
thinks Chriſtians ſhould ever love as Brethren, 
and join Heart and Hand to promote their Lord's 
Kingdom. Methinks there ſhould be no Con- 
tention among them, but who ſhould love Chriſt 
and one another moſt. O that whatever breaks 
in upon Chriſtian Harmony was baniſhed for 
ever from every pious Breaſt, and from the whole 
Church of Chriſt! O that Humility, Meekneſs, 
and mutual Affection, expelling Self- love, jarring 
Intereſts, Envy, Malice, and Uncharitableneſs, 
were the predominant and the ſole Aim of thoſe 
Hearts that are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, or in 
Profeſſion make up the Body of our divine Im- 
manuel. O that the Church under the Goſpel 
might be of one Heart and one Soul, and ſo 
might preſent to view on Earth a lively Emblem 
of Heaven! 


Near akin to this Harmony is that Publick- 
ſpiritedneſs which is ſo remarkable among the 
Bees. The Riches of the whole Commonwealth 


are the Riches of Individuals. This numerous 
N 4 Repub- 


, : 
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Republick is all ne Family, Here is no perſonal 
Avarice, nor. conſequent Robbery committed on 
a neighbouring Cell, to hide its ſweet Contents 
in their own, Neither are there any unnatural 
Combinations, ſo that this Comb or this Set of 
Combs ſhould draw out their Forces to fight their 
Fellow-Bees. No Wars are here declared on 
this Account; there are no Acts of royal Autho- 
rity to reſtrain or puniſh Theft or Diſobedience, 
or a narrow-ſpirited Diſreſpect to the publick 
Weal. Here every one looks upon himſelf as 
the Servant of the Publick, and every one's daily 
Labour is employ'd for the general Good, Let 
ſelf-intereſted Miniſters of State come hither, 
and learn, and having learnt, reform. Let others 
look into theſe Colonies and bluſh at their own 
contrary Behaviour, Wretched Members of So- 
ciety, to grow rich at the Expence of the Pub- 
lick ! to glut themſelves with the Treaſures of 
their Country ! Unhappy that Nation that hath 
ſuch at the Helm, who are Patriots in Name, 
but Savages in their Diſpoſition. Such will loud- 
ly exclaim againſt Bribery and Corruption, Places 
and Penſions, that they may more artfully plun- 
der, and under Diſguiſe fill the Places of Profit 
and Truſt with their own Creatures, and thus 
raiſe their Families, I conſider them as mon- 
ſtrous Wens on the Body Politick, which draw 
too much of the roſea! Juices to themſelves, 
X | and 
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and are at the ſame Time a dead Weight upon 
the Whole, and ought to be extirpated. But I 
feel myſelf grow warm, and therefore check my- 
ſelf, though, if I miſtake not, it is on a proper 
Occaſion, and from an honeſt Reſentment. I 
would only add, that there are no Bees which 
load themſelves with Superfluities, while others 
are left deſtitute of Neceſſaries; nor are there 
any who, having already more Honey than they 
can eat through the Winter, are racking their 
Invention to get more; nor are there any who, 

through exceſſive Care, Fatigue, and Vexation, 
cannot enjoy the preſent Stores, in their Eager- 
neſs to procure more. Such Abſurdities (the 
Badges of our inverted or abuſed Rationality) 
are peculiar to the human Species, who value 
themſelves upon their Wiſdom, and yet make a 
Prey of the inoffenſive and uſeful Members of 


Society. 


| SECOND SON, 

I TaAaNK you, dear Sir, for introducing us 
into this moſt agreeable School. How pleaſing 
the Leſſons we hear? how ſilently taught? yet 
how ſtrongly iaculcated ? and how profitable, if 
properly attended to? How vocal is all Nature 
with its Creator's Praiſe ! and how clear and in- 
tereſting the Inſtructions which ſhine forth to 


Man from all his various Works ! Methinks our 
preſent 


61186) 

preſent Employment, though humble, while we 
are thus looking into a Bee-hive, is more uſeful 
than gazing upon the Stars themſelves, though 
we could call them all by Name, if we went no 
farther than Speculation, I know, Sir, your in- 
variable Aim is to make us better Men and Wo- 
men, and more uſeful to Society, and to lead 
us into all thoſe Paths which are right in them- 
ſelves and comfortable to ourſelves, and in theſe 
Points I hope we ſhall go out of the Garden 
wiſer and better than we entered. Is there any 
Thing elfe, Sir, that you would kindly remark to 
us from theſe little Creatures ? 


FATRER. 

Yes; I ſhould think myſelf greatly wanting 
if I omitted the Frugality of the Bees. They 
waſte nothing, and with Care lay by and lay up 
every Thing which they have no Occaſion for at 
preſcnt, but which may be profitable hereafter. 
They who have obſerved them with cloſe Atten- 
tion aſſure us that in the Winter when they are 
to open a Cell of Honey by tak ing off its waxen 
Head, they don't throw it away, but carefully 
bear it to the Magazine of the Publick. And 
when young Bees free themſelves from their 
Places of Cunfinement, the old Bees come and 
ſurvey the Spot, repair the Ledge which was da- 
maged, and then carry the Remains to the 8 

ra 
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ral Repoſitory. This Doctrine of Frugality is 
very important to all, eſpecially to you, my dear 
young ones. It is not the Hand of the Diligent 

which will make rich, unleſs Ozconomy lend her 
daily Hand with Indaſiry. Though you gained 
a thouſand Times more than you do, yet if your 
Expences are in the ſame Proportion, no one 
will pronounce you a Gainer. I do not plead 
for a contracted, ſelfiſh Temper, and would be 
far from perſuading you to be covetous and ſur- 
did; but what I mean is, do not ſpend cauſe- 
leſly, or to the utmoſt, if it may be avoided. [I 
would not have you anxious for Futurity ; but 
remember you live in a World full of Changes, 
and that God has furniſhed us with Powers of 
Proſpect above the Brute. If you have an Op- 
portunity of increaſing your Subſtance now, this 
will not continue always; and as there may be 
an End put to your Gains, ſo the Expences of 
a Family may be neceſſarily increaſed by unſore- 
ſeen diſaſtrous Providences. If it ſhould be fo, 
what will be the Conſequence ? You will find it 
hard to abridge yourſelf in Apparel or Diet; and 
the Practice of thoſe who are* your Intimates 
will urge you on to Expences. Thus you will 
find your Finances difordered, your Circumſtan- 
ces will not anſwer the former Calls, and the 
End will be that you are ſtraitned for adequate 
Supplies, and the Difficulty will fill your Heads 


and 
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and Hearts with corroding Care. The Devil 
and a bad Heart will beſet you with Tempta- 
tions, and it is juſt-in God to permit you to be 
entangled by thoſe Snares which you, in ſome 


Degree, prepared for yourſelves by a fooliſh, 


thoughtleſs, and preſumptuous Conduct. Per- 
haps by and by you are not able to render to all 
their Dues; you bring a Blot upon your Repu- 
tation, ydur Family, and upon Religion; and it 
may be, ſpend your remaining melancholy Days 
in tke Obſcurity and Wretchedneſs of a loath- 
ſome Prifon. Perhaps you may think I am car- 
rying the Matter too far; but I aſſure you I am 
ſpeaking Facts, the Truth of which Thouſands, 
were they here, might teſtify with a mournful 
Emphaſis. They have been led Step by Step to 
thoſe Things, which if they had had hinted to 
them before, they would have replied to as 
Hazael did to the Prophet, 1s thy Servant a 
Dog that he ſhould do this Thing *? O the Fa- 
milies that have been ruined for want of Fru- 
gality ! 


| ELDEST SON. 
Your Hints are rational, kind, and uſeful. 
Young as I am I ſee the Propriety of your Cau- 
tion, Indeed I ſee it in the ſtronger Light, as 


we. have lately had a moſt melancholy Inſtance 


* 2 Kings, viii. 13, 


of 
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of what you have been ſpeaking of in the Ship- 
wreck of a Family which I am told lived for- 
merly in great Affluence, but, thoughtleſsly dri- 
ving upon this Rock, they were deſh'd in Pieces. 
What a Gloom was there upon the Countenance 
of every Member of it, when Payment was 
ſtopt, and Bankruptcy commenced ? Parents and 
Children were ſcatter'd! Some commiſerated, and 
ſome blamed ! ſome ſurvey'd them with a gene- 
rous Eye of Pity, and others with an Eye of Re- 
ſentment! and perhaps ſome of thoſe were as 
ready as any to blame, who had often partook 
of their Dainties, and been regaled with the 
Overflowings of their Cup. Some Hands were 
tenderly ftretch'd out to relieve, others with a 
Frown refuſed. One young Gentleman, who a 
little while ago imagined he was Heir to an 
Eftate, ventui'd upon all the Dangers of the 
Sea, and the Inclemencies of Foreign Climates, 
becauſe he could not look his Friends in the 
Face as in Times paſt. Another was placed out 
by the Bounty of Friends, as an Apprentice to a 
mean Trade, One young Lady, remarkably ho- 
nourable and modeſt, ſubmitted. to be a Servant 
in a Family where ſhe had been an admired 
Gueſt, and to wait in that very Parlour, and at 
that very Table, where ſhe was wont to be ſplen- _ 
didly entertained., But alas !. another Daughter, 
n to ſpeak of I) beautiful and haughty, 
proſti- 
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proſtituted her Virtue, her Charms, and her Ho- 
nour, to a Gentleman for this low and momen- 
tary Gratification, to have the Command of a 
gilded Equipage and a Train of Servants. With 
regard to the youngeſt Branches their ſilken 
Finery gradually frittered into Rags z only ſome 
remaining Delicacies in their Countenances and 
. Behaviour diſcovered that they were born above 
the common Level. All this while the Breaſts 
of their Parents were rack'd and toſs'd with al- 
ter nate Paſſions, and felt the ſharp Stings of their 
Folly. If their former Intimates appeared they 
were aſhamed ; if their Children, they were 
grieved ; if their Creditors, ſilent Tears pre- 
venting a clamorous Demand ſometimes were 
their ny Anſwer, 


Ox he cther Hand, we all know in a worthy 
Friend of ours the Power of the contrary Vir- 
tue under Providence, and the Bleſſing which 
' ſometimes attends the Frugal. I need not men- 
tion his Name. I don't remember indeed (it is 
impoſſible I ſhould) the Beginning of his Pro- 
ſperity, but have heard many wiſe Perſons re- 
mark what a Mixture of ſaving and giving ran 
through his Conduct. According to his little 
Ability he was ready to entertain his Friends, 
yet mote ready to give to the Poor, and to every 


pious Ufe, but to himſelf he allowed little be- 
yond 
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yond Neceſſaries. As Providence proſper 4 him, 
he was very cautious how he improved the Pro- 
viſion of his Table, or the Clothes he wore, or 
the Furniture of his Houſe, Here he was like a 
Perſon aſcending a ſteep Hill. But neither the 
Sounding of his Bowels, nor the Relief of his 
Hands were reſtrained from the Poor. Gradu- 
ally he ſhone out, but it was like the Sun with 
the Veil of a modeſt Cloud over it, and as he 
received plentifully, ſo he gave plentifully. Thus 
his advanced Age is peculiarly honourable ; he 
has every Thing to make Life comſortable; the 
Glare of Greatneſs and the Pomp which com- 
monly attends the Increaſe of Riches he always 
avoided; and the Saving of this Expence was a 
Fund for his extenſive Charity. Few that are 
proper Objects go from him empty-handed. He 
hath met with Loſſes, but by his frugal Manage- 
ment he was prepared for them, and beforehand 
with them, ſo that they did not hurt or diſturb 
him. His Children too are educated upon the 
ſame judicious Plan, though their Circumſtances 
are much more caſy and affluent. 


FATHER. 


Son, I thank you, and rejoice in that Wiſdom 
which God hath given you, and that my former 
Lectutes on this Head have entered ſo deep into 
your Mind. I truſt you will act agreeably hece- 

| to 
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to in future Life, as I ſee with Pleaſure the Prin- 


ciples which I have endeavour'd to ſow in Jour 


Mind, ſo agreeably ſhoot forth, in your judicious 
Obſervations on the Occurrences around you. 


ED EST DAucRTER. 

Six, you are ſo intent upon this important 
Advice that you do not regard other Things; 
and I did not care to break in upon yqur Theme, 
otherwiſe I might have informed you that for 
2 conſiderable Time the Bees have been pouring 
into their Hives with an Eagerneſs that I have 
not ſeen before. At other Times I obſerved 
that there were always ſome going and ſome re- 
turning, but now (ſee!) they ruſh in by Mul- 
titudes, and none venture abroad. What ſhould 
be the Meaning of this odd Appearance? 1 am 


impatient to . 


3 - FATHER. ene 
A STORM is then approaching. The Author 
of Nature in the Inſtinct infuſed into theſe lit: 
tle Creatures has, by a Sort of Inſpiration, given 
them Underſtanding. You ſee - yourſelves the 
Clouds gather and grow thick, and I am ſatisfied 
they will diſcharge themſelves ſoon. Let us 
therefore adjourn to that Alcov-, where we alſo 
may find a Shelter. It is well it is ſo near; 
make haſte ; it begins to rain already. 


ELDEST 


OC 

'Erpesr DARK. 

Turs ſurprizes me indeed ! I am glad the lit- 
| tle Family (or rather the large Family of little 
ones) is ſafe. I don't ſee how they could have 
ſupported under ſuch a Weight. Many of theſe 
Drops are ſufficient, one would think, to ſtrike 
down a Bee, and almoſt drown it when fallen. 
Pray, Sir, unravel this Myſtery, They certainly 
knew of the Shower before we did. But how? 


FATHER, 3 

Ixsrixcr being an immediate Impreſſion (as 
far as we know) from the great Former of the 
Brute Creation, is far beyond our Reach. It 
ſeems to act as certainly, invariably, and effec- 
tually, as Attraction and Gravity upon inſenſible 
and dead Matter. Animals act but know it not; 
they act, yet not out of Choice. But there is 
this Difference, that one Creature is endowed 


with this ſort of Inſtinct, and another with ano- 


ther; and that this Difference is adapted to the 
various Powers with which they are furniſhed, 
or the various Stations in which they are placed, 
or the various Methods by which they are to 
live, is moſt apparent; which ſhews it the more 
indiſputably to be the Work of God, They 
have all that Knowledge which is ſufficient for 
the perpetual, uniaterrupted Continuance of their 
Species, and the general Preſervation of Indivi- 
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duals, Where their Inſtinct is deſigned to ope- 


rate, it many times exceeds Reaſon in Man; but 
in every other Reſpect, or take them out of 
their own Sphere, even. thoſe whoſe Penetration 


and Sagacity are moſt remarkable, are very Ideots. 
To apply it to the Caſe in hand, they who are 
feeble and defencelefs are taught, upon Danger 
being near, upon a Storm approaching, to retire 
to a Place of Safety, Thus you haye ſeen the 
tender Lambs haſten to the Hedges or Holes on 
ſuch Occaſions ; ſo Chickens will run to the 
ſheltering Wings of the Mother, and. ſhe as 
readi ly ſpreads abroad. thoſe Wings to protect 
them; yea, the Hen ſhall ſee the Hawk ſoaring 
aloft in the Air before our Eyes can diſcover it, 
and give the alarming Chuck, and the young 
Brood ſhall underſtand the affeQionate Intima- 
tion, and fly for Refuge. With what Anxiety 


does the Hen keep her Eye upon their Enemy 


while he fails round and round over their Heads, 
and will not n. her dear Charge till all is 
lafe ! 


Sho ſoon! would the foft Wiags of the Bee 
"be fatally: drench'd if ſpread abroad in a rainy 
Seaſon, and ſo loſe their Elaſticity ? The imme- 
diate Conſequence of this would be, ſhe muſt 
fall to the Ground to riſe no more, but bs una- 


voidably the Prey of Birds or Vermin. But after 
their 


(. 29s ] 


their Example, I would intreat and chatge yd 


to act from a Principle of Reaſon and Grace the 
ſame Part that theſe Bees do. Learn in every 


Seaſon of Danger from within and from without 


to take Shelter in that Object who is ſuitable and 
ſufficient for your Defence; and this is only by 
making the Nit High your Habitation, There 
are Enemies confederate againſt you who are 
daily plotting your Deſtruction. Now what is 
to be done but firſt to ſecure him who is Omni» 
potent to be your Friend; and then to act to him 
as ſuch ? Let the Lord be never fo excellent in 
himſelf, what Defence or Comfort can you find 
in him if he either is not your own or not ap- 
plied to? Remember, it will yield you poor Sa- 
tisfaction to fly to a Stranger. In ſuch a Caſe 
the moſt that the bewilder'd, trembling Soul can 
ſay is, Who knows but he may be gracious ! But 
for Conſcience to tell us he is become our Enemy, 


and is not reconciled, muſt be inexpreſſibly dread- 


ful. To be told that his Wrath is kindled, and 
that we have made ourſelves Stubble, that we 
have broken the Divine Law, and that this Law 
denounces and hangs out its Curſe, that God is 
the ſtrong and faithful-Guardian of his injured 
Law, and the Avenger of his violated Covenant; 
that if his Wrath is kindled but 4 little, it is 
ſufficient to burn up a World of Sinners ; ſuch 
Reflections as theſe may cauſe the Sinner in Diſ- 
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treſs not to think of God, or to fly from him 3 
for every Thought of the Moſt High thus con- 
ſidered, muſt be fo far from affording a Balm to 
the Diſtreſſes of the Soul, that they muſt on the 
other Hand exaſperate them. It is neceſſ. ry 
therefore to ſecure the Favour of this omnipo- 
tent Support, to fly to the Redeemer and his 
Righteouſneſs, his atoning Sacrifice, and preva- 
| lent Advocateſhip, and through him to the Pro- 

miſes of the Goſpel and to the Covenant of 
Grace, to be in good Earneſt in the Surrender 
of ourſelves to him, and to walk continually as 
his People. When a poor Sinner does this, he 
may hope that God, even his own God, wilt 
| bleſs him, that he will never leave him nor for- 
ſake him, that he will be with him in Trouble, 
and ſuccour him. And how comfortable is it 
that the Lord is pleaſed to encourage his People 
to do that which is ſo much their Privilege? Or 
in the expreſs Words of Scripture, # make cur 
Refuge in the Shadow of his Wings, until the Ca- 
lamities be ouerpaſt *. Methinks it is a Metaphor 
taken from the Fowls opening their Wings to 
receive and protect their young Brood. In ſuch 
familiar tender Language does the Lord expreſs 
his Care for the Safety and Encouragement of 
his People in Diſtreſs | Again, he ſays, Come my 


n enter into thy Chambers, and ſhut thy Doors 


* Pſalm Iii. I, 8 
2 abeut 
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about thee, and hide thyſelf till the Indignation be 
overpaft*, In this hiding Place has many an 
Heir of Glory found himſelf ſafe. Here has he 
ſat and ſang for Joy, Though a Hot ſhall encamp 
againſt me, my Heart ſhall not fear ; though War 
riſe againſt me, in this will I be confident. For in 
the Time of Trouble be ſhall hide me in his Pavi- 
lion; in the Secret of his Tabernacle ſhall he hide 
me, be ſhall ſet me upon a Rock, And now ſhall 
my Head be lifted up above my Enemies round about 
me; therefore will I offer up Sacrifices of Jay; 1 
will Jing, yea, I will ſing Praiſes unto the Lord t. 


I can fates diſmiſs the Conduct of the Bees 
without mentioning one Circumſtance more, 
though the Fact I am not abſolutely certain of, 
but it is commenly ſaid, that the Bees in a windy 
Seaſon pick up very ſmall Gravel and carry the 
little Weights in their Feet that they may poiſe 
themſelves, and thus be prevented from being 
blown away t. If this is fo, it is another In- 

| ſtance 


* [ſaiah xxvi. 20. + Pſalm xxvil. 3. 5, 6. 


t VIS oi in his fourth Georgic takes notice of 
this Circumſtance, 


——t ſæpe Lapillos, 
Ut Cymbæ inſtabiles Fluctũ jactante Saburram 
Tollunt : his ſeſe per inania nubila librant. 


Georg. iv. L. 194- 
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tance of wondrous. Inftin&, and may ſerve to 
give us an Intimation of what we ſhould do in 
Seaſons of peculiar Danger froni the Changes in 
Life. When our Condition is: remarkably al- 
tered this way or that, how neceſſary, how de- 
ſirable is it to have our Hearts fixed? And 
happy they who have ſuth Meaſures of Divine 
Grace afforded that their Souls are eſtabliſhed, 
ſtrengthned, and ſettled amidſt the Viciſſitudes of 
Time! 


For Inſtance, are Afflictions laid upon us? 
Or are they approaching as an armed Man ? 
And are our Hearts ready hereupon to meditate 
Terror? Do we enquire with Conſternation how 
we ſhall ſtand in a Day of Adverſity, whence 
we ſhall derive Support, how we ſhall behave as 
becomes wiſe Men and Chriflians, weather the 
Storm, and keep our Feet ſteady and our Heads 
above Water in the Swellings of Jordan? Sure 
it becomes us to take a proper Methid of getting 
a Fixcdnrſs of Temper. Let vs ſee to it that our 
Souls are hous'd in Chriſt, in the Covenant of 
Grace, and intereſted in its precious Promiſes 


And as when empty Barks on Billows float, 
With ſandy Ballaſt Sailors trim the Boat; 
So Bees bear Gravel Stones, whoſe poiſing Weight 
bteers throꝰ the whiſtling Winds their ſteddy Flight, 
| Dx DEN, 
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through Jeſus Chriſt, and with the moſt folici- 
tous Ardour take pains to clear up our Title, to 
Heaven. © When this is done, inferior Directions 
adapted to the Quality and Degree of our Trial 
will de proper, and may be more eaſily followed. 
Let us often, eſpecially upon particular Occa- 


ſi lotis, renew our Covenant, let us afreſh caſt 


ourſelves upon him as God our covenant-God, 


and confide in his paternal Care. Let us call to 


mind God's Government of the World, how 


conſtantly he attends to and over-rules all 
Events, and that nothing can befall us without 
his Permiffion. Let us recognize that unerring 
Miſam which effects its infinite Schemes with- 
out a Flaw or a Blot, and that Go:dneſi to his 
People whom he calls, though unworthy, the 
Apple of bis Eye and his peculiar Treaſure. Let 
us believe that as à Father pities his Children, 
ſo the Lord pities them that fear him; let us 
remember alſo his former loving Kindneſs to us 
and others of his People in our reſpective Diffi- 
culties, when he ſupported, ſupplied, and de- 
livered beyond all Expectation. Let us read fre- 
quently thoſe Promiſes which like Stars gild the 
ſacred Pages, that through Patience and Com- 


fort of the Scriptures we may have Hope, and 


let us endeavour to reply to the Promiſes of the 
Covenant in correſpondent Language of Afſur- 
F | Os ance, 
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ance, faying, « cc He will never leave me comfert- 
tefs, but will and to mes. « When I paſs - 
through the Water be will be with me, and through 
the Rivers they ſhall not overflow me; when I paſs 
through the Fire I. Hall not be burnt, neither ſhall 
the Flame kindle upon me f. Ohl] my Children, 
be often committing yourſelves to the divine 
| Mercy and Grace, entreating that according to 
your Day Strength might be afforded, and that 
when the Storms riſe higher than common, more 
than common Affiſtance may be granted. In 
the mean Time remember that the Lord would 
not haye us give way, to Diſcouragements, 
1 Fear) ye not, ſays he, their Fear, nor be 8 * 
Again, « Fear not, thou Worm Faccb g. | 
us be aſſured that to lean upon God ſo as to 75 
ſatisfied, to truſt in him ſo as not to be afraid, 
and to feel his Power, Goodneſs, and Faithful- 
neſs preponderating the Creature's Threatnings 
and every Afﬀiftion that may befal us, is much 
for the Honour of God and Religion. Upon 
the whole, while exerciſing this humble Truſt 
in God, charge your Souls to be ſteady; if they 
begin to be diſcouraged, check them, hy art 
thiu caft down, O my Seul, and why art thou diſ- 
quieted within me ? Hope thou in God, for 1 ſhall 
yet praiſe him . What is before us we know 
John xiv. 18. + Iſaiah xl. 2. Þ Ibid, 
vii. 12. F Ibid. xli. 14. } Pfalm xliii. 5. 
not, 
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not, buf. knowing all the good and . gracious. 
Things which I have mentioned, let ws not be 
afraid of evil Tidings, our Hearts being fixed 8 
ing in the Lord. | 


MISS Motzy. -. 5 
Tas LeAure has been the more ſeaſonable, 


as it has fallen in with the Workings of my 
own Mind. I acknowledge my F olly and Guile 


that I am very apt to faint in the Day of Ad- 


verſity. I have ran with the Footmen, and they 
have almoſt wearied me,  haw then ſhall I contend 
with the Horſes +? But I would learn now to 
truſt in the Lord for ever, and hope J ſhall feel 
his everlaſting Strength communicated to me. 
But, Sir, may not our Eſtabliſhment be broken 
in upon from other Changes in Life beſides thoſe 
of a calamitous Nature? - 


FATHER. 

No doubt ! If Providence wears a Smile in 
its Diſpenſations, if Comfort flows in plentifully, 
if Riches encreaſe, if our Reputation ſtands high, . - 
Sc. how apt is this Wind to toſs our light 
Minds? Pride begins to ſwell, and mounts us 
up aloft. How ready are we to forget ourſelves, 
our Friends and Companions, our Dependance 
as Creatures, our Duty to the Supreme Being, 


V Pſalm cxii. 7. + Jer. xii. 5. 


and 
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and our own Mortality? In conſequence we ſink 
into a Carnality of Temper, and bound out 
Views by this World. If the North-Wind of 
Affliction carries us far one way, the ſoft and 
ſmooth Gales of Proſperity are ready to divert 
us from our Coutſe into the contrary Paſſions. 
And we ate the more in Danger, ſince when the 
_ pleaſant Breezes of worldly Wealth and Honour | 
blow, we are apt to ſtretch our Wings, and to 
co-operate with ſuch Events, and raiſe ourſelyes 
on the tottering Baſis of Self-ſufficiency. A 
_ certain Self-flattery attends us, and we are inſen- 
ſible of our Danger. Here then, my Children, 
it ought to be your Prayer, and with fervent. 
Supplications your conſtant and aſſiduous Endea- 
vour fhould be joined to keep yourſelves pro- 
perly poiſed and ballaſed, This muſt be, under 
divine Grace, by ſerious Conſideration, As 
T hovghtlefineſs is the Diſtemper, a due Atten- 
tion of the Mind ſtands fair for the Cure. Let 
the Mind then moſt ſeriouſly weigh ſuch Things 
as theſe, ©* that a Man's Felicity does not con- 
« fift in, does not depend upon, the Enjoyment 
ce of the Body, but upon the Attainment of di- 
% vine Wiſdom and Holineſs, That I am not 
« nearer the Favour of God, though all the Men 
© of the World ſmile and flatter ; nor can my 
« Happineſs conſiſt in ſuch fluctuating variable 
« Things. That all the — of this World 
| <.are 
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are as uncertain as they are contemptible; and 


that 'as my earthly Mountain can never ſtand 


ſure, it is the Height of Folly to think that 


I ſhall never be moved; and that a Man's 


Temporalities cannot ſo much as yield a pre- 
ſent Delight, if a Cloud come over the Mind, 


and Conſcience feels the galling Diſquietude 
of Guilt. Again, let me conſider, Am I not 
made for Immortality? Will not Death come 
and lay me level with the pooreſt of my 
Neighbours? And if a Man's Life, even as 
to his preſent Comfort, does not conſiſt in 
the Abundance of his Riches, much leſs is he 
a Jot nearer to Heaven, in point of Acquilition 
or Preparation for it, by all his Thouſands. 
Let me conſider again, What is it that will 


yield me Comfort when bidding adieu 10 all 


the World, which muſt be the Caſe ſoon ? 


Is it that I have lived a few Years poſſeſſed of | 


« Jarge Treaſures of Gold and Silver? Poor Sa- 
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tisfaction, when I ſhall ſee them no more for 
ever J Surely I muſt have ſomething better to 
build upon, if I would have my Heart eſta- 
bliſhed, when I am going before my Judge, 
and when I am launching out into the Ocean 
of Eternity. Oh be that my ſupreme Pur- 
ſuit now, which when attained will give me 


Peace, when all theſe Things ſhall fail as. 


Dreams and Shadows !—How vin the Diſ- 
c tinction 


* 
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& tinction to die poor or rich in high Reputa- 
tion with weak and fooliſh Mortals, or under 
* & a Cloud of Contempt and Reproach ! But to 
ebe in the Favour of that God, that Redeemer 
ce who is to be my Judge, to be able to call 
« him my Friend, and he allow and acknowledge 
<« the Relation, whoſe Lips will ſoon, very ſoon, 
& pronounce the irreverſible Sentence, which 
4 muſt ſpeedily fix my everlaſting State! to have 
« a Conſciouſneſs within, that I priz'd his Smiles 
de above all the World, that his Will revealed 
<* in the Goſpel was my Rule, that I have fled 
< for Refuge to the Hope ſet before me, and 
& jntruſted my immortal All in his well-order'd 
& Covenant, as that which is, all my Salvation ! 
© that I have entered into and cultivated an 
% Acquaintance with him who is the Bleſſedneſs 
„of Heaven, and lived habitually near to him 
« in a way of Love, Communion, and conſtant 
<« Obedience! Theſe, and ſuch Things as theſe, 


« are, and they only are, a Source of ſolid Con- 
* ſolation in Life and Death.“ 


My dear Children, if ever you revere my Ad- 
vice, be in this Caſe adviſed by a Father, If 
you think I have one Spark of true Wiſdom, I 
would employ it in counſelling, in preſſing upon 
you this paternal Caution, Take care of the Smiles 
of the Meld. It will flatter you, it will be in 

danger 


9 
danger of inchanting you. Its Promiſes are fair 
and great, but inwardly empty and deluſive. It is 
a Harlet, beautiful to the Eye, but falſe. Read the 
Scriptures much, and ſeek Protection from every 
Ignis Fatuns in à full-eyed View of the true 
Light. Converſe much with the everlaſting 
State to which you are haſting. Labour by Faith 
frequently and intimately acted to get your Souls 
poſſeſſed with a deep Senſe firſt of the Reality, 
and then the infinite Importance of the eternal 
World. Reſolve fo to act that you may not 
charge yourſelves with Folly on a calm Reflec- 
tion. Act fo as you ſhall wiſh you had acted 
when you come to die. So conduct yourſelves 
that your Happineſs may be fecured through im- 
mortal Duration, that you may die ſafely, com- 
fortably, and honourably as Chriſtians, and I afk 
no more; and if you dwell upon ſuch Things as 
' theſe, you will have the Poiſe, the Ballaſt you 
need. Then in the Midſt of the Smiles of the 
World you will be honourable, modeſt, holy, ſpi- 
ritual, and heavenly in your Converſation, and 
be kept from abuſing this World while you are 
uſing it. You will honour God in your preſent 
and in every Advance of your Circumſtances, 
and you may draw Advantage to yourſelves from 
thoſe Riches in the eternal World, from which 
thouſands and ten thouſands feel the moſt dread- 
ful Sting, even their Abuſe of them. 


Ms. 


{ 206 ) 

| M. Tonus. ü 

- AmidsT all the Encomiums, Sir, which you 
have beſtowed on Bees, and the many good Qua- 
lities you have pointed out in which they are ex- 
emplary to us, I think in one Particular they 
are not to be imitated by us. They carry a 
Sting about them, which they are very ready 
upon every Occaſion, and without Occaſion too, 
to make uſe of. I ſpeak with the greater Em- 
phaſis upon this Head, as I lately ſmarted by 
ſome of them. 1 was prying into the Hive, and 
with a Straw was turning ſome of them round, 
when the little miſchievous Thipgs came thick 
around me, and ſeized me like a Felon. : I at- 
tempted to beat them off, but they returned with 
fierce determined Reſentment, and darted their 
little vengeful Javelins into my Fleſh, 


FATHER. 
Tux are not a quarrelſome People. Uſe 
them well, or let them alone, and you will find 
them gentle and peaceable. Unleſs provoked, 
they are not injurious. When they ſwarm and 
run into Cluſters, you may handle them ſafely, 
provided you doit tenderly, eſpecially with a clean 
Hand, Mr. Thorley*, I remember, tells us of 
a Swarm that lighted upon the Throat and 
Boſom of his Maid-ſervant; and yet, the Woman 


* See his Hiſtory of the Bees, p. 150, &c. 
| ſtanding 
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ſanding quite - ſtill, they ſuffered him to dive 
into the very Centre of them to find out the 
Queen,” which he did, and thus after a Time 
he drew them off without injuring her. I wiſh 
all our Neighbourhoods, Families, Churches, 
and Kingdoms were as gentle. I wiſh all the 
Princes and States in the World were no more 
ready to offend : then ſhould we have a quiet 
World, and they might beat their Swords into 
Plow-ſhares, and their Spears into Pruning- 
hooks. Indeed the Bees, if atfronted, have 
ſtrong Reſentments : they will fight to the very 
laſt. Here they are upon a Level with all other 
Creatures not endowed with Reaſon. To ſum 
up the Matter, in general let us be peaceable as 
Bees; but if injured, let us recollect that we are 
rational Creatures and Chriſtians, whoſe Glory 
it is not to render Evil for Evil, but io overcome 


Evil with Good, as our God acts to us. 


Miss MoLLy. 
Pa Ax, what becomes of the Bees at laſt? 
How long do they live? If thus powerſul and 
revengeful, how is their Honey taken from them ? 


FATHER, 

WRITERS differ in their Sentiments with re- 
ſpect to the Age of a Bee. It is the Opinion of 
ſome that ſhe may live to fix or ſeven Years; 
but 

8 
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but oltien think that Best are herein upon a Level 
with other InſeQs in general, and do not ſurvive * 
the Year ; that the Work of Generation, as in 
other Societies, is always going on, and conſe- 


gquently that there is a conſtant Mortality, and 


that the chief Seaſon of their Multiplication is in 
the Spring. According to this Doctrine, the 
Bees ſucceed continually to the Labours and 
Dwellings of their Predeceffors, as we ourſelves 
reſide in the Houſes which our Anceſtors built 

and out hed which they i a 


| Tae way of be their e from them 
is either by a ſort of Treachery, or open Vio- 
lence. The former Method is made uſe of in 
what they call Colonies, where one Box is con- 
tiguous to another, Right and Left, or above and 
below. In ſuch a Caſe when the upper Box is 
full, and the Bees are induſtriouſly carrying on 
their Works in the lower, without dreaming of 
any Miſchief, the Paſſage is intercepted between 
what I may call the Storehouſe and Workſhop 
by the fatal Board, and the Prize carried away 
by their inſidious Maſters ; and now the poor la- 
borious Creatures muſt return to work again. 
Let thoſe who through Oppreffion, by Cunning 
or Violence, have been ruined, or ſuffered great 
Lofles, come hither and ſee with, what Equa- 
— theſe Inſects bear theirs, They do not 

quarrel 
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quarrel with one another, as Mortals too often ' 
do upon ſuch Events, but till proceed with their 
daily Labour, and are as diligent as before. 
Let this be our Comfort while we pity them 
that under the Direction of the ſame Providence 
they may grow rich again, and that the Revolu- 
tion of a Year may tetrieve all their Loſſes, 


BuT who can refrain condoling while I men- 
tion the Method by which the ſingle Hive is rob- 
bed? It is by the De/ftrudion of the whole Com- 
munity. The Brimſtone Match is provided, and 
the whole City is ſuffocated in a few Minutes, 
and ſo becomes a Prey to the Proprietor, 


In this Glaſs ſee the End of all Things! Af- 
ter our World has been emptying and filling for 
a Seaſon, when the Ends of Providence are an- 
ſwered, Propheſies and Promiſes fulfilled, Chriſt's 
Kingdom compleated, and his Ele& gathered in, 
lo! the awful Cataſtrophe takes place ! That 
Earth which now ſubſiſts is we know reſerved 
for Fire, and the Fire will conſume it. O the 
important Day ! See the Heavens paſs away with a 
great Noſe, the Elements meit with a fervent Heat, 
the Earth and all that is therein is burning up, 
What becomes of it afterwards we leave to the 
great Manager of all Events, whoſe ſole Pro- 
perty it is. The Saints need it not; they have 

R P a better 
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a better Habitation provided, They are with 
their exalted Head and Huſband, where all their 
Wants are ſupplied, and where the Onſets of 
Enemies, and the Noiſe of War are felt and 
heard no more, They are introduced into that 
Paradiſe where they ſhall ever pluck immortal 
Fruit from the Tree of Life moſt ſuitable for the 
maintaining, improving, and exhilerating their 
advanced Natures through immeaſurable Dura- 
tion. And as this is the Caſe, and our Redeemer 
proclaims, ©* Surely I come quickly,” let the 
whole Church eccho their glad“ Amen: Even 
& ſo come Lord Jeſus “.“ 


The Tenth Dialogue. 


* 


FATHER. 


= HE Morning-Light, by which I 
7 now behold you, receives addition- 
= al Charms to a Parent's Eye whilft 
it ſhews him his Children in Health 

— and Chearfulneſs, as I hope I now 
ſee you all. A Father's Bleſſing ſalutes you. A 
Father's Arms embrace you. My Right Hand 
muſt forget her Cunning before it can ceaſe 
ſtretching itſelf out in Affection to you, and for 
you. My Tongue muſt cleave to the Roof of 
my Mouth before it can omit its Supplications 
to Heaven on your Behalf. I could not think 
myſelf happy if I faw you unhappy; for living 
yo are, and I truſt dying you will be upon my 
Heart. | 


I 8vePosE you remember and conſent to my 
Propoſal laſt Night, that, if the Morning was fa+ 
vourable, we would take an early Walk to 
breathe” the fragrant Air, and to view the rural 
Landſchapes ; and if we did not crop the Flowers 

R at 
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at our Feet, yet gather thoſe Productions of 


- Wiſdom which would be fairer than the Cow- 


flip, and'more odoriferous than the Violet, 


-  Erpesr Son. 
As it was our Duty, we have been waiting, 
Sir, your Leiſure, when we might be favour'd 


with your Company. Your Children, Sir, don't 


fly into Corners upon- the Sound of your Foot- 
ſteps, as in ſome Families. Your Looks, your 


Words, all your Conduct invite us, and we 


ſhould be both ungrateful to you and unkind to 
ourſelves did we not embrace every Opportunity 
of Converſe with which you are pleaſed to in- 
dulge us. I ſpeak for all as well as myſelf, and 
indeed have their Commiſſion, 


FaTHER 
Tranks be to God for our Family Com- 
forts. - While this happy Scene continues, let 
others rule Kingdoms, command Armies, and 


conquer Countries, I envy them not. While my 


Children are pious and prudent, dutiful to my- 
ſelf, and affectionate to one another, Bleſſings to 
others, and comfortable to themſelves, I ſcarce 
think any Man more happy in the World than 
myſelf, —Put let us ſet forward. —As the Paſſage 
is equally near, what if we go through the 
Church-Yard ? N we may gather ſome Fra- 

1 -* grancy 
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grancy from the Graves, and hear ſome intereſt- 
ing Lectures from the ſilent Manſions of the 
Dead. How often have we ſeen the Shoulders 
of Men bow under the mortal Load, while paſ- 
ſing over theſe very Stones, conveying the Re- 
mains of our deceaſed Neighbours to the Repoſi- 
tories of the Dead? How often has the mourn- 
ful Widow and her numerous Offspring trod this 
Path, following the putrid Corpſe. of a beloved 
Huſband and honoured Parent ? Have they not 
almoſt mark'd their Footſteps with Tears, while 
they were going to bury in the ſame Grave in a 
manner all their Comforts ? At one Time the 
Aged, like a Shock of Corn fully ripe and long 
bending, has been borne along this Road; at 
another Time a Youth, who was like a Flower 
cropt in its Bloom, once the living Delight of 
Parents, but now their Grief, has in this Walk 
been carried to his long Home. You have ſeen 
ſome I may call it abruptly removed by a ſud- 
den unceremonious Stroke, A few Days ago 
they were walking themſelves along this diſmal 
Way, conveying others to the Regions of the 
Dead ; but when a few more Suns had revolved, 
they wanted the Help of others to bear them to 
the Grave. Others you have ſeen carried along 
this Paſſage to the gloomy Abodes of Death, 
whoſe Graves ſeem'd for many Weeks. opening 

P 3 their 
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their Boſoms to receive them, but lingering m. 


neſſes and weariſome Days and Nights ſuſpended 
| their funeral Solemnities. 7 


Set | we are come to the awful Incloſure !— 
How many Contemplations have been made up- 
on a Church-Yard ? But has Death read out all 
its Lectures? And does it keep an open School 
of Wiſdom no longer? How intereſting ſuch 
Sights as theſe to us Mortals ? Perhaps thoſe very 
Gates that have not a Minute ago turn'd upon 
their Hinges to receive us living, may ſoon ex- 
pand themſelves for the Admiſſion of our dead 
Corpſes. | Theſe Bodies may ſoon add to the 


Fatneſs of this Paſture; and thoſe very Sheep, 


ſhort-liv'd. as they may be, may as thoughtleſly 
feed upon our Graves as they do upon thoſe of 
others before us. However this or fome ſuch 
Plot muft be our Dormitory ; and what Traveller 
would not chooſe to look into his Bed-chamber 
before the very Minute he is to lie down in it ? 
It is the more affecting to me when 1 caſt my 
Eyes around here, as I knew more than a few 
of thoſe who are depoſited under theſe Clods, 

and ſaw much of their Stations, Characters, and 
Behaviour in Life. To Me this Spot is ſingu- 
larly inſtructive, when I compare the former and 
preſent State of its. Inhabitants, 


I now 
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I now ſtand upon the Grave of one of the 
buſieſt Tradeſmen in this Town. He was en- 
_ dow'd with a large Capacity, and a comprehen- 

ſive Genius; theſe he employ'd in laying Plans 

and Schemes, which muſt have Time for their 
Execution. But he was like the Man who em- 
ploy'd his People in digging Channels to turn a 
Sea of Water into his Garden, but had no Place 
to receive it. His Schemes were more proper 
for an Antediluvian than for a Man of this Age. 
Not to ſay that the Execution of them would far 
exceed the Subſtance of a common Tradeſman. 
Unhappy Man! and with all his Wit and rea- 
dineſs of Thought very unwiſe / A more con- 
tracted Scheme for ſuch a mere Span as the Life 
of Man now is ſuits better. We don't chooſe 
a glove for the Hand, or a Shoe for the Foot by 
the Largeneſs, but as it beſt fits the Part it is de- 
ſigned for; and he is no better than a Fool, that 
being of a common Size will have his Coat made 
ſo large, as that a Goliah may with Eaſe put it 
on. But alas! Covetouſneſs, as other Vices, 
blinds the Eye, and makes a Man forgetful of 
the plaineſt Truths; and therefore his great 
Knowledge iſſues in great Folly, and his Folly 
in a Shipwreck of all that he has that is valuable. 
There lies a Perſon that had not half his Capa- 
City, but much more Prudence, He rather choſe 
to build a ſmall Houſe, and finiſh it, than, like 
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. his Neighbour, gather together vaſt Materials, alf 
of which lay quite undigeſted, and unconnected 
at his Death. The careful Man knew-his own 
Incapacity for vaſt Schemes, habitually bore about 
with him the Uncertainty of Life, and all human 
Events, and ſo kept his Affairs within compaſs, 
and left his Family in comfortable Circumſtan- 
ces. But how it will be with the ſurviving 
Widow and Children of the former, Time only 
can inform us, and perhaps but ſlowly.- Some 
of his Plans were but in embryo, and at his Death 
ſunk with him before they came to their Birth. 
Some were found defective which he thought 
were wiſe and good. Correſpondencies, juſt en- 
tred into abroad, are like new-rais'd Walls whoſe 
Cement is not bardened, and thus a rudg Hand 
eaſily cruſhes them. Large Quantities of Goods 
ſent beyond Sea can ſcarce be traced. Remit- 
tances from old Dealers come in but ſlowly. It 
7s not ſafe to pay to any but the Executors, and who 
they are they ſeem in no haſte to know. Thick 
Fogs lie upon his Books of Account, and it is 
2 difficult Thing for a keen Eye to penetrate 
them. Monies due are rigorouſly demanded, 
and the Accounts on which they depend appear 
with full Evidence. And now what Remarks 
are made? The Family mourns in ſecret on 
many Accounts, while to the World they would 
not change Countenance Many that rever'd the 
| Deceaſed' $ 
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Deeccaſed's Counſel like an Oracle, ſhake their 
Heads now, and either pity his Family, or blame 
his Conduct, or tell us, they thought what it 
would come to; but ſome, that found their In- 
tereſts thwarted by his Schemes while living, ex- 
ult in Triumph. But ſhould I only mention the 
Shame he himſelf felt when he lay on his Bed with 
Death in his View, it would carry in it a thou- . 
fand Arguments. Some of you have heard the 
painful Refleftions he made, and therefore, as 
well as for the Trouble it gives me upon Re- 
collection, I drop the Subject at preſent ; yet as 
an affeQionate Parent I cannot but before you 
point to him, as at Sea to a Buoy or a Light-houſe, 
You know my Meaning, I have now my Eye 
upon the Grave of one that was peculiarly noiſy, 
turbulent, and litigious; but Death hath: ſilenced 
him that could be ſilenced by nothing beſides. 
Poor Man ! he was a Thorn in the Side to many, 
and violated the Repoſe of thoſe who were 
willing to live quiet and diſturb none. He 
would never loſe the leaſt that he could call his 
own, and by over-reaching or downright Injuſ- 
tice, I fear, was guilty of Oppreſſion. How often 
did he think himſelf affronted where no Affront 
was deſigned ? he was ſlow in forgiving, eager in 
reſenting, and was ever carried away by a ſwelling 
Tide of the moſt ſevere and impetuous Paſſions ! 
Many fear'd him, but who lov'd him, with any 

other 
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other than a Love of Pity, I know not. What 
Reflections he made upon himſelf I am not par- 
ticularly informed; but, if Fame ſays true, he 
looked upon Death with a gloomy, ſullen Eye, 
and yielded to it only as to what he could not 
conquer. - But this I know, that ſevere Reflec- 
tions were made upon him when his Breath was 
ſtopt; and many, that were too much intimi- 
dated to ſpeak their Minds while he was living, 
trampled upon the Lion when dead, being aſſured 
that he could neither bite nor roar. 


AcainsT ſuch a Temper, ſuch a Carriage, 
I would moſt ſtrenuouſſy warn you. O mortify 
that Pride, that inordinate Selfiſhneſs, which is 
the Spring whence ſuch poiſonous Waters flow ! 
Be gentle towards all Men. And here with a 
melancholy Pleaſure 1 can exhibit a Contraſt, The 
2:04 Man buried in yonder Grave under the Wall 
of the Church (to which methinks I am borne 
along by a certain magnetick Influence) was my 
good Friend living, and I was one of many that 
pathetically lamented his Deceaſe ; yea, many a 
Time ſince the Day that I held up the fatal Pall 
my Thoughts have hovered around the Spot where 
he ſleeps. In his own Cauſe he was gentle as a 
Lamb, and never Joſt the Smile from his Brow, 
which ſeem'd its native Seat, unleſs the Cauſe of 


G od and Religion ſummon'd a Frown thither ; 
1 but 


„ 
but if the Honour of his Creator or Redeemet 
were inſulted, if Virtue oppreſſed or Goodneſs 
perſecuted demanded Reſentment, it was ready 


at their Call, and theirs alone. He was a Pa- 
tron to whom even the unknown Widow and 


Orphan fled; he gave them his wiſe Counſel, 
lent them his friendly Arm, and often relieved 
their Neceſſities, How often was he choſen an 
Arbitrator by one or other, and ſometimes by 
both the contending Parties? He was a real 
Friend to human Nature, and thought himſelf 
happy if he could prevent ruinous Lawſuits, and 
yet more ſo if he could alſo cement divided 
Hearts, and pour in the reconciling, healing 
Balm upon Minds fretted by corroding Paſſions. 
Withal he was a truly pious Man; he was a 
Chriſtian in his Cloſet, in his Family, 'in the 
World, and at the Houſe of God, and recom- 
menged Religion by all his uniform Conduct. 
By this Means he lived and died under the Power 
of that Peace of God which paſſeth all Under- 
ſtanding. O what a Gloom hung upon the Coun- 
tenances of many when his Caſe appeared danger- 
ous! but what a general Groan was heard when 
the mournful Tidings pronounced him dead / 
None could be too full of his Praiſes ! How many 
did I hear lament over themſelves, as having loſt 
their beſt and only Friend ! And they that could 


ſee thouſands of a common Character dead and 
| buried 
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buried and make no Obſervation ande honou- 
Table mention of him. My Children, this Man 
was your Father's Friend; it was my Honour 
that others thought him, and himſelf called him- 
felf by that Title. Did a great Man eſteem ſo 
highly of Sir Philip Sidney as to have it inſcrib'd 
upon his Grave-ſtone that he was Sir Philip 
Sidney's Friend? J am ſure it will redound to 
my Reputation to be called his Friend as long as 
he is remembred to be what he was. But I re- 
firain myſelf, and only add with reference to 
bim, Imitate ſuch wherever you ſee them, and 
eſteem Intimacy with them your Honour and 
Privilege ; they are more valuable than Jewels, 
and more rare; which puts me in mind of a 
Proverb among the Fews, that -did the World 
know the Worth of the Godly, rather than part 
with them it would hedge them about with Pearls, 


Erker SON. 

| Tres is a Tomb yonder that ſtands ſuper- 
eminent above the reſt, as a royal Tent in a 
Field among others of inferior Name. I ſhould 
be glad to draw nearer. Iron Paliſadoes full of 
ornamental Workmanſhip incloſe the awful Te- 
nement | Pilaſters, variegated with ſhewy Mar- 
bles, bear up the maſly horizontal Stone, See 
a pompous Coat of Arms, and a long Detail of 
Tiles and Characters ſignalize this dignified 
Duſt! 
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Duſt ! Methinks thisPomp, how common loever, 
is a fort of Infult upon the Body lying underneath. 
If Painters throw behind their Pictures a dark 
Ground that the Colours may appear to better 
Advantage this Method is the Reverſe ; -and if 
the Gloomineſs of Death in any Form ftrikes 
Horror upon the Minds of Mortals, how much 
more when painted out to more lively View on ſo 
ſhewy a Ground? But what avails to the Deceas'd 
this ornamental Coſt beſtowed upon his Grave? 
Call him what you will, it is only calling him what 
he was : his Titles are all loſt, with his Eftates. 
When therefore ſo much Pains are taken to bla- 
zon his illuſtrious Titles, it is in effect to tell 
the World of what Death has robb'd him ; and 
perhaps the Heir was at this Coſt through a ſe- 
cret Pride that all theſe very Titles, thefe Arms, 
and the Eſtate that go along with them are now 
his own and not his Predeceſlor's ; and joyfully 
he affords him the nobler a Tomb, as he now 
poſſeſſes the Palace which he built. After all, 
f the Soul is ſafely lodged, it not only needs 
not, but deſpiſes ſuch Pomp. If otherwiſe, what 
is it to the Soul to be praifed in a World where 
it is not, and to be reproach'd by Conſcience and- 
the Devils where it is? Again, do the Worms 
pay any Deference to theſe Things? Is Putre- 
faction ſuſpended ? Will they make way for a 
foyful Reſurrection ? Let —— be obſerved 
towards 


© Ms... 
towards the Remains of the human Nature, but 
Grandeur ſeems ill-becoming the Victim of 
Death, and the Priſoner of the Grave. 


. 


3 Miss Fanny, 
Parr, I have been reading a Grave · flone 
for a young Perſon, which I take the more No- 
tice of, as he was juſt my Age, which you 
know is between Fourteen 1 Fifteen. 


FATHER, - 

No doubt, my Child, we may all of us "find 
Graves of the ſame Length of our own Clay, 
and an Age of the ſame Date, and the Circum- 
ſtance challenges ſpecial Regard ; yea, certainly 
there is ſomething more teaching to you than 
to another in ſuch a Grave ; what then have 
you learned from it ? 5 


Miss F ANN. 

1 was ſtruck with the Account of the Age, 
and I cannot ſay but it made me thoughtful. 
And though I have not had time to make long 
Reflections, IJ thought with myſelf that I may 
be removed as young as this Perſon ; not that I 
ever doubted it, but the Thought came with 
more Weight than before. Hereupon I reflected 
again, Am 1 prepared ? 7s Jefms Chri my Sa- 

viour ? 
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wiour ? Is the Sting of Death taken away? How 
ſad if T ſhould die before I was born again 
FATHER. | 

I THanKx God who has led you to make Re- 
fleQions ſuitable to your Caſe as a dying Crea- 
ture. May the Fountain of heavenly Wiſdom 
ſend down more of its Streams into your Heart, 
for they only can be ſafe who ſleep in Jeſus. But 
I hope, my Dear, this was not the firſt Time 
you entred into the Conſideration of the State 
of your Soul. 


Miss FANNv. 


I x xow ſa little, Sir, and have felt fo little, 
that I am aſham'd to ſpeak ; but as you are al- 
ways ſo kind as to encourage me to be free, I 
muſt own that I have at Times ſerious Impreſ- 
ſions on my Heart. In ſecret Prayer I have ſome- 
times been enabled to melt for Sin, and to-pour 
out my Heart in Supplication. A Senſe of Guilt 
and Fear of Wrath have often driven me to the 
Redeemer, who came to ſeek and ſave that which 
is loſt; and the Werd preached in publick hath, 
ſometimes come with a preſent Power, But ah! 
this Morning Cloud, and this early Dew under 
my Feet, are too much like my Condition. I 
have loſt (I know not how) the ſweet and awful 
Feeling, and ſoon (and ah ! how ſoon?) hath my 


Pulſe 
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Pulſe growh as languid as before towards God 
and heavenly Things. I remember ſome Tinie 
ago, when my youngeſt Brother was bound Ap- 
prentice, I thought, ** And why ſhould not J too 
enitet into a Service? One Thought followed ano- 
ther, till I was led to meditate on the Service of 
Chriſt. I knew he demanded me by his Word; 
1 knew that I was his Right and Property, 

that he purchaſed me to be his Servant by his 
Death, and that he died for me, that I who 
live by his Merits ſhould not live to myſelf, but 
to him who died for me and roſe again. Again 
I conſidered what there was in his Service to en- 
courage me to bind myſelf to him as my Maſter, 

and 1 found every Thing inviting. I heard him 
calling upon me, Take my Yoke upon you,” and 
ſaying that © his Yoke was eaſy;” I ſaw him to 
be the moſt honourable Maſter, as he was the 
Prince of the Kings of the Earth; I found 
he. promiſed what none elſe could, even a 
Crown and Kingdom ; and that where he is 
there ſhould alſo his Servant be. Hereupon 1 cried 
to the Lord to overcome all my Unwillingneſs; 
and the Iſſue bf a great many Prayers and Rea- 
ſonings with myſelf was, that I was deſirous to 
make a Trial in good Earneſt, It was the Lan- 
guage of my reſolved Heart, O Lord, truly 1 
am thy Servant, I am thy Servant.“ And fince 


that Tranſaction, which I muſt own hath given 
me 


ls 
me pleafute to reflect upon at Times, I have 
mingled my Prayers with much Purpoſe of Heart 
to cleave unto the Lord. How far I was ſin- 
cere I have had many Thoughts attended with 
Hopes and Fears.” When I have reflected on 
what I have dotie, my Hopes have been a little 
ſanguine ; but when 1 thought what a deceitful 
Heart I have, I have feared. I ſhould eſteem it 
a Favour if you, Sir, and my Brothers, would 
give me farther Directions what to do, and at- 
tend all with your frequent Supplications for that 


Grace which is ſuffciont and ſuitable to my 
Wants. 


FaTHER: 

Never did your Voice, my Dear, found ſo 
melodious in my Ear. I adore that Grace which 
permits me to change Solcmon's Words, and ſay, 
& My Chi'd, ſince thy Heart is wiſe, my Heart 
& ſhall rejoice, even mine. Yea; my Reins do re 
cc 7oice, ſince thy Lips ſpeak right Things *,” An? | 
hath the good Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation 
been at work upon your Soul? Nature and 
Grace conſpire to make me ready to give thee, 
my Jewel, alt that Encouragement and Advice 
which are ſuitable to your Caſe, and I rejoice 
that I have ſo agreeable an Errand to carry to 
the Divine Footſtool. And I doubt not but your 


* Proverbs xxiii. 15, 16, 


Ver. II. 2 Brothers 
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| Brothers will be. eaſily . to n their 


Help with me, 


ELvesT Sox. 


| Sin, not only your Deſire and Hint carries in 


it the Force of a Command, but the tender Re - 
gard we bear to this dear Girl will doubtleſs en- 


gage us to it. We haye often carried her when 


a Child in our Arms, and her loving Kiſſes and 
innocent Prattle have formerly, as ſo many ſilken 
Ligaments, bound our Hearts in Tenderneſs and 
Fondneſs to her; but now we ſhall look upon 
her with a more ſerious Eye, and a more deeply 


engaged Heart, 


Mx. Tromas. 


Wo would have expected grateful Muſick 
amongſt the Tombs ? But as I hope Chriſt has 
begun to ſpeak in my dear Siſter Fanny, I am 
ready to greet her with a holy.Kiſs as well as 
the Kiſs of a Brother, I hope we ſhall have 
many Opportunities of being mutually helpful 
to each other in the way to Heaven. But for 
the preſent, to attend the Lectures of ſurround- 
ing Death I am ready to expreſs my Admira- 
tion to ſee Men ſo fond of Inſcriptions on Grave- 


| Kones, eſpecially when the Sum total of the Hiſ- 
tory upon Record is ſo ſhort and ſo little avail- 


ing. Such a one died at ſuch a Time, and was 


„ . 
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ſo eld. Very edifying to Survivors ! and equally 


honourable to the Perſon interr'd ! Whereas the 
Enquiry ſoon may be, Ibo this Man was? and 
no one can reſolve the Queſtion, for the very 
Remembrance of him is gone. And I may the 
rather remark the Vanity of this Ambition, as 
here I ſee the Stone itſelf broken, ſcaling, moul- 
_ dring with all its Contents. This puts me in 
mind of ſome Verſes of Dr. Watts's, which I 


am ftruck with every Time a read or repeat them - 
to myſelf, | 


ELDesT DaucaTsR. 


I supPost by that, my Brother, you can fa- 
vour us with them. I am ſure the Lines are 
good if they fell from his Pen, and I believe them 


to be pertinent to the Occaſion, If you think ſo, 


Ms. THoMAs, | 
T THANK my good Sifter for her Compliment 
to my Underſtanding. Your fir? Obſervation, 
no doubt, every one of us ſhall fall in with; 
as to the ſecond, the Verſes themſelyes determine. 


THE RON among his Travels found 
A broken Statue on the Ground ; 
And fearching onward: as he went 
He trac'd a ruin'd Monument, | 
Mould, Moſs, and Shades had overgrown 
The Sculpture of the crumbling Stone; 
| Q 2 Yet 
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Vet e er he paſt with much ado 
He gueſs'd and ſpeil'd out Sci-pi-0. 


; .EnovcH, he cry'd, I'll drudge no inore, 
In turning the dull Stoicks o'er— 
To cure Ambition, I can learn 
With greater Eaſe the great Concern 
Of Mortals, how we may deſpiſe 
All the gay Things below the Skies. 


* MzTHInKs a mouldring Pyramid 
Says all that the old Sages ſaid 
For me theſe ſhatter'd Tombs contain 
More Morals than the Vatican. —— 
Now when I fee] my Virtue fail 
And my ambitious Thoughts prevail, 
III take a Turn among the Tombs 
And ſee whereto all Glory comes ; 
There the vile Foot of every Clown m 
Tramples the Sons of Honour down. 
Beggars with awful Aſhes ſport 
And tread the Cæſars in the Dirt.— 


THEss Lines are not the Whole of that in- 
ſtructive Poem, but I was not willing to break 
in too far upon Converſation by my Quotations. 
On this Occaſion, my good Father, I ſhall be 
glad if. you will pleaſe to give us your extempore 
Thoughts upon Ambition. They may be of Ser- 

el | vice 
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vice to us who are entering on the Stage of Life, | 
and prove quickning or Cautionary, * 

Farnen, 3s 

Augfrfow, in the innocent Senſe of it, con- 
fiſts in a Deſire to ſtand well and ſtill improve 
in the Eſteem of others; a Paſſion which ſeems 
to be implanted in the Nature of Man by its 
great Author for very valuable Purpoſes. Ambi- 
tion ſhews itſelf in a Variety of Shapes, and takes 
its Tincture, good or bad, from the Heart, 
where it is bred, and from the Objects that nou- 
riſh it. In vain Minds it is a mean Paſfion; 
in a vicious Perſon it is a vile one; but when 
it is the Offspring of Piety, it is glorious and 
ſublime.” With ſome it feeds upon Duſt and 
Chaff, with others upon nothing other than 
Slaughters and Ravage; and with a few it is a Fel- 
 low-Commoner with Angels. A Nebuchadnezzar 
through Amlition builds him a Babylon, proudly 
calls it the Fuſe of his Kingdom, and then leads 
forth his embattled Hoſts to plunder the whole 
World within his Reach; partly to people it, 
and partly to fill this great Houſe with Treaſure. 
And what have all the mighty Nimrods of the 
Earth been through their Ambition but the 
Curſes of Mankind? The Ambition of Alex- 
ander, of Cæſar, of a Gallic Lewis, that could be 
ſatisfied with nothing but an univerſal Monarchy, 


Q3- has 
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has made them the Nuſances of the Age in which 
they lived. I can compare them to nothing bet- 
ter than to a Monſter riſing out of the Ground, 
breathing Poiſon ſo as to taint the Air, and ſcat- 
tering Fire to. burn up the Productions af the 
| Earth, and thoſe that dwell upon it. How does 
the proudly immortal Man ſwell while he reads 
the pompous Title inſcribed upon the Eguęſtrian 
Statue, which every one elſe knows was drawn 
up by a mercenary Pen, and dictated perhaps by a 
Heart that gave the Lie to his Hand ; and yet 
the proud Worm ſwells more, when he vainly 
imagines that they who come after him will - 
ſtop the gilded Chariot or rein the prancing 
Horſe to admire the Man and his pompous 
Image, and conclude the inſcribed Character 
was drawn from the Life as well as the Features 
of the Body. What a Monſter is Ambition, that 
will not be ſatisfied but by the Blood of Thou- 
ſands, without building its Monument upon ruined 
Kingdoms, and deſolated Provinces ; and unleſs 
Thouſands of Widows and Orphans hold up its 
Train and light up its Torches. Deteſtable 
Wretches ! while Hiflory emblazons their Ti- 
tles, it is obliged to ring the Knell of their Cha- 
raters, and tell the Truths which muſt make 
them ſmoke in the Noſtrils of every Friend to 
Human Nature. Curſed be their Ambition for it 


is fierce, and their Wrath for it is cruel, But how | 
vain 
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vin to them this Pomp, even if this Monſter 
was not fed with ſuch precious and invaluable 
Morſels ? The lofty Pyramids were built at a 
prodigious Expence by the Hand of Ambition, 
and yet no one can affure us of the Names of the 
royal Architects. If the Egyptian Monarch built 
© either of them as Þ funeral Monument, he ſeems 
to have been diſappointed, as there is an empty 
Stone Coffin in one of them ; and either, it never- 
could be buried there, or the Royal Corpſe was 
ejected by the Reſentment of the People. A 
Cæſar wades through Patrician Blood, and even 
thins the Senate of Rome to fatten the Plains of 
Pharſakia ; but he is very ſoon ſtabbed by his 
Friends to revenge that Ambition. Pompey the 
Great will not bear an Equal, and proudly boaſts 
that if he ſtampt with his Foot he could raiſe an 
hundred thouſand Men; but ſee! in a few Years 
he is cut off by an ignoble Death, and his Carcaſs 
is thrown * 2 ! 
— He 

That living cou d not bear to ſee 

An Equal, now lies torn and dead! 

Here his pale Trunk and there his Head. 

Great Pompey! while I meditate 

With ſolemn Horror, thy ſad Fate, 

Thy Carcaſs, ſcatter'd on the Shore L 


Without a Name, inſtructs me more 
Than my whole Library before. 


Q 4 Bor 
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Bur it is endleſs to enlarge upon ſuch Scenes, 
And yet do not imagine that Ambition is confined 
to Palace-holders, and that it ſhews itſelf only in 
ſuch flagrant Inſtances, ' This it is, we have rea- 
ſon to apprehend, that it has prompted ſome to 


build Churches, and endow ſumptuous Hoſpitals, 


that their Names might liv@in ſhining Braſs, 
and be tranſmitted with Encomiums to future 
Generations. Some ambitiouſly call their Lands 
by their own Names, and then entail them upon 
their Heir Males for ever. Others that have 
none of their awn Name to ſucceed, adopt and 
oblige the Adopted to take their Names along 
with their Eſtates. If we come lower, we ſhall 
find this Weed of Ambition grows in Country 
Villages too, where ſuch a one will have the 


Lead among his poorer Neighbours ; yea, even 


the adyenturous Cudgel-player is proud of his Su- 
periority over his Antagoniſt, and hangs up the 
lac'd Hat as a Trophy of his deſpicable and bru- 
tiſh Conqueſt, While in the adjacent Town the 
little Tradeſman is as ambitious to be thought 
the moſt wiſe and eloquent in his contracted Cir- 
cle at the Coffee-houſe or Tavern. Apd if his 
Ambition has nothing elſe to faſten upon, he hopes 
at leaſt it ſhall be told to future Time upon a 

ppmpous Grave-ſtone, that ſomebody liv'd once 
that ſpelt his Name with ſuch Letters, was born 
| at 
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at ſuch a Time, breath'd fo long, and died at 
ſuch a Seaſon. 


Dur you are not to think that all Auditized is 
ſo vain, fooliſh, and wicked. How honourable 
thoſe Princes, and how ſacred their Memory, 
who eſteem'd it their Glory that they could de- 
fend the Weak, relieve the Oppreſſed, and break 
the proud Tyrant's mercileſs Arm? For this 
Reaſon ever think and ſpeak reſpectfully of the 
late King Mil iam. From his moſt early Life, 
how beneficent were his Schemes ! fut to reſcue 
his own Country out of the Jaws of a devouring 
Monſter, and afterwards, at the Head of an Al- 
liance, to ſave all Europe from the Chains of 
Lewis the XIVth ! Glorious Ambition ! when 
be ventured his Perſon and all that was valuable 
in the Behalf of Britain, the Proteſtant Religion, 
and- the civil Liberties eſtabliſhed here, when 
they were brought into imminent Danger through 
the Tyranny and Bigotry of King James! and 
when afterwards, both at home and abroad, he 
ſtruggled with Difficulties that would have borne _ 
down a Mind not filled with ſo noble a Princi- 
ple! Thus he paſſed through Life; nor could 
his excellent Diſpoſition, his diffuſive Goodneſs 
be ſatisfied without ſettling the Reverſion of the 
Crown upon a Family who were known Friends 
to the ſame Cauſe. And it is your Happineſs, 
| = "5x ip 
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my Children, that you live under the Govern- 
ment of a Sovereign who is a Friend to human 
Nature, who accounts it his Glory to make his 
People happy, and enters upon no Wars but to 
defend the Perſons and Properties of his People, 
and ſupport his Allies againſt the common Diſ- 
turbers of Europe, and their unrighteous Incroach- 
ments upon our American Colonies, 


I Have only to add, Take care to direct your 
Ambition to that which is truly good and is wor- 
- thy of it. Let no Ambition actuate you ſhort 
of ſtanding high in the Favour of God, of being 
accepted in the Beloved, and of having Liberty 
of Acceſs to the Heart and the Ear of Omni- 
potence; of having your Prayers heard, of hav- 
ing the Promiſes of the new Covenant ſpoken to 
you, of being Heirs to the immortal Crown of 
Glory, and of having Angels miniſtring to you 
in your Way thither. And if you ever court the 
Smiles of Fellow-Mortals, let it be in perfect 
Conformity with, and an entire Subordination to 
the Smiles of God and Conſcience. If Ambi- 
tion may excite you to yirtuous Actions, and be 
an additional Conftraint to a holy Converſation, 
to have the Approbation of good and wife Men, 
ſo far indulge it; but you ought ever to keep 
awake this neceſſary Fear, leſt the Praiſe of Men 
prove a Snare to you, If you attend too much 

...- to 
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to it, and are not content upon occaſion to live 
without it, I aſſure you there is the greateſt Dan- 
ger of making Shipwreck of a good Conſcience, 


ONCE more let me add, that Chriſtianity di- 
res the Ambition of the Diſciples of Jeſus to a 
very different End, to what Nature or Cuſtom, 
or the Corruptions of the Heart will; and there- 
fore when the Apoſtle exhorts the Theſſolontans 
to be quiet, to do tbeir own Buſineſs *, &c. he uſes 
a Word of this Import (piaoryueridar) (Sanda 
videlicet quadam zmulatione, ſays Beza.) Again 
we find the Word giAoripaucla t. We tranſlate 
the Place, Wherefore we labour, that whether 
« preſent or abſent we may be accepted of him.” 
But let me mention to you, my Sons, the Note 
of that learned Critick Beza upon this, ** Signi-- 
& ficanter Apoſtolus uſurpat hoc Vocabulum, 
e quo civilis quidam honorum et dignitatum Am- 
& þitus,. proprie ſignificatur, , ac fi diceret, quod | 
« cum ita fit, id eſt, cum fortiter quidem perga- . 
“ mus in hac noſtra ab ipſo abfentia, quam diu 3 
«« yidelicet in hoc corpore verſamur, et tamen 
c deſiderio obtinendæ tandem apud ipſum præ- a 
6 ſentiz ardeamus, ita ſancta quãdam inter nos | 
% Ambitione vivere annitimur, ut et dum hic 
te præſentes ab illo abſumus, et quando tandem 
hinc diſcedentes apud illum erimus, illi grati 


| 

| | 

* 1 Theſſ. iy. 11, + 2 Cor. v. 9. 
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& et accepti ſimus.” And I aſk you moſt geri 
ouſly how can Ambition pitch upon a nobler Ob- 
ject than to ſtand high in the Favour of him 
who is the Fountain of all Honour, who is the 
ſupreme Monarch of all, who is the Head over 
all Things, who is worſhipped by Angels, and 
before whoſe Face even the Thrones and Prin- 
cipalities bow and proſtrate themſelves ? Eſpe- 
cially may it be your Ambition to deſire to ſtand 
up as a Favourite before this King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords, when he comes clothed with ju- 
dicial Authority, when the Heavens and Earth 
ſhall flee away before him, and the aſſembled 
Univerſe ſhall ſtand to receive a Sentence from 


his Mouth that ſhall fix . E Con · 
dition. 


Bur I am too long. We muſt obſerve Hours 
yet, though the Dead around us have done with 
them. I find we have meaſured our Hour: the 
Family will expe& us for Morning Prayer and 
Breakfaſt, If it be agreeable to you, I ſhall be 
glad to meet you here To-morrow- Morning, 
as I have ſomething to propoſe to you. One 
Thing I'll mention now, as it may previouſly 
. employ your Thoughts, that I ſhall aſk each of 


you, what Remarks you made upon "RN a 
Churchyard? 


The 


The Eleventh Dialogue. 


Farhxk. 


HE Time chat is paſt ſince we 
S= ſtood here I may call the Paren- 
theſis of our Converſation, conſe- 
= quently we may now begin where 

» we then ended. To purſue the 
Diſcourle therefore, and that every one may 
have their Share, I would aſk each of you what 
you have learnt from the Survey of a Church- 
yard? I ſuppoſe your Obſervations will be va» 
rious, and may be profitable. Shall I aſk my 
youngeſt firſt? What practical Remarks does 
my ſweet Fanny make ? | 


Miss Fanvr. | 

- Ons Thing, Sir, is obvious from the gloomy 
Scene around us, the Vileneſs of Sin viſible in 
the Effects which it has produced, eſpecially as 
it has been working the ſame way for ſo many 
Ages. The Scripture ſays, that . Death hath 
paſſed upon Men, for that all have finngd ; there- 
fore, 


% 
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fore, young as I am, I can infer that the Death 
of all theſe is to be laid at the Door of Sin. 
But I muſt leave it to you, Papa, to enlarge on 
this Subject; I don't know how to do ite 


FATHER, 

My Child could not have made a more per- 
tinent Obſervation. Here the Evil of Sin is 
evident to every opened Eye. O what a Mur- 
therer is it? See! it hath ſlain more than its 
thouſands and ten thouſands, What a Foe it is 
to human Nature ! what a mortal Stab has it 
given to the Generations of Men in every Place 
and every Age! We blame the Counſels and 
Swords of Princes, we lament Earthquakes, 
Storms, and all the various Diſtempers which at 
Times, as ſo many Vultures, prey upon the 
Bodies of Men ; but theſe are only the Officers 
of Death, the Harbingers of the King of Ter- 

tors, and fulfil his Orders. It is Death that 
| ſnatches the lovely Babe from the fond Arms of 
its Parents, and as it were daſhes it againſt the 
S:ones. Sometimes this great Conqueror levels 
his Arrow only at a fingle Perſon, and he affu- 
redly drops; but it is Sin that girds him to the 
Battle, and furniſhes his mortal Bow and Quiver. 
At another Time the cruel Tyrant ſeems to load 
his murthering Piece with Hail ſhot, and a Mul- 
titude (lefs or greater) fall at once. If for 2 
h Time 
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Time be ſeems to overlook the Aged and Grey- 
headed, as if they were exempt from his Juriſ- 
dition, we ſhall find (if we wait a little) they 
are not forgotten; and where we think him flow 
in his Progreſs, yet he is ſure. Sometimes he 
comes with his Torch in his Hand, and ſets Fire 
to the Thread of Life in an Inſtant; but it is 
Sin that kindles that Torch, and puts it into his 
Hand, At other Times he wears the Thread 
away by ſlow Degrees in lingering Sickneſſesz 
and without any Remorſe for the Beauty that he 
tarniſhes, or the Pain that he inflicts, the Mon- 
ſter eats the ſtrongeſt T wine aſunder. No Ty- 

rant ſo inexorable as Death. He tramples the 
Embroidery of the Noble, and the Royal Er- 
mine beneath his Feet; and, with more Con- 
tempt than the Pope's Legate did King John's, 
kicks the Crowns of Princes from their Heads, 
and hurries their Perſons into the thick- Shades 
of Oblivion, He ſcorns the Hoards of the Cove- 
| tous, and laughs at the weighty Bribe when 
poured forth from the unſealed Treaſures. The 
Tears, Prayers, the Agonies either of the dying 
Perſon himſelf or Relations for him, are in 
Death's Ear but ſpeaking to the Wind, or per- 
ſwading the Rocks to move away from their 
Baſis. Nay, Sin has made the Monfter Death 
ſo inſatiably rapacious, that, though he has been 


plundering, tearing, and devouring for ſo many 


Ages, 
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Ages, yet he is till hungry, till remorſeleſs and 
unrelenting. Give, give is his unceaſing, hor- 
rible Cry ! and at this very Time, as if he could 
not do the deſtroying Work effeQually enough 
by the uſual Methods, he is employing Imperial 
Butchers with their ten thouſand Swords to offer 
whole Hecatombs, and dreſs up a plenteous Sham=- 
bles of human Fleſh for his more than Canin⸗ 
Appetite. This Monſter it is that drags the 
Minifter from his Pulpit, and ſtops his Mouth, 
while he would perſwade more Sinners to be re- 
concited unto God. At his ſovereign Nod the 
Landlord is ſerved with a Writ of Ejectment, 
and another takes his Eſtate. When Death 
approaches, the eloguent Advocate, that pleaded 
ſucceſsfully ſo many Cauſes, drops his Brief; for 
Death is deaf, and will admit of no Pleas, Yea, 
the honourable Judge, who ſo often with a 
ſteady Countenance and a Voice mournful and 
tender, with a Mixture of Juſtice and Pity pro- 
nounced the fatal Sentence, muſt himſelf become 
a Priſoner, doom'd to the loathſome Dungeons 
of Death and the Grave. In vain in his Ear 
ſhall the Nobleman plead the Antiquity of his 
Pedigree, the Extent of his Eſtate, the Number 
of his Seryants, and the Luſtre of his Equipage, 
or the Monarch the Number and Force of his 
Armies. They all muſt follow thoſe who are 


gone before them. And, which is more awful, 


thougle 
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though the Sinner pleads his unpreparedneſs for 
Judgment, that he wants more Time to make 
his Peace with his offended Maſter and Judge; 
and ſhrinks back with more than imaginable 
Terror from the Dart of Death, yet it ſhall be 
launched without Delay from his vengeful Arm, 
and drive the reluctant Wretch to his eternal 
State. We may indeed ſtudy Methods to poſt- 
pone or evade a while the Stroke of Death, and 
to this End Men have directed their painful Stu- 
dies and dived into the Secrets of Nature. Some 
have been digging into the Bowels of putrid 
Carcaſſes, and tracing the Veſſels up to their Foun- 
tains in their various Mæanders, and examining 
their Contents with their various Secretions, the 
Uſe of every Part, and the Advantage of every 
one to the Whole. Others try Experiments 
upon living Animals, and transfer them to the 
Uſe of thy human Body; while others are adding 
to the Stores of the Apothecary, in furniſhing new 
Medicines, or changing the Form or adding to 
the Efficacy of the old ones. Theſe Things in a 
thouſand Shapes, in the Medicinal and Chirurgi- 
cal Way, are the Object of Mens Studies, in 
order to put by the flying Arrows of Death, and 
for this Purpoſe” the Phyſician is. impatiently 
waited for, and largely recompenced ; the Medi- 
cine, though loathſome, is eagerly ſwallowed, 


yea, even the fayourite Limb is parted with, and 
Vol. II. R | all 
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all to avoid Death. And yet Death will come. 
There is no Diſcharge in this War. Nay, the 
Phyſician himfelf, with all his boaſted Art, dies, 
and he and all his Patients are gathered to one 
Place to dwell in the Duſt r 


3 Sow. 
1 NDING your Pauſe, your Coun- 
tenance, Sir, ſeems to tell us that you have ſome- 
thing further to offer ; nor have we thought you 


tedious; for while you are not weary of ſpeak- 
ing, don't imagine we are weary of hearing. 


| | Farnan. . 
Mr Son, you gueſs'd right; and had I not 
thought my Diſcourſe already drawn out too far, 


I ſhould not have ſtopt, for my Application of 


this Point is yet behind. Death is penal. It is 
not an Act of mere Sovereignty that thus con- 
ſigns us to the Grave, but that of an offended 
Lord and Judge. Death paſſed upon all in thut 
ce all have ſinned, as my Fanny told us from an 
inſpired Pen . The general Sentence upon Man 
for his firſt Diſobedience we have from the 
Mouth of God, Du/ft thou art, and unte Duſi thou 


halt return TL. Thus Sin, by its rebellious Hand, 


opened the Gate for Death to enter and ſeize the 
whole Race. Its ghaſtly Face would never have 
Romans v. 12, Gen. iii, WP. 
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been ſeen, nor its fatal Javelin ever been launched 
in our World, had not Sin preceded. Horrid 
Thought! do we regret the Ruin that Death 
makes? Say rather, . This is the Devaſtation and 
Carnage which the firſt Tranſgreſſion has made.” 
O what a rueful Scene does the Hand of Sin 
ſpread? Suppoſe we ſaw all the Inhabitants of 2 
Country, before in flouriſhing Health, die by ane 
Poiſon, ſome emaciated, ſome frantick, ſome ia 
Tortures of Pain, and knew that one Enemy in- 
troduced this Poiſon, and by caſting it into the 
common Fountain had tainted all the Race, and 
communicated the Infection to every Individualyp 
by what Name ſhould we call this Enemy? 
What Puniſhment ſhould we think adequate to 
his Cruelty ? Would not every Heart, Tongue, 
and Hand be ſet againſt him? And, next to the 
Monſter himſelf, would not he be accounted 
ſuch who ſhould take him into his Houſe, and 
treat him as a Friend? Know then that every 
Body here depoſited has been murthered, and the 
Inqueſt of right Reaſon, announced and ſealed by 
the unerring Teſtimony of Revelation, finds SIN 
to be guilty of the Deed. I ſay therefore again, 
every dead Body that we ſee carried to the Grave, 
though ſilently, yet forcibly proclaims the Ma- 
lignity of Sin. Oh! treat it, my Children, as 
the Enemy of human Nature. Revenge here is 
lawful and honourable, Draw the Sword againſt 

| | R 2 it 
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it in daily Mortification. Let all your Conduct 
beſpeak your Enmity irreconcilable againſt Sin. 
Follow the Blow till the Conqueſt is compleat, 
and the rather becauſe, great as this Harm is, 
it has done us till greater Miſchief, and aims to 
_ make us entirely and eternally miſerable. But 
it is time to diſmiſs this ſubject, though I can 
never ſpeak enough upon it. What Remark does 
my dear Molly make on this Scene of Ruins ? 


ELDesr DAUGHTER. 
Six, I have been learning a Leſſon in which I 
would be perfect, and never forget it, namely, 
_ never to be proud of this Body, which muſt ſoon be 
crumbled to Pieces. I ſhould be glad if you, good 
Sir, would take up this Subject, and give me and 
the reſt of us a profitable Lecture, as you did 
upon the Remark which my Sifter made. 


FATHER, 

Ass your Sifter is ſo young, I did it chearfully, 
but as I have had pleaſing Evidences of my 
* Molly's Capacity, I ſhould wrong you if I 
thought you could not ſpeak pertinently on a 
Subject ſo ſuitable to your Sex and Age, Come 
© then, my Daughter, let me open that Seal which 
Virgin Modeſty hath put upon your Lips. We 
are all Friends, Were we in a mix'd Company, 

: poſſibly 


r 
poſſibly you might have thought the Requeſt not 
ſo kind, 


EI D EST DAUGHTER. 


IBELIEvE I ſhould ſpeak Truth, did I ſay 
you never gave me a Teſt of Obedience more 
difficult. T was wont to be ambitious of gratis 
fying your Deſires, but I now wiſh you would 
indulge me ſo far as to recal your Words, which 

it would give me ſo much Pain to fulfil. But 
what Difficulty ſoever it puts me to I'll break 
through all, if you inſiſt upon it, even though 

a Senſe of my Inability ſhould give my Mind 
Confuſion and diſconcert my Accents. 


ELDEsT SoN. 


My dear Siſter, as our Father's Deſire gives 
you a Call to ſpeak, I would have you take 
Courage. I have found more than once (where 
Duty called) that what I have” undertaken with 
Self-denial and ſo with many Fears, I have per- 
formed beyond Expectation. Beſides, you know 
not what Occaſions you may have to ſpeak in 
your own Family; and I have often obſerved, 
that for want of Uſe in ſpeaking upon Divine 
Subjects, thoſe of your own Sex and ours have 
been ſhy in diſcourſing of the Things of God to 
Friends, Children, and even Servants/ Baſh- 
fulneſs therefore in ſuch Things is a Fault, and 

R 3 will 
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will grow if encouraged or not oppoſed. Speak 


therefore as to yourſelf. 


"i DavuGHTER, 
BroTHER, I thank you. You take every 


Opportunity of ſhewing yourſelf good and kind, 
1 fee then in this Church-yard what may ever 
hide Pride from me, eſpecially that Pride 


which takes its Riſe from an agreeable Form, 
How far 'Þ have been elated when I have had 
Compliments beſtowed upon me, is a Shame to 
think, and would be Folly to relate. I have had 
a Share in the Admiration of your Sex, whether 
real or pretended I don't know. But whatever 
baſe Effects have been produced by them, I bid 
adieu to all Pride on ſuch Account, and think 
this very Moment, and deſire ever to think, that 
it is one of the greateſt Abſurdities in the World. 
What! conceited of that which is at beſt but 


- enlivened Duſt, and warm, animated, breathing 


Clay ! of that which is ſubject to a thouſand de- 


' ſolating Diſeaſes, and will be too ſoon cruſh'd 


to Pieces? What though my Features were de- 
leate, my Shape ever ſo elegant, and my Form 
every way charming, yet I know, ſhould I live 
many Years, that old Age will plow my Face 


imo Furrows, and turn the well- ſet Hair into 


Baldneſs 3 that it will becloud my Eyes, or cover 


them with Rheum, and that it will ſtiffen my 
Limbs, 


- 
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Limbs, and as a heavy Weight upon my Shoul- 
ders cauſe me to bend to the Earth, I know, if 
Providence ſo order it, that Eruptions ſhall diſ- 


grace and becruſt my Skin, or that a Fever ſhall 


dry up my Moiſture, or a Dropſy equally diſ- 
figure and weaken me by its redundant Floods, 


If the Almighty ſpeaks the commiſſioning Word 


to a Rheumatiſm, my Hands will forget to la- 
bour, or I muſt be obliged to Crutches to ſup- 
port my feeble Steps. But this Church-yard 
puts me in mind that it will ſoon be with my 


Body worſe than all this. When I fee a Skull 


thrown up out of a new-dug Grave, how morti - 


fying the Reflection, that my Head too will be 
diſrobed of all its ornamental Covering, natural 


and artificial? Perhaps this Face was covered 


with much more Beauty than mine ever was; 
perhaps the Eyes which play'd in theſe now fright- 
ful Sockets, carried in them more Vivacity, and 
perhaps the Tongue which moved in that hide- 


ous Mouth yielded far more grateful Accents ; 


or may be its Lips had more of the Coral in 


them, as well as the Cheeks more of the Roſe, 
than what mine can ſhow. - But whither is all 


fled, and what a mean and terrifying Form takes 
place in their Room? On the whole then I am 
a fading Flower, which can bear neither Heat 
nor Froſt, which ſhall be ſhrivel'd with Age, or 
cropt by the Hand, or trodden down by any 
R 4 Foot, 
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Foot, or blaſted by the Winter ; whoſe ſtanding 
is neceſſarily ſhort, and whoſe Place ſoon will 
not be ſo much as known. I have often pauſed, 
T hope with ſome Profit, upon ſome Lines of 
Mr. Thomſon on this Head WEE Poem on // inter. 


*Tis done !—Dread Winter ſpreads her lateſt 
Glooms, 

And reigns tremendous o'er the conquer'd Year, 

How dead the vegetable Kingdom lies! | 

How dumb the tuneful ! Horror wide extends 

Her deſolate Domain. Behold, fond Man! 

See here thy pictur'd Life ! paſs ſome few Years, 

Thy flow'ring Spring, thy Summer's ardent. 
Strength, 

Thy ſober Autumn fading into Age, 

And pale concluding Winter comes at laſt, 


And ſhuts the Scene. 


I have therefore inſcrib'd it on my Drefling- 
Glaſs that I may never forget it, DusT rh 

ART AND UNTO DUsT THOU SHALT RETURN. 

I have given hereupon a ſolemn Charge to my 
Soul to ſecure other Ornaments, and another 
Sort of Beauties. I would be comely with a Come- 
| lines which God alone, as the God of all Grace, 
can put upen me. I would have that Image of 
his enſtampt upon me that ſhall make me pre- 


e and honourable i in his Sight, yea, that ſhall 
| 1 make 
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make me a Crown of Glory in the Hand of the 
Lord, and a Royal Diadem in the Hand of our 
Cad. I would be arrayed in that Beauty of 
Holineſs which ſhall cauſe Angels themſelves to 
love me; I would be dreſſed in Features which 
Death ſhall not tarniſh, and which Church-yatds 
ſhall not turn into Rottenneſs. O for thoſe di- 
vine Glories to be ſhed over me which, ſha!l at- 


tract and fix the Complacence of the Moſt High, 


which ſhall live and grow more reſplendent in 


Sickneſs and Age, that ſo I may by Death be 
carried to the upper World there to ſhine thro?, 


endleſs Ages in the Viſions of God and the, 


Lamb 


_ ELvesT Sox. 


syn, 1 will, with your. Leave, take the Liberty' 
to thank my dear Siſter Milly in the Name of us 


all. I find I am never diſappointed, when I can 
get her to ſpeak. I judge there is a Treaſure 
within by what occaſionally diſcovers itſelf. My 
M.lly, I would gladly learn of you, while you 


may chearfully expect from me any Help in thoſe 


Points which have fallen under my Cogniſance, ' 


FATHER. + 


Was I thus attend my Childrens Diſcourſe, 
it puts me in mind of a Circumſtance in the Life 


of that famous Divine i in the-Proteſtant Church 
beyond 


— —U— — . —— U—e 
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beyond Sea, Spanbeim. When he was grown 
up to be a young Divine, and was finiſhing his 
Studies at Geneva, being a Youth of uncom- 
mon Excellencies, he was the Joy of his rever- 
end and aged Father. From Geneva he wrote 
to his Father, then upon his Death-bed. The 
Letter was ſuch a Cordial to the good old Man, 
that when he had read it, he embraced it with 
both'his Hands, watered it with his Tears, and 
in'that very Employment breathed out his Soul' 
unto Chriſt. (The Words of the Hiſtorian were 
very affecting to me; they were to this Purpoſe : 
© Manibus ambabus amplexus literas et lacry- 
* mis conſpergens, animam Chriſto expiravit.”) 
I mention this Story to give you ſome Idea of 
the inexpreſſible Joy which ariſes in the Breaſt 
of a Father, when his Children give Teſtimonies. 
of Wiſdom, Love, and Piety. But let me pro- 
ceed to aſk my Son Thomas what Improvements 
he has made upon the Church-yard, and let me 
deſire him to communicate them to us. ö 


Po Mx. Thomas. | 
St, I have been thinking what a Multitude 
through every Age is laid into the Duſt; for if 
in this Place there are fo many, how many more 
muſt there be through the Nation? And yet Bri- 
tain is but a ſmall Spot to the whole Earth and 


n what a Reſurrection will that of - 


(a )- 
laſt Day be in point of Number, when the Sur= 
face of the Sea and Land is ſeen teeming with, 
one general Life! And in the mean Time, how. 
vaſt and unſearchable the Knowledge of that 
God who ſurveys every Body in its Materials, 
and every Particle of its Duſt, how many, 
Changes ſoever it paſſes through, till the Trums, 
pet of the Archangel ſhall ſound ! I lately re- 
ceived a Letter from a very worthy Friend in re- 
lation to ſome of theſe Particulars, and if agree», 
able to you I will read that Part which refers to 
our Subject. 10 


ct As I was taking a retired Walk behind the 

c Church in the Twilight of laſt Saturday Even - 
„ ing, the Appearance of the numerous Grave- 
e ſtones, which by reaſon of their whiteneſs con · 
„ tinued viſible, while other Objects were ſhaded - 
«© by the growing Darkneſs, ſuggeſted to my 
„% muſing Mind the Subſtance of the enſuing» . 
« Meditation, which at my return home I ſet 
&« down in the following Order. What a Sight 
ce js here! a ſpacious Field thick-ſet with Mo- 
% numents of the Dead! and yet the Monu-- 
„ ments are few compared with the Dead that 
&« lie buried here; yea, moſt of theſe Stones 
have been ſet up within my Memory, and per- 
* haps not one Stone has been erected for twenty 
6 or thirty Perſons that have been buried. 0 
| « then 


* 


e 
ce then what a crowded Theatre will this Spot 
« be in the great riſing Day? What a plen- 
« © tiful Harveſt will it yield? Numerous but not 
«© innumerable ! for every one is intimately 
„ known to the Lord, the Judge; every Name 
&« 1s regiſtred in his Book, nor will one be miſ- 
* ſing or loſt, not one can eſcape his infinite 
& Notice or his unerring Search of all the vaſt 
* m whoſe Bones have been here de- 
cc — 


c SUPPOSE this Iſland not to have been peo- 
4e pled till 500 Years after the univerſal Deluge, 
* and ſuppoſe one Hundred io have been buried 
« within the Limits of this Pariſh from that 
% Period to the general Conflagration, one Year 
<« with another, which may be no extravagant 
“ Computation, if the Earth be ſuppoſed to 
< have been nearly as well peopled then as now, 
& ſince in the moſt healthy Seaſons we bury 

_ «yearly about one Hundred and Twenty, and 
© in the late ſickly Time more than a Thou- 
& ſand: here went to their long Home in the 
ec Space of four Years ; ſuppoſe then one Hun- 
& dred to have been buried within this Diſtriẽt 
«© every Year, by the Space of three Thouſand 
c five Hundred Years, and it will amount to 
& three Hundred and fifty Thouſand, A vaſt' 
* eg But if this Pariſh ſhall, at the Con- 

„ ſumma- . 
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ſummation of all Things, render back three 
Hundred and fifty Thouſand, what will be 


* the Product of theſe three Kingdoms ? If the 


Number of the People of theſe Kingdoms be 
about twelve Millions *, I cannot reckon this 
Pariſh to contain more than a three thouſandth 


Part of the Whole. If this be fo, then by 
the former Computations theſe three King- 
doms may be ſuppoſed to yield one thou- 


ſand and fifty Millions. A prodigious Mul- 
titude indeed ! But what is that to the Pro- 


duce of the whole Earth, the preſent Inhabi- 
tants of which have been judged to be about 
three hundred Millions ? If this Computation 
be allowed, and compared with the foregoing, 
the whole Number of the Dead within the 
forementioned Space will amount to twenty- 


* ſix thouſand two hundred and fifty Millions. 


Add to theſe all that I can imagine to have 
exiſted before the Flood, and to have died 
within five hundred Years after, which may 
poſſibly amount to one fourth of the preced- 
ing Number, and it will increaſe to thirty-two 
thouſand eight hundred and twelve Millions 


five hundred thouſand. Laſtly, add all the 


* The Author leaves the Computations as he finds 
them in his Friend's Letter, written by that excellent 
Man Mr. J. Williams of Kidderminſter. 7 5 

Dwellers 
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10 © Dwellers upon Earth that will be found alive 
& at the Morning of the Reſurrection, com- 
* puting them only as before at three hundred 
„Millions, the vaſt Account ſwells to thirty 
< three thouſand and twelve Millions five hun- 
% dred thouſand; a certain for an uncertain 
«© Number, which probably will not fall ſhort 
& of, but far exceed this Conjecture. 


e Now ſtretch thy Powers of Imagination, 
© O my Soul, to the utmoſt, and take in (as 
tc far as may be) at one intellectual Survey this 
« vaſt, this inconceivable Multitude appearing 
& before their Sovereign Judge, How capa- 
& cious that Mind which diftinaly knows and 
< perfectly remembers every Individual of theſe 
e his Creatures, and every of their Thoughts, 
4 Words, and Actions? the Time of their 
6 Birth, the Duration of their Exiſtence here, 
« and the Time, Manner, and Circumſtances of 
& their Death; and can diſcern, ſeparate, and 
collect the ſcattered Atoms of each, though 
& crumbled and ſubdivided into Millions of Par- 
ce ticles, whatſoever Tranſmutations they might 
&« have paſſed through. What Work will here 
6 be for Almighty Power to. ſet together, re- 
& fine, and ſublimate theſe terreſtrial Atoms, to 
t rebuild and form them ſpiritual, immortal 


&« Bodies? What Work for all the Hoſt of 
Angels 
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«© Angels to gather together the Elect from the 
& four Winds? But, as by the divine Appoint- 
“ ment the ſleeping Remains of Saints alone 
„ ſhall hear and awake at the firſt Blaſt of the 
6 Archangel's Trumpet, as the Dead in Chriſt 
„ ſhall riſe firſt, this Thought helps to facili- 
« tate my Conception of the Poſſibility and Re» 
<« gularity of ſuch Selection, and if the glorious 
Angels are ten thouſand Times ten thouſand and 
ac thouſands of thouſands, with what Eaſe and 
$ Pleaſure will they collect and preſent each his 
„ dear Charge before the glorious Tribunal? 
And with what tranſporting Joy will Myriads 
v of bleſſed Spirits, which God will bring with 
« him, reaſſume their Bodies, from which they 
<6 parted, pale, ghaſtly, fqualid, worn out with 
«© Diſtempers, or torn by Acts of Violence, or 
* weltering in devouring Flames, now glorious, 


& c enobled, adorned with celeſtial Beauty and 


« Splendor, and, like the glorious Angels, excele 
ling in Strength, Swiftneſs, and Agility? not 
ec as heretofore Clogs, Reſtraints to the Sallies 
« of their active Inmates, but every way ſuited 
e to their heavenly State and Employment, and 
& adequate to their moſt ſeraphick Flights and 
« Operations. With what exulting Joy may I 
& imagine each of them ſurprized at the won- 
s drous Change! 


„ WiTH 
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3 Wirz what rapturous Delight will they 


then behold the ſovereign Judge, their exaked 
© Redeemer, who loved them to the Death, and 
* whom having not ſeen they loved in their 
* militant, probational State? With what holy 
Confidence will they approach him and his 
6 friendly Call, and at the ſame Time with 


what deep Proſt ration? Will he upbraid them 
„ with their Fickleneſs and Inconſtancy in his 


6 Service, with their ungrateful Puſilanimity and 
% want of Zeal? Will not infinite Charity cover 
& their Multitude of Sins? and approve and 
£ commend their. prevailing SInCerity. and Faith 
„ fulneſs? And O! how, will it raiſę their. Joy 
«to hear that all this Happineſs, with all its 
c expected Increaſe and Perpetuity, was pre- 
& pared for them from the Foundation of the 
« World? To what a Degree will their Love 
ee be inflamed and theit Gratitude enlarged, when 


« they ſball diſcern, poſſibly i in his human, tho” 


« divine, Form, the Prints of the Nails, the 
Marks of his invincible Love to them ' off 


Excvse me, dear Sir, that I have taken up 
ſo much of your Hour; but I did not think I 


could ſay any * of my N ſo much to the 
| Purpoſe. 7 


©. 


FATHER. 


7 
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WW thank you for this Eursdl and 1 am 
| glad that you have a literary Correſpondence 
with a Friend ſo capable of writing to the Pur- 
poſe. It only remains that, you, my Eldeſt Son, 
caſt in your beſt Thoughts upon this awful, ſo 
lemn Subject that lies before us. 15 


Erprsr Son. ö 
Was I ſurvey, Sir, this Repoſitory of the 
Dead, and ſee the Remains of rational Creatures, 
Heaps upon Heaps, piled one upon another, 1 
find it to be a Confirmation of my Faith in the 
Doctrine of the Immortality F the Soul ; for when 
I conſider Man in his preſent Abode, and then 
imagine that at Death there is an End of him, 
and that he ſinks into that State of Non-exiſt- 
ence whence he emerged ſo little a while ago, I 
am induced to ery out with the Pſalmiſt; J/bere- 
fore baſt thou made all Men in vain'®, |] think. 
that may be ſaid to be made in uain; that appar- 
ently does not anſwer the End of its Being; I 
mean an End which is not worthy or propor- 
tionably valuable. And here I am led to view 
the Nature of Man: he is a rational Being; he 
hath a Soul furniſhed with intellectual Powers; 
by thele he is Oy of diſcerning 0 which 


I „ Pfilm bexxix: 47.1 
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are beyond the Sphere of Senſe, of comparing 
and diſtinguiſhing one Thing with and from ano- 
ther, and of attaining ſome Knowledge of a firſt 
Caufe, who is a Being infinitely perfect. This 
intellectual Power is accompanied with a chooſ- 
ing and refuſing Faculty, according to the Ap- 
pearance that Objects make. The Underſtand- 
ing applies itſelf to the Will by Repreſentations, 
and perſuades it by Arguments drawn from the 
real Nature of Things in Oppoſition to Appear- 
ances, from their Suitableneſs, from their Con- 
ſequences, and thus leads it to a Determination, 
Now a Creature, that is thus formed and fur- 
niſhed, muſt be thought proper to continue longer 
in Being than Perſons commonly do in this Life. 
Is Man adapted and, may I fo fay, equipt for 
great Things, and yet muſt he fink into Obli- 
vion almoſt as ſoon as he makes his Appearance ? 
It is certain that Man is capable of greater Things 
than he is now engaged in, in point of Employ- 
ment and Delight; and this Capacity, which is 
given him by his Creator, may be well ſuppoſed 
to have Objects to center upon, and that, while 
he follows the Law of his Creation, he will find 
and enjoy them in a proper Manner, and that 
making the Will and Glory of God his firſt 
Concern, in Subordination to it he aims at his 
own Felicity, Now.can we think that Man 


is in his right State, his N Sphere, while he 
only 


G 
only proſecutes the Things of Senſe? I can no 
more think that God hath ſet him out thus fur- 
niſhed only to take a mote ingenious Care of the 
Body, that the brutal Part might be fed more 
delicately and cloathed more pompouſly, and that 
he might heap together Gold and Silver, which 
is only a ſhining Sort of Duſt, to leave them to 
others, than that a wiſe Nobleman or Judge 
would ſend his Sen to the Univerſity or Inns of 
Court, and dreſs him in Scarlet, only to be a 
more ingenious and polite Scullion- Boy or Sca- 
venger in the Streets. Certainly there is na 
Proportion between the one and the other; in 
the latter, all will ſee the Incongruity at once ; 
and yet I think there is viſibly a greater Diſpro- 
portion between the Faculty of Man's Soul and' 
the Concerns of the preſent Animal Life, than 
between the higheſtand loweſt Buſineſſes in com- 
mon Life. d though they are much more 
nobly employ'd that are engaged in a ſtudious 
Life, turning over the Works of others, and 
making them their own, and adding their own 
Thoughts to what they collect from abroad, yet, 
alas! he that increaſeth Knowledge (and delighteth- 
himſelf in the Acquiſition for a Time) increaſ- 
eth Sorrow. The more he gets the more he is 
ſenfible of his own Ignorance z and, though his 
Pleaſure is rational and manly, yet does he not 
find that the more induſtrious his Attempts are 
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Ged, to partake of his Love, and to rejoice in 
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to dive into the Nature of Things, the more pet- 
plexing Difficulties many Times ftart up before 


him, till the Mind is filled with Diſquietude z 


partly ſuſpeing whether what it took for Truth 
be ſo or not, and partly from a ſort of Deſpon- 
dency of gaining its Purpoſe z and thus perhaps 


the Man dies reflecting with the learned Grotius, 


and perhaps the World never ſaw many more 
learned, that he had been "ys in doing little 


or nothing. 


Bur it witl be ſaid, and with a great deal of 
Reaſon, that Man was made for Religion, that 
is, for God; and no doubt but he was: but 
does he anſwer the End of his Furniture in this 
Reſpect? If not, he is ſo far made in vain, ſup- 
poſing his Exiſtence to be confined to the preſent. 
State, If I am a religious Man, I deſign to 


glorify Ged, to repreſent him as glorious to myſelf 
and others; but how little Time have I for both 
or for either of theſe ? When 1 begin to know, to 
eſteem, and yenerate him with Affection, on this 
Suppoſition that my Soul dies with my Body, I 


preſently fink into a State of everlaſting Ob- 


livion. When I have ſpoke of him and for 
him a few Times, my Mouth muſt be eternally 


ſtopt, and I muſt no more bear a Teſtimony for 


him. In Religion alſo, I deſign the Enjoyment of 


it; 
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it; but O how miſerably ſhort is the Seaſon for 
this, if it be confined to the preſent Life? It is 
long perhaps before the Man attains the happy 
Experience; it is at beſt very imperfect; if he 
has Comfort at one Time beaming in Dark- 
. neſs Clouds ſoon, veil the Scene; if Hope at 
preſent ſets the Soul upon its Feet, and gives it 
a View of Glory as its own, Fear at other Times 
introduces a Tremor : ſo that, upon the whole, 
the Chriſtian's Life is militant ; what he has at- 
tained is with much oppolition ; a great deal re- 
mains to be attained, and the whole ſhews that 
all is in order to ſomething more. I know God 
to be perfectly wiſe ; but where is his Wiſdom 
to be ſeen in Man's Creation if he thus nobly 
furniſhes him, and thus ſwiftly cancels him ? To 
make him capable of knowing him, and yet to 
remove him when he had got but a Glympſe of 
him ; to make him capable of enjoying him, and 
deſign that he ſhould enjoy him but a Trifle of 
Time, and that ſo imperfeMly ; to make him 
capable of Immortality, and yet plunge him into 
everlaſting Obſcurity and Annihilation, where 
does the Divine Wiſdom, appear in all this? or 
how is it that God ſhould give us Tendencies 
and Longings after Immortality, and yet ſo ſoon 
cut the Thread of our Being ſhort, and blaſt all 
for ever ? | 
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IAR we can beſt form an Idea of 
Man's native State and Temper by what we ſee 
of him in his renewed State, which as far as it 
Proceeds is a Reſtoration. Now we conſtantly 
find that Souls purified by divine Grace, and ſo 
reſcued in ſome degree from debaſing Corrup- 
tion, look to the World of Spirits, cannot be ſa- 
tisfied without another Life ; they groan, they 
pant, not altogether becauſe of their bodily Af- 
fictions, but becauſe their Graces are imperfect. 
_ They are like Perſons ſhut up in a Priſon, which 
is gloomy and ſuffocating; and they cannot ima- 
gine that this is the only or chief State they were 
deſigned for by their heavenly Father. Once 
more, Would not Faculties leſs excellent have 
been good enough to have anſwered the End, 
had we been made only to eat and drink, and 
riſe up to Diverſions? And why, I would aſk, 
hath the human Soul an Impreſs of Immortality 
upon it to torment it with future Proſpects, if 
there is no Exiſtence beyond Death? Methinks 
farther, as God rules this World by the Means 
of theſe Hopes and Fears, it would be a blaſphe- 
mous Imputation upon him if there is no Foun- 
dation for them, as if he governed the World by 
a Lie; for certainly this Fear of a future Audit 
helps to keep the Wicked in Awe more, much 
more than the Sword of the Magiſtrate and the 


Penalties of human Laws can poſſibly effect. 
| And, 


(-2:)- 
And, on the other Hand, is it to be imagined 
that God would excite the beſt Men in the World 
to the beſt Actions by the Belief of a Lie? and 
yet thus it would be, if he would have them be- 
lieve a State of Immortality when really there is 
none ? Shall T not fay that the Righteouſneſs of 
God requires there ſhould be a future State, ſince 
in this World the moſt Excellent of the Earth 
are often oppreſſed even to Death, and the baſeſt 
of Men go on triumphant to the End of theic 
Days! And let me add, who has ſhewn more 
Love to God, more loyal Obedience to his Will, 
and that ſteady and conſtant, than the Martyrs, 
and that too upon the Proſpect of Glory after 
this Life ? and can we imagine that the holy and 
merciful Being, for whoſe Cauſe they ſuffer, 
would permit them to ſhed their Blood in vain, 
and fink themſelves, like ſo many brainſick 
Fools, into irretrievable Ruin? It cannot be l It 
would be ſuch a Reproach upon the Divine Na- 
ture and Government as I cannot admit! Theſe 
Things occurred to me while reaſoning in a mo- 
ral Way; and though I take my Articles of 
Faith from the Goſpel, ſuch Things appear to 
me to be ſtrong Confirmations of them. 


O the whole then, when I look about me 
here in this Church-yard, and ſee what will be 


the Iſſue of Things in a little Time with refe- 
rence 
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rence to all, I pleaſe myſelf with the Thought that 
it is not a final Iſſue. I muſt indeed ſay to Cor- 
ruption, Thou art my Rather, and to the V arms, Ye 
are my Mather and my Siſters; but this Relation 
only reſpects my Body ; my Soul claims Kin+ 

red with the Skies and its Inhabitants, My 
Soul ſhall never go down to the Grave, It hath 
no neceſſary Affinity in its own Nature with 
Matter, only by a wonderful Hand of God it is 
ty'd to an animal Pody for a ſhort Seaſon. It 
ſhall not die with that Body ; it ſhall have a 
Diſmiffon from it as a Traveller from an Inn, 
or as a Priſoner from his Confinement. It bad 
indeed a Dreſs given, in which to act its Part on 
the Stage of Life; but when that Part is acted, 
that Dreſs muſt be put off, and itſelf become 3 
diſembodied naked Spirit. 


Bor I aſk Pardon for launching out fo far, 
Yet the Importance of my Subject may apolo- 
gize for the Length of my Diſcourſe. 


| FATHER. | 
Sox, I thank you. A wiſe Son maleth a glad 
Father. This Morning's Diſcourſe will yield a 
pleaſing Reflection. But it is Time to adjourn. 


Miss MoLLy. | 
Sum; I liked my Brother's Diſcourſe ; it ſavors 
well of his ſuperior Judgment and Gravity. But 
. think 
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with ſome Obſervation of yours own. 
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I think it is but proper that you ſhould. diſmiſs us 


WT ATHER« * 

I is more than Time that we had finiſhed; 
I ſaw our Diſcourſe was protracting itſelf beyond 
our Hour, and therefore I had no Deſign. of of- 
fering any Thing farther upon the Scene before 
us. Only I will mention one Thing, which the 
Words of our Redeemer have given me occaſion 
to ſpeak of. I have often thought, when walks 
ing this Way, how unaffe7ing theſe ſounding 
Bells are to the Dead that lie beneath, whether 
they ring ſeparately or together. Thus Sinners 
continue in Darkneſs, in Deafneſs, and Death 
amidſt the Means of Grace, and the reading and 
preaching of the Word. Does the ſingle Bell 
toll at one Time in a grave, folemn Manner, or 
the Clock with its more articulate Sound pro- 
nounce the Hour finiſhed ; or does the fame Bell 
raiſe its awful Voice, pronouncing Death paſſed 
upon one, and ready to paſs upon others, what 
does it all avail to the Inhabitants in theſe 
Tombs? Again, do the Silver Chimes and the 
Concert of Bells, when all join their moſt melo- 
dious Notes upon feſtival Occaſions, as Royal 
Birth-days, Martiages, or Victories, ſpread Chear- 
fulneſs around? What is all this to the Bodies 
devoid of Life fhut up in the Mould below? 
Age after Age there they lie in a State of abſo- 


3 Jute 
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lute Inſenſibility! A melancholy Emblem of the 
State of Sinners, till the quickening Voice of 
Fe ſus pronounces and infuſes Life Ino there 
is a Difference between a natural and ſpiritual 
Death. In the former Caſe Deafneſs prevents 
Guilt ; but where natural Powers are not want- 
ing, and the Obſtruction is merely moral, ariſing 
from Hardneſs of Heart, the Enmity of the Will, 

and the Luſts of the Fleſh which war againſt the 
Soul, Deafneſs is criminal; and yet, alas l. fo 
prevalent, that it will not be removed but by om- 


nipotent Agency, Minifters are to inſtru by 


- explaining the great Myſteries of the Goſpel, and 
to exhort by a Variety of Arguments; they are 


to reaſon the Caſe with Sinners and expoſtulate ; - 


they are to point out the Conſequences of Things, 
and apply themſelves to their Hopes and Fears : 
but will all this do? We find in fact that it does 
not. After the cleareſt Inſtructions, how blind 


do the Generality remain? how unaffected, tho' 


the Thunders from Mount Sinai are rolled over 
their Heads, and its Lightnings flaſh'd in their 
Faces. Some ſeem a little to hear, but do not 
underſtand; ſome are for a Moment alarmed, 
but, alas! to no good Purpoſe. Chriſt is Mill 
ſhut out, and his Salvaticn undervalued. Satan, 
the World, the Fleſh and its Luſts occupy the 
Throne; and thus it will be till he ſpeaks whoſe 
Words carry Power along with them, and who 


will perſuace effectually and obtain the Victory. 
Till 
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Till this is done, Miniſters muſt bg.obliged to 
apply thoſe Words, Mie have piped unto you, and 
ye have nat Med; ug bave mourned unte you, but 
ye haue nat lamented *.” And indeed why ſhould 
our great Prophet ſpeak of Sin underthis Emblem, 
even as the Death of the Saul, and of Converſion 
by the Emblem of the Reſurrection, but to con- 
vey an Idea to us of an Analogy between them ? 
The Expreſſions he uſes in deſcribing Converſion” 
now, and the Reſurrection of the Body at the laſt 
Day, are ſo near the one to the other, that L 
cannot avoid comparing them. Of the latter, 
viz. that Reſurrection which is at the Conſum- 
mation of all Things, he ſays, The H.ur is com- 
ing, in which all that are in their Graves ſhall bear 
bis Voice, and ſhall come forth +, &c. And ſpeak- 
ing of Converſion now in Goſpel-Times, he fays, 
rrily, 1 ſay unto you, the Hour is coming, and nete 
is, when the Dead ſhall bear the Voice of the Son of 
God; and they that hear ſhall live t. 


£ 


Lr no one then glory in Man. Let Mini- 
ters be loved and honoured for their Work and 
Maſter's Sake ; but who is a Paul, or who is an 


Adollos but Inſttuments? What is the Word, un- 


leſs it be the Rod of Chriſt's Strength? Deaf 
Sinners will not hear ſo as to diſtinguiſh or re- 


»gard, üll the Spirit of God rouze the Soul and 


raiſe the Attention. The everlaſting Doors will 


* Matt. xi. 17. f John v. 28. I Ibid. v. 28. 
2 | not 


Py ——U— ñ ͤ — — — —— —2—2—— 
* 


3 266) 
not fly open of their own Accord, but they muſt 
be touched by the Hand of omnipotent Grace: 
Let Miniſters cry aloud ag ſpare not, let them 
lift up their Voice like a Trumpet, and let Peo- 
ple attend with Preparation and Diligence, and 
hear as for their Lives; but tho' Paul or Apollos 
plant and water, it is God that giveth the Increaſe. 
Let Miniſters and People join to put the Wood 
in order upon the Altar, and wait for Fire to de- 
ſcend. Or to come nearer to the Emblem of 
the Reſurrection, let the Stone be taken from the 
Mouth of the Grave, and let us wait for the Lord 
Teſus to cry, Lazarus, come rox TH; on 
which Hiſtory the pious Mr. Henry has this Note: 


It is a good Step towards raiſing of a Soul to 


« a ſpiritual Life when the Stone is taken away; 
« when Prejudices are removed and got over, 
& and Way made for the Word to the Heart, 
<« that it may do its Work there.” Again he 
ſays, © They took away the Stone; that was 
« all that they could do; Chriſt only can give 
« Life, What Men can do is only to prepare 
« the Way of the Lord, to fill the Vallies and 
« level Hills, and, as here, to take away the 
« Stone.“ But after all, let this high Atchieve- 
ment, the Reſurrection from our ſpiritual Death, 
be ever aſcribed to Chriſt, for to him it belongs; 
and if we experience this ſpiritual Life, be his 


only and for ever the Glory. 


TAE END. 


